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| rip make it publick : And oft Tt 


THE 


PREFACE. 


=\ Hough it be no w 4 needfal 20 wſher ins 

this little T1 rearlſe ; with a Preface or 

Epiſtle, yet Twill premiſeafewthi s 
concerning the occafion, matter , method, uſe, 
and end thereof. When I conſidered the multi- 
tudes among ſt us , who profeſs their Faith in 
Chriſt, own the name of Chriſtian, and ſeem 
zo plory in that title, and yet are ignorant, not 
pr the originas and ground of Chriſtianity, 
but zof the wery firſt Prinsi = and Rudiments 
of Religion, 5 r high | eniey fe the breach 
of that Covenant, ail they ſolemnly inthe 


ſight of men and Angels bound themſulves ta 


be loyal and obedient unto Chrift their Saviour, 
I thought it might be a [ervice acceptable th © | 
God, and profitable unto the Church, to mind © 
them of their ſm,and give them ſome direions, 
with an exhortation to amend betimes; that [0 
they may avert Gods judgments, and eſcape the 


wrath toicome; therefore I tork occaſion to ogle 


out this Text, compoſe this brief Treatiſe, ſubmit 
it tothe judgment of the Church, qpd upen af 
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ſpecial notice of, and admire the excellent wiſ- 


> - licgl Creeds : here we have the ſum an, 


The Preface. 


the Reader into the ſacred Arches, where ths 


Monuments of eternal, ſawing truth are kept ; 


and ſhew bim the'very plave, where the grand | 


Charter of -our profeſſiqn icenoled ; or we fg 
#_ in oe} pf. 0ur TK a) related 
by the Evangelift St. Mar. ch. 28. v.18, 19, 
20. Hhere-.we. have .a commiſſion iſſued out | 


from Chriſt ta-bis Apoſtles and Succeſſorsyand * 


the {ame. grounded upon a far bigber Patent, 
raky MY prove Pa} oF earth 15 de- 
rived immediately from bas heavenly Father, 
gud given unto him : And ſeeing (as Teriul- 
lian obſerves) we receive our, Chriſtian Reli- 
gion and Faith from the Apoſtles, the Apoſtles 
from Chrift, and Chriſt from God, it muſt 
weeds be from heaven : and here we ſhould take 


dom of TFeſus Chriſt our Lord and Saviour, 
as far abwye all the wiſdom of men and dn- 
els, who could in ſo few words, and in ſuch. 
excellent. or der contraft ſs many high myſteries 
wand matters | of greateſt weight and concerns | 
ment : for here in @ very narrow compa[s we 
2nay find the (Credenda) all the Articles of * 
our Faith, and the ( Agenda ) all the com- 
mand: of-Chriſt : Here we have the origina} | 
Creed, and. pee? form of Confeſſion, which | 
Was the ground of all the anciem and Apoſta- 
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ThePreface, * 
Pance of af that. excelent Dofrine, which ii 
diſperſed hire and there through all the Books 
of Moſes, the Prophets, Evangeliſts, and Apo- 
les. Here we hate the inftitution of ſacred 
Orders for the diſpenſation of Ward. and 
Sacraments, and the applicaticn of the benefits 
of Redemption. Here we have the inſtitution of 
| Baptiſm, with a certain form of words ; the 
Euchariſt and Prayer as parts of. Divine Wor- 
ſhip are to be reckon'd among ft the command- 
nents of Chriſt : So that here is. @ Rule of 
Faith, of Obedience, of. Worſhip, and ſome- 
thing of Diſcipline implied. _ All theſe things 
1 make clear, & then proceed to ſay omet bing 
[0 that form of Confeſſion we call (The Apo- 
les Creed,) and of the. principal points of 
Scripture in order to. the ſame; teach the 
Reader bow to refer the ſeveral parts and paſ- 
ſages of Scripture unto the general beads of © 
the Creed, andreduce the matters of Faithinto 
a form of a larger Confeſſion. This 1 concei* 
| wed aready way to underſtand the publick 
| Catechiſm, ſo much deſpiſed by many, to 101- £3 
| prove our knowledge of the Word'of God, and 
of the particulars of that Faith, which by our 
| + Baptiſm we arebound to hold and profeſs unto 
the end. After this | go on tothe(Agenda) the 
Commandments of Chriſt, and ſhew bow et 
'are in [everal parts of Scripture contratt, 
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The Preface. 


Low all are performed im Love ; pive d mor 
Full explication of t he moral Law, which is 
ro be underſtood Evanpelically, as including 
Repentance and Faith in Chriſt, and then 
bring them into the form of @ Vow, that 
we may "have a more explicite knowledpe of 
the laſt part of our promiſe * made to God it 
Baptiſm ; be more ſenſible ' of our obligation, 
and more careful of performance, and obedi- 
ence, formerly urged upon moſt effettual rea- 
ſons. Among ſt the ( Agenda) I reckon the Sa- 
craments and Prayer ; and after 1 have de- 
clared the nature, end, anduſe of the Sacra- 
ments from the Inſtitution, I ſingle out that 
Prayer of Prayers, the pattern of all our Devo- 
tions, which is commonly called the Lords 
Prayer : aud having explained it in all the 
parts, Ireduce the particulars into a larger form 
of Prayer : The former makes it clear - how | 
. comprehenſive and methodical it is, as being a | 
wonderful abridgment of all Scripture Prayers; 
the latter teacheth us how to reduce all the | 
parts of our publick Prayers unto the heads | 
thereof, and to enlarge upon them in our private | 
Devotions. Some things in my(Theopolitica) | 
are here repeated ; yet they are but few, and | 
are here improved; handled there more 
largely, bere more briefly ; there in one man- 
ner, herein another, and for anoth:r uſe and 


The Preface. 
4 immediate end. Here 1 ſingle out @ certain 
14 Text, and confine my ſelf unto it, and fitit to 
of the capacity of the common ſort, and 
of weaker Chriſtians , for whom '\it was 
| principally intended. JT further concei- 
[0 wed , that many who will not meddle 
I8 with-a greater Volume, may yet buy a leſſer 
Book, or Manual, ſuch as this is, and read it 
"mJ through. Now if after theſe, and many other, 
helps, we continue 'ignorant , or if not 1 
rant, har. gy 6 we ? -=x render onr ſelves 
#4 highly guilty of Rebellion againſs Chriſt; 
©! Power, of Diſobedience to his Commands, 
" and of perfidieus violation of the Covenant of 
Fi God: but if we diligently uſe the means, and 
exerciſe the power God hath given us, and 
| pray continually for Grace, there is comfort, 
| and bope of mercy; for here we have a pro* 
miſe, That Chriſt will be preſent with the 
| Church unto the end, and aſſiſt us with bis 
bleſſed Spirit ; to whom, with che Father and 
the. Son, be given all Glory, Honour, Praiſe, 
and Thanks, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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(2) 
Y Godi in his abundant mercy was pleaſed 
apr The-way which his 

eternal Wiſdom had contrived to effect 


t is ly Was. ſtrange 6: won- 
= begotten Son, evM that 
Fl wn ya and by which he 
"World muſt be made fleſh, andal- 


— N of man, and in that na- 
ere nook ; upon him the form of a ſer- 
vant, be oþedit unto death, the death of 
* in, and be advanced te. 

ie higheſt | of g [BET ſo that the 


dns of mans falva diag are. the humiliati- 
Ir ON GR of the of God, By 
his humiliation and ſacrifice of himſelf he 
mans fin, ſatisfies Divine Juſtice, 
and merits all mercies and bleſſings neceſ- 
fary for the ful and erernal-bappineſs of 
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(3) 
Gur falvation. For being advancades the 
right hand of his Father he ſends down'the 
Holy Ghoſt, reveals the Goſpel, caufſethit 
to be preached to all Nations, -and by-his 
Wordang Spirit convertsmiany and 
pr nan vertue of Faith-iit his heart ; 
rn: Converſion and Faith;makes i in- 
—_—_ in Heaven ; arid prdceres his 
aRual pardon, reconciliation with his God; 
and in os the en of erernal 
glory : ſo tharwithout his humiliation man 
is not ſavable; and. without tis exattation 
he is not actually faved. Andrhus we miſt 
underſtand that of the' ſame Apoltle ; « Fix 


if when we were enenues Gn 1 


God by the Ns biz Sen; iachi move being 


Te Romy. 
To. CG we a Was, «1 


of Chriſt ishis humiliation, bis life ishis ex- 
alration. - 2. That reconciliation is aſcribed 
to his death; falfationto his life, For the 
Death and Blood of Chiriſt Wasehe propi- 
tiation for ouy fins, and the'foundatioh of 
our reconciliation : the life and exalrarion 
of Chriſt by bis Word and conyert- 


ing us, and einaliege intve wir ws; 


} the cavſe of atual falyation. 


Seft. 2. 
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As in the two former Chapters 
we 


©. 


(4) 
We may-read:; of Chriſts ſuffering , death; 
and -hunyliation, whereby he mirited. in+ 


comparable-: mercies and bleflings ; ſo-in 


chis.-we read-of his reſurreQion-, and:the 
mannex:how he will apply: and communi- 
cate his: bleſſings, and that-isby a commiſ- 
dion. angd:power received, and a commiſ- 
Hon and power given ; for the ſubje&t-of 
the words are a two-fold-commiſſion. 
 Thefirſt granted by God to Chriſt, The 
ſecond by Chriſt to his Apoſtles. ' 

Theſe agree in  ſome- things, differ in 
others.:- 1-': They agree as commiſſions 
giving great power. - 2, As expreſling an 
unſpeakable; Jove unto,  and'a,tender care 


of {inful-.man.. 3: As iſſuing from the ſu- 


preamzand; univerſal Lord, 4.Asteffding to 
the ſame end, mans eternal ſalvation.: yer 
they differ intheſe things. - x. The former 
commillionis granted by God immediately 
to. Chriſt -;.. the lattex--is granted -fram 
, God byChriſt unto the Apoſtles. - 2. The 
former ische;cauſe of the latter., the latter 
an-effeft of the former, 3. By the former 
Chriſt receives an univerſal power in hea- 
-yen-and-earth-; and by.the latter the Apo- 
ſtles receive only a: limited - power - 0n 


earth 
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on expreſſed in theſe words', 'Ver., x8.: 
All power in heaven und earthis giventinto me. 
Wherein he ſignifies that/ he /had-large: 
power, and it: was given him x wherews: 
muſt conſider, x Power given; 2. The pat: 
ty.to whom it was'given.:':3; The::donar;' 
or the Donation. of ic fromthe Donqur;-'-; 
In the power:we may obſerve, 1. The 
nacure and arte of i it,” 2. The meaſure 
of.it: 
I. For the nature and quality of-it, itis 
ſpiritual and divine; for Chriſt ſaid; My 


| Kingdom is not- of this world, John r8. 36: 


Thatis,its no ſecnkir power like that ofthe 
Princes ofthe world; /its far more excellent 


and above it inrafpgdt of the the 
laws, the judgmens, che end thereof. The: 
mp nmr ike yiniarr a 
in a' ſpiritual-hotiong and as ofam 
ceia pays oper | btrh mor: 
and bind not © IMmor-=-, 
tal ſouls and cntieners of men men.. 

arg the j _ 


accord- ey por Sw cbut> eternal 
puniſhments and :rewards..- :The' 'end an 


eternal peace and! Eliciry: \for God ga 


7 reſbaito fall loyatand fcnade. 


(6) 
Chriſt power over all fleſh, that be ſhould. 
eternal life roas many as be bad given 

on Jobh 17. 2. | 

#. The meaſure of this power is exteti-. 
ſive, and antenfive. Extenſwe in reſpect of 
the territory which 1s yery large, even the 
whole world; whereof there be two parts, 
heaven and earth; ſo-:thatit extends:to all 
places, and all hings, and fo is univerſal; | 
yet the principal ſubjectsare Angels in hea- 
ven, and men .on.earth; 'both intellectual ! 
and immortal creatures. Intenſive : foriits 
(all) power; one may have fome power,or 
all power on-''earth, and none in heaven, | 
or ſome, or all power-in heaven, andnone 
on earth:;) bur this is all;power in heaven, 
all power on:earth, all power on both; ſa 
thac Chrift is over afl-perfons, in all cauſes 


our any partner; is all the higheſt de: 


gree inyeſted and inherent 'in one. Thu 
\The: 


2. The pen imetid wii s Ct; 
For all power faith be) 5s given to me : it was 
not given/to any Angel, or Angels, nort 
any Monarch;.-or Monarchs of the work 
ty parry rare 
then any of the Princes of the care 


(7) 
or any Principalities and Powers of hea- 
ven ; one more beloved of God, and'who 
had done a greater ſervice than =>. Sera 
for he had humbled himſeIFar his 
corttthand'f low'as to be a ſervant, and 2 
ſeryant obedient unto the death” of the 
Croſs; therefore he, and none other, was 
thus highly exalted," and received a name 
aboye'every name. -- | OOTY 

3. The Donour'yas God the" Father, 
As none but Cliriſt-was capable,” riotie was 


, AO- 


1 fn te poly 


which "implies, 'rijar Chtift as'maj 
nor of himſelf; it wits not arr of 
primitive, bur &delegate and” 


(8) 
.ta.att init. after. his Baptiſm. Buz 


to be;King and. Prieſt. The words 
> and. patent; were theſe, P(a. 


« 7, 8.. Lhow rt my, Sen, this day heveT 
en] '; or then, G £008 bop bs Hoe 


uh of Zion, &, gave him the hea- 
ne 6 the uttermoſh parts 
Fa the or his poſſeſſion, Andas by. theſe 
was made. King, ſo by. the 
bis Ws made Prieſt 7 BE {owe oa s 
- 5:He, glori d nt him; mſelf, . nor took oem hor 
tobe lygh Prieſt, but be 28s made ſuch by bims 


jon;;. and. for -God tg beget- him. char 
day YE; way RG ef from The 


mM, ,And 

J.ag eternal Phiekt 
it time Shs ta exercily his 
hwarc command the: Ang ANBES, 
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Who [at art my Son, this day ond - 
Pager Five: This day is the day of reſur- |. 
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(9) 
ceived his glotions reward for:his deep hu- 
miljation, and greawſervice performed ups 
on, the Croſs,--and: the time of his full glo- 
rification was at hand ; and that ſaffering 
was the way to glory. 2. That kethad full 
power to grantthem a large commiſſion; 
and therefore ashis Father ſent;him, ſohe 
ſends,them : and:as he could, 10-he would 
make good whatſoever they; did according 
te this patent : for-upon thisuniverſal pow- 
er.received-by Chriſt depends the miniſtry 
of. the Goſpel; and: the - efficacy:of Word 
and:Sacraments, which muſt continue unto 
the worlds end : and by vertuethereof, the 


 Gpolſtles; ;and;;theix | ſuccetiours,. ſhur and 


open the gates of heaven ; and what they: 
bind or logje,on earth, is ratified 1 in hea» 
ven: and this, isthe great: comfort to. the 
unwerſal Churchand eſpecidllyico the Mi. 
ruſters therepF;; that che blelied. Lord and 
Saviour who hath made ſo many and:great 
pramiſes, is enabled by this great poWer to 
make them all Lab "I 938br > Ay 


Chap. XL. VT ; 7, 4 INIT 
of "NY mandare... Jas 


Ow oj JE the races Ms 
Jr ances Chriſt uncd _ Apoſtles, 
1 Whereas 
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(10) 
wherein we have the- inſtitution of the 
Miniſtry for the diſpemſation-of Word and 
Sacraments tending to the converſion, edi- 
fication, and eternal ſalvation of finful 
man: and in the text with - the words fol. 
lowing thrge things are obſervable. 

x. The party granting the commiſſion: | 

2. The parties tro whom its granted. 

3. The parrs of it. 

1. The party granting- it: is Chriſt; ay | 
riſen from the dead, having received all | 
power an/ heaven and earth, and ready | 
to aſcend into heaven, that he might ſend | 


down-theHoly Ghoſt to enable the perſons | 


commiſſioned more fully1odiſthargs thets 
cruſt." 

.- 2, The parcies to whom i it Was ofained 
were firſt the Apoſtles, and'in'them all Mi. 
niſters lawfully-called ta'fhcceed therfFin 
the diſpenſation of the hag and Sacra: 
Ments. 


"G2 Ys The par of che cortnſfonarert 


1. AHandate. 2. A 
" "x. Fhe mangare we have i theſe wards, 


Go teach all nations,bap ptizing. them in the name -\ 


of the Father,and the Son, and . of Hely Ghoſt, 


s 7 them to obſerve all things whasſe- 
bave commanded you 


bath four | arts. 


| 


This matidate: in reſpect of the matter | 


—— — ——. IL 


(11) 

1: They muſt goto all Nations. 

2. They muft-preach and diſciple them. 

They muſt baptizechem 1n-th&name 

of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
i «6d 

4. They muſt reach them to obſerve all 
the commandments of Chritt. 

The promiſe alſo for thema tteris twofold; - 
for Chriſt engageth himſelf unco them for, 
x.His-preſence and aſliſtance,7 ill be with 

gow, 2. The continuance of: bis: preſence 
and-aſſiftance : for he 211/-be '2with- you to 
the worlds end. 

The mandate did give them power, and 
bourid them to exerciſe it ; The-promiſe 
did encourage to go on with the work, and 


" gave them hope of ſucceſs. :The-mandate 


bound them ta: Chriſt, the-promiſe bound 
Chrift to them, ,.The words ofthe man- 
date and promiſe may be reduced to three 
propoſitions, or divine axioms. ; . 

The x. Chriſt-grants a commiſſion ro 
the Apoſiles. $* JI. 

2. In this commiſſionde tammands them 
to go, diſciple, baptize, teach all Nations. 

3. He promiſeth certainly to be with 
them always unto the worlds end. | 
- The x. (Chfiſt grants a commiſſion to 
thi Apoſttes) is to be at NS. to 


448 F 


(22): | 
make way for the eniſang 'difcourſe. A 


commiſſion ilining out from fome eminent 
Ld . 
poweT hath two etfeCts for it. 


x. Gives authority and power to the | 


party commiſſioned. 


2. Binds to exerciſe that power accard= |} 


ing to the inſtructions given. 


This Ro and the obligation' u- | - 


ſually follow upon a Mandate ; for when 
God or higher powers command any:un- 
der their power to do any thing expreſied 
in the mandare, then the party commanded 
bath not only power, but is tound to do 
it; when Chriſt therefore as univerſal Lord 


and Soveraign : had ſignified his will and { 


pleaſure untb 'the Apoſtles, and expreſſed 
what their work was, | this fignificarion * 
was 'not'only a ſufficierit} warrant forithe 
difpenfatiow of Word-and Sacraments 'in 
the adminiſtration of his/heavenly King- 
dom, but alſ6*bound ro the performance 
of their "daty. -- And now if: they do any 
thing ſpecified in the mandate, it muſt 


needs hevalid'ac@rdingito the Conſticuti- 
on of the univerfal Empire, and they muſt 


be indemnifjied/as no ways:guilty' of pre- | 
ſumptuous *uſurpation>or- intrufion into | 


he 5 


rheir Office: And'if they \be diligentand | 


Gichful in their. place, and perforni.cheir | 
|  Þ Peep x. "Ro | | 


qurty. 
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(13) 
{ary they. may.make a gogd account, and 
a reward,-' By vertue:- of-this man+ 
dare the Apoſtles received an extraording- 
_ Ty, and all Miniſters duly-qualified, elect- 
ed, 'approved,- an ordinary. power., And 
itsa- great camfort and content unto a Mi- 
niſter, when he can truly ſay, and. his con- 
' ſcience teſtifie | jt 3.1 did not,go. before I 
was ſent ; andthe word of the Lord came 
rome before 1. did preſume to declare it 
to others. I did not aſſume power before 
it was given me ; neither have I done any 
thing: for, which I have not my Maſters 
command. As Chriſt gave, ſo the Apo- 
| ſtles received: this commiſſicn ; yet this 
wwas.not the firſt, for Chyiſt had formerly 
ſent them and confined them to the lot 
ſheep of 1/reel.; but now he enlargeth their 
patent,and they muſt. go to all;Nations. And 
here is obſervable that when beſent them 
firſt to the Jews only, he gave them not 
only authority;.but, che ability. of Apoſtles, 
and when he. ſendsthema the ſecond time 
'Zobn 20. 21, 22.he breaths upon; them ſay- 
ing, Recejve . ge. the , holy ghoſt, and com- 
mands. them to., ie ther role cill the 
ſpirjicfrom on; high ſhou ed upon 
them, - Which ſhould, fully 06 pour them for 
the —_— of thicir þ Sl oihee furrh{y 
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received & were endued with afl heavenly | c 
wiſdom, and-the knowledge of languages | « 
and all other gifts requiſite for their place. | « 
Chriſt did in this proceed by degrees ; | » 
firſt, he makes them Diſciples, then Apo-} r 

E 

t 


Mes, then Meſſengers fit to be ſent unto 
all Nations : and. he never required ary 
thing at their hands but according to their | 
ability, which he had given them. Humage | 
commiſſions if rightly granted, do not |! 


n 
v 
li 
make the perſons to be commiſſioned | fi 
d 
nN 


able and rightly qualified, but find them | 
ſuch. And thongh men may chuſe and | 
advanceinſufficient and unworthy perſons, | p 
yet Chriſt never did ſo;but if they benor fit, | 

he makes them able before he ſends them | c 
or puts them in office ; otherwiſe tie knows | © 
power ſhould be given in vain ; forthough | Þp 
they ſhould be very willing, yet they ſhall | 

not be able to do their duty. Therefore | { 
if God ſend any man, there will be found | 2 
in him not only authority but ability | tl 
too. Let no man therefore take upon | d 
him the'charge ofa Miniſter except he find | C 
himſelf qualified ; for inſufficiency in any | | i 
perſon 18 evidence enough that God neyer | hi 
intenced him for his ſerviee in this kind. ' n 
As the mandate prefappoſing ability as ne- | b 
ceſlary,gave authority;ſo it did induce an | ir 
| obligation. 
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obligation of, the perſon! commanded to 
do his work: -- Therefore the Apoſtles re- 
ceiving a: command. for to perform the 
: | works proper totheir place and office, were 
»- | not at liberty, but as they had received 
o| power ſo they muſt exerciſeit ; otherwiſe 
y | they cannot be faithful to their truſt, nor 
Jz make any good account, nor expect a re- 
e | wagd.; nay, they will be guilty and liable. 
t | to. puniſhment. - This Paul being con- 
d | ftituted an Apoſtle knew full well, and 
n | doth confeſs it, ſaying, x Cor. 9. 16.( A 
d neceſſity is laid upon me, and woe unto.me if I 
p, | preach not the Goſpel) where we may ob- 
t, | ſerve, x. An obligation to preach the 
n | Goſpel, and this a neceſſity from the 
s | command. . 2. Anather obligation unto 
h | puniſhment, if he diſcharge not higduty. 
1] From this commiſſion we may ob- 
e | ſerve many things. 1. In reſpect of Chriſt. 
d | 2.. of Miniſters. 3. Of People to whom 
y | they are ſent; In Chriſts giving this man- 
n | date- is manifeſted his great cars of the 
d | Church, and his tender love to. our poor 
y | fouls ready to periſh. x. He redeems us by 
| his precious blood, and merits unſpeakable 
' Mmerciss for us. .2. Leaſt this blood ſhould 
| be ſhed in vain, and theſe mercies never 
imparted unto us, he girts commiſſion to 
bis 


C 
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n 
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(16) | 
his APoſtles” and Meſſehgers, Curniſherh 
chem with gifts, gives themauthority and 
power, : binds them to difpence the Word, 
adminiſter- the Sacraments, and uſe all 
means * which he hath appointed for our 
converſion; confirmation and eternal fal- 
vation, that we in the end may attain the 
_ ultimate benefit of His death and paſſior'; 

d be fully and for ever faved: And'woe 
unto them if they be not diligent and | 
faithful.; for he will be highly offended | | 
with them, and require theit blood at their | 


. hands. OG 

- 2. For Miniſters , let them conſider | 
whether they have ability, and-be rightly ! 
qualified; before they enter apon the place; 
whether they have authority and be ſent, 
and ifghey take the charge upon them, ler 
them remember their duty, and the ftrict 
obligation -that lies upon them. If they | " 
have nor ability, - Chriſt never intended to | © 
truſt them;they- cannot diſcharge the place; | ** 
if they have riot a clear'call and mandate, [ 
they cannot -expect his aſſiſtance, ſucceſs 
or. comfort; if they neglect their duty, 


- 


woe-unto them; they ſhall be called toan | ? 
account, and ſhall! be found more gmlty kc 
then other-men, and puniſhed with more 


grieyons puniſhments;andthey muſt know 
____ | that 
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(7) 
that the Office of a Miniſter is nota place of 
eaſe,worldly honour, filchy gain,much leſs 
of tyranny. over - mens confciences, and 
proudly domineering over Chrifts flock. 

3. Asfor the people, they maſt conſider 
Chriſts deareſt love unto . them, highly 
eſteem cheir Miniſters in love for the works 
ſake, hearken-ro 'their ' Doctrine, obey 
their commands, follow their directions. 
And if they deſpiſe them, - they deſpiſe 


Chriſt who ſent them ; and ſhall ſeverely. 
be puniſhed. 


O—_— _— 


Chap. 3. 
Of Chriſts command to go to all Nations. 
Sect. I. 


He ſecond propoſition is concerning 
the Mandate the x. part of the com- 
miſſion, and it is to this ' purpoſe: Chriſ 
commanded the 4 poſtles to preach, baptize, 
teachall Nations. And x ptetied + thisis a Copu- 
late compound axiom & divifable into ſe- 
veral ſimple axioms ; therefore according 
to the fotir ſeveral parts of the work and 
matter commanded, I will deliver them in 
four diſtin propoſitions which are theſe. 
7. Chriſt commanded the Apoſtle to go 

to al Nations. 

G 
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2. Chriſt commanded thern to teach all 
Nations to whom they went. 

3. Chriſt commanded them to baptize 
all Nations taught. 

4. Chriſh commanded them to teach 
all Nations baptized to. obſerve all things 
Which he had commanded them. 
| ore Ienter upon theſe:particulars,let 

me inform you. x. That thoſe actions 


commanded are ſubordinate one to ano- 


cher, the firſt to the ſecond, the ſecond to | 


the third, the third to the laſt; For they | 
auſt go that they may teach or diſciple : | 
'They muſt teach or dilciple that they may | 
baptize; they muſt baptize that they may 
teach the parties baptized the obſervatlory 
of all Chriſts commands. 

2, The general object of theſe ations,i9 
all nations ; that is, the men of all aqrion; 
the object of their preaching is thenymber 
of them. in. all nations who hear them; the. 
object of their Baptiſm are: uch 8s baing,| 
taught are Diſcip - the: ſubject or ob- 
Ject of teaching are the baptized. 

3- The whole work charged upon theſe, 
Apoſtles and their ſucceſlours is reducible | 
to the diſpenſation of Word. and Sacra- 
ments. | 
4 That in theſe words we have a clear 

n- 
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inſticotion of the miniſtery, and direQtions. 
for Dottrine, Worftip , and diſcipline 
Chriſhan. 

5. The end of the miniſtery is the ap- 
plication of Chrifts Redemption ; and of 
| bis Redemption applyed remiſſion of fins 
and eternal life. 


Sect. 2. The Propoſition. 
" Chrif commands his Apoſtles to go to all 


| Nations. 

Here is not determined the patticulae 
time and day when thy ſhould begin the 
bj what Nation or Nationsthey 

ounto; whether they ſhould go e- 
| rake ly or joyntly : whether they ſhould 
4 do the whole work in'their own perſons, 
| or ſome of it by aſſiſtants qualified for that 
'{ purpoſe, when their work ſhould be frniſh- 
| ed, whether in theic own time, or much 
) was to be leſt unto their ſuccellours z yet 
| theſe raps though not here exprefied are 
-| certam. 1. They: muſt go to-all. Nanons, 
for none are excepted or excluded. 2. 
| They muſt begin at Feruſalemand firſt ten- 
>| der ſalvation to the Jew. 3. They muſt 
-| begin in this place immediately upon the 
| receiving of the Holy Ghoſt, and- the gift 
of Languages, 4. They muſt £0 tO ny, 
C 2 a= 
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Nations as providence did direCt themang 
the Spirit did reveal unto them. 5. They 
might go ſeverally and have their ſeveral 
aſſignations; yet ſo that ſometimes two * 
OF more might go together, or meet at the. 
ſame place, 6. They might do. and did 
many thingsby aſſiſtants. 7. The. principal 
work of the Apoſtles was to plant and lay 
the . foundation of the Chrifttan Church 
and Religion. 8. Seeing the work. could 
not- be finiſhed before the Worlds end ; 
therefore much muſt be left to their ſuc- 
eeſſours. 9. Chriſt did not ſo limit himſelf 
to the eleven Apoſtles then preſent as that 
he could not commiſſion others and inveſt 
them with Apoſtolical power : for after- 
ward St. Mathias was ſubſtituted in the 
place of Fudas, and St. Paul made a thir- 
teenth Apoſtle. xo: This univerſal power 
in reſpect of all Nations was not fo limited 
to the Apoſtles or any extraordinary Mi- 
nifters , that the ordinary might not do 
Chriſt ſervice in the univerſal Church, or 
any Nation whether God ſhonld cat! him 
according to the opportunity and ability 
which God ſhould give him. 

But to be briefand haſten to rhe princi- 
pal part of the commiſſion, I will in this 
Propoſition briefly obſerye four thin ps. 


I. The | 
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F; The preventing graceof God: 20s 
2, His enlarging mercy. 
3. The benefits which redound unto us 
thereupon. 
4. Our duty tobe performed i in reſpect 
of this grace, mercy, and thoſe benefits. 


x. The preventing Kiace of God ap- 
pears in this, that the Nations did not pray 
to God ro ſend them, nor ſeek to the; A- 
poſtles to come unto them, nor- did they 
come unto the Apoſtles ; but-the Apoftles 
were commanded to' go to them, *and did 
go, and Came to all Nations. They mnſt 
not take their eaſe, and make Feruſalemthe 
place of their reſidence i in one College, 
Confiſtory® or palace there. - They muſt 
not ſtand upon terms'of Honour, and ſend 
out their Edicts to Cite" and famfmnon'the 
Nations *t6 "come thto/them and/appear 
before ' ther. © Its true , chat hitherto the 
Jew ' had/raken- State upd him ;*and, be- 
cauſe of Gods ' Elefticn 'of that Gi and 
che: Temple; - the Gentiles muſt Je 
there, & appear before God in thar' holy 
place If- thus he 'refufe to-do, he' maſt 
ſtand at a diſtance and continue without 
Chriſt, without honour, without God in 
If the Gentile will not come 


(22) 
over to the Jew, the Jew will not, muſt 
not go over unto hifm, But the time of 
this diſpenſation was. expired, and God 
will take another courſe ; and in his inf 
nite mercy he will. prevent the Gerxiles of 
all Nations. The Apoſtles muſt part aſun- 
der, take ſeveral, ways; and with great 
labour, peril, charge; viſit the Nations of 
the World; and ſeek their ſouls, in every 
climate. And God by them did bring the 
Golpel, Chriſt ard Salvation totheip doors; | 
and offer Heaven and Eternity of bliſs un-| 
co. moſt unworthy. wretches, who, never 
fought or thought of any ſuch ching. Then 
began to be fulfilled, chat which was ſpo-| 
ken-by the Prophet long before. Eſay 65. 1. 
I am ſought of them that asked not for me : 1 
am found of them that ſought me ua. ; 1ſaid, 
Bebold me, behold me, antoa Nation not called 
by my Name. The. diſtance between God 
and ſinful man,is very great ,:,and would 
for ever. ſo:continue, if God ſhould deal 
with. him in ſtrict juſtice : nay,i6 he ſhould 
not  ſhew him great mercy. For man 
would-never think of God as he ought, ne- 
ver.delire him, never come unto him, if 
God ſhould not prevent him, call him and 
come.unto him farſt. For man will never 
- ok his God, if God donot ſeek him firkt 
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For mans ſalvation muſt begin in Gods 
Free love and preventing grace, whereby 
he ſeeks him, finds him, and finds him dead 
in fins and treſpaſles, and ready for to pe- 
riſh. This is Gods preventing grace. 
2.His enlarging mercy appears inthat the 
Apoſtles muſt go not only tothe Jew, bar 
to the Gentile ; and not only tothe Gen- 
tiles of ſome few Nations, but of all; and 
ſeek to gather them into'o6ne body, and 
Cloſe them up into one fold. For formerly 
his ſpecial mercy was confined to a ſingle 
Nation,the people of the Jews, the poſte. 
rity of Abrahamby Facob, but now it maſt 


. beextended to all Nations, and to all forts 


of all Nations' - No Nation in particular 
by name is excepted, excluded,” or to be 
omitted and. patled by. God for a long 
time incloſed the Jew; and: by a partition 
wall ſevered him from all Nationsin mat- 
ter of Religion. HisOracles, hisCovenant, 
the promiſe- of Chriſt, thefanttifying Spi- 
rit, and all the means of converſion were 
the priviledges of this people. But now 
Gods mercies will not be chus ſtraitned 
and contained in ſuch narrow bounds. The 
partition wall muſt be broken down, and 

his faving grace will overflow theſe Harry | 
Banks , and- like the Ocean compaſs the 
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; 2, Butifor. what end muſt this mercy 
thus enlarge, and why muſt they go unta 
all Nations 'of the Gentiles? They might 
have gone todenounce moſt fearful judge- 
ments. . -For; what could Idolatrous Apo- 
ſtates, who had: forſaken their God who 
made'them, and every moment preſerved 
them, expect-but ſome fearful puniſhments 
to be executed; upon them. | Yet ſuch was 
Gods mercy towards them that they were 
not ſent to denounce;judgement , but to 
proclaim an. act of Eternal, Indemnity and 
Pardon of all their many grievous fins, 
and promiſe, and that upon faireſt terms, 
Eternal life. Therefore the benefit of this 
preventing grace and enlarging mercy, 
which did redound toall people of all Na- 
tions, WASYELy great. They fate in dark- 
neſs and the ſhadow, of death under the 
power of Satan; ignorant, blind, corrup- 
ted,  hardned, - without any.;means of con- 
verſion or: hope. of falvation.. But by the 
Apoſtles Gbqd-fends unto them light, life, 
peace, joy, comfort ; Heaven gates are 
opened, Eternal Life offered, and Chriſt 1s 
very Willing: and deſirous to fave us, 'and 
give us eternal bliſs. O that- men-would 
conſider how great a mercy t is for God 
to come ſo near unto us, and put us ina 


Capacity 
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tapacity of ſalvation. x. This benefit would 
appear to be the greater, if we would re- 
member how unworthy we are. -2. The 
fad: condition of others to whom God-ne- 
ver vouchſafed rhe light of the; Goſpel : 
without this preventing grace Salvation is 
impoſſible -to all ; without this enlarging 
mercy impoſlible to many, eſpecally tous 
who: live at fo great a diſtance-ina.corner 
of the World. But ithath been ſo;enlarged 
that-.it reached us, God hath found us, 
Chriſt is come unto-us ; and the heavenly 
light of faving eruth doth clearly ſhine 
tpon us; So that if we periſh, we are 
deeply guilty, and.the cauſe of our own 
eternal miſery: 

4. If the benefit be ſo great, and "1 re- 
dounds tous that we have a great part and 
ſhare in it;. then our, obligation.to thank- 
fulneſ$ is very great. If we knew 6ur own 
unworthineſs, and..our woful: condition, 
the oreatneſs of the benefiwould more 
Clearly appear; and ſtir us up totbankful- 
neſs... Therefore lets conſider theſe things 
more... ſeriouſly. 'and acknowledge. the 
benefit with all, humble KY + firieſs ; 
uſe the means of grace vouchſafed unto 


us, and. receive Chriſt upon thoſe gracious 
terms he 1s offered unto us, Shall God 


 COMce 
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come (© near to us, and ſhall not we comes 
near to him ? Shall he ſeek us firſt, and 
we not ſeek him ? this were a grievous 
ſin; and the higheſt degree of ingratitude 
I muſt, needs tell you that to receive / 
meſſage of eternal peace from heaven 
and not acknowledge fo great a mercy , 
. to enjoy the means of converſion, ant 
not . uſe them, to have Chriſt offered ani 
reſiſt him, are the greateſt fins, deſerve 
the greatelt puniſhments', make falvatic 
impoſſible, and damnation unavoidable. 
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Chap. 4- 


Of teaching all Nations, and of teachioy i 
general, and the Matter to beraught, and 


of Chriſtian confeſſion. - 
Sect. I; The Second Propoſition is this. | 


I. Chriſt" commanded the a to real 1, 
all Nations. 
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et 
A S they mult goto all Nations, Gthe a 
miſt ceach them', except they YO T6 


they caniiot. teach , therefore this going as 71 
was formerly cbſerved, is ſtibordinate to} Cl 
this work of reaching without which the 
former is.in vain Andas they were bound 
to the former, ſo they were to this latte 
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much more; and the perſons to . whom 
chey muſt go, the ſame they mult teach. 
But for the better underſtanding of this 
Propoſition, we muſt enquire. 

1. What this teaching is. 

2. Whar's the matter-to be taught. 

1. Teaching is a communicating our 
knowledge to others, and this done by. 
certain outward ſigns and expreſlions/, 
which God hath appointed for that end. 
For he hath:given us thegift of ſpeech and 
writing to ſignifie our mind unto others. 
_ To teach in St. Mathew andSt. Mark: is to 
3 Preach, which ſeems to be ſomewhat mare: 
5 But both: imply, chat; they were endued 
#| With certain and: ſufficient knowledge of 
& ſuch things as they muſt make knownun. 

to the Nations of the; World; and as their 
4 knowledge was certain; ſo Chriſt had pro- 
7 -miſed the Spirit for to;guide them infalli- 
7 bly in their-teaching and/ preaching, whe- 
ther by word or writing. And there was 
yi aſpecial reaſon why Chriſt ſhould thus di- 
» rect them-:for their dodtrine muſt be-the 
| rule of Faith and practiſe unto the whole 
0 Charch, not only for a time, but till time 
& ſhall be no more. -Bur.co teach in this 
place ſeems to be ceaching with ſucceſs, ſo - 
ap to cauſe the perſons tavght to learn 
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hat is, to receive their DoCtrine, under! 
ſtand it, approve it, be convinced of: the 
truth of it, and be converted by it ſo far 
as to be made'Chriſtians. - Therefore ſome 
have thought fatto turn the ' place -thug, 
Go and Diſciple all Nations, and-the Perſian 
tranſlator fo underſtands it. . For he makes 
this work to' be a reducing of the whole Ti 
Werld ro the Religion and Faith of Jeſus 
Chrift. Its true; "that their DoEtrine had} 
not this ſucceſs with all perſons to whom 
it-was ſent. - For ſome oppoſed and bla- ( 
ſphemed it,- ſome heard it and neglected & 
't; to ſome it was foohſhnefs, to other 
very:offenſive and aſcandal ; but by vertue 
of-the ſpirit it'was'to'many the'power'c 
God'-unto ' Salvation... - -This- is: teaching 
which: muſt be not only private but pub: 
lick ; they'maſt Preach. - Preachers anci| * 
ently were: called amongſt the- Heathen 
An; ayyan Mellengers' from! Heaven 
and alſo pnblick Officers imployed by their 
Soveraigns to fignihe-their Witkand Plea- 
ſure "unto their ſujects. :: Their work was 
to- go into/all parts of their Dominions , 
and ſolemnly with a loud voit@andfomes} |. 
times: with ſound of Trumpet' to publiſh ; 
their Editts, and ler their ſubjects knou -_ 
their Princes mind, Burt it its very likely] ' 
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the Evangeliſts took the expreſſion out of 
the Old Teſtament, and therein did allude; 
to the Proclaiming of the year of Jubilee. 
as may appear from the Prophet. Eſay 6r. 
I, 2. Where the word is uſed. In reſpect 
of this a(t the Apoſtles might be truly de- 
nominated Mellengers , Cryers, Publick 
Officers ; yer ſent from Heaven and nor 
from Earth, From God and not from Men. 
They were eminent Officers of Chriſts 
kingdom. . Their works was to Proclaim 
and publiſh his Laws, promiſe peace, per- 
ſwade men to Repentance and Faith, and 
jj ſo make them Subjects unto their bletſed 
+ Saviour and Redeemer. This teaching 
4 both for the matter and mannor was ex- 
traordinary,wonderfuland plainly Divine, 

+ was. accompanied with the blelied ſpirit, 
2} and wrought wonderfully upon the hearts. 
| of men, and had rare efte&ts, and proved. 

the mighty power of God unto Salvation. 

This will be more evident from the 
| 2. Thing, Which is the matter comman- 
N ded to be taught ; which according to St. 
ix} Hark is inone word the Goſpel, Mark 16. 
415, 16, Go ye wnto all the World, and preach. - 
2 the Goſpel unto every creature. Hethat be- 

| lieveth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved; but be 
«od that believeth not, ſhall be damned. Fr: 

IC * 
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The matter therefore in general is the 
Goſpel, in particular the Doctrine of 
Chriſt, Faith, Baptiſm, and Salvation of 
Unbelief and Damnation. According to 
Lnke, Luke 16. 46, 47. its Concerning 
Chriſts ſuffering , Reſurrection, Repen- 
tance, Faith, Remiſſion of ſins. In this 
Evangeliſt its the Doctrine of God the Fa- 
ther, who madeheaven and earth, and fo 
loved ſinful man, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son for his ſalvation : concerning 
Jeſus Chriſt who was incarnate, ſuffered, 
died, roſe again for our Reſurrection ; 
concerning the Holy Ghoſt by the word 
converting us, making us capable of re- 


miſſion, and fancrtifying us to Eternal Life.” 


Yect. -2. 

Thus we underſtand what teaching and 
preaching is. 2. What the Doctrine to be 
taught ; NowlI will take the liberty toen- 
large and manifeſt 

I. That this is our Savionrs Creed. 
2. Thatitsthe ground of the Ancient 
and Apoſtolical Creed. 

3. That char which 1s called the Apo- 
ſtles Creed, is agreeable unto this of our 
SAVIOUr. 

4. That it is the abridgement of the 
Scriptures, 
x. Thi 
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I: ' This is our Saviours Creed delivered 
in theſe words Unto his Apoſtles , as the 
ſubſtance of the Doctrine which they muſt 
teach, and a form of Faith to be profeſled 
by all ſuch as by Baptiſm are to beſolemn- 
ly admitted into the number of his Diſci- 
ples. Not that he had not often and more 
at large taught the ſame, as we may read 
in his Sermons and conferences related by 
the Evangeliſts. I will inſtance in one 
paſſage of his diſcourſe with Nicodcmus, 
The words are theſe, Foby 3. 16. God [0 
loved the World that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whoſoever believeth in himſhould not 
terifh, but have everlaſting life. This Text 


.*| begins with Godz*and ends with everlaſt- 


mg life, as many confeſſions do. And 
therein we may obferve. 1. God the Fa- 
ther who created the World, loving ſinfu} 
man. 2. His only begotten Son given to 
redeem us. 3. The Holy Ghoſt regenerating 
its and working Faith in us; that by faith 
we may eſcape eternal death, and attain 
eternal life. For this is the true and ge- 
nuine ſenſe of theſe words; we read of 
many forms of faith and confeſſion ; ſome 
called Apoſtolical related by many of the, 
Ancients, and of the Nicene , Epheſine , 
Conſtantinopolitan, Roman , — (-- 
"© 
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and athers ; yet thisis before them all, az 
bove them all, the ground of them all, im- 
mediately divine, delivered by Chriſt him. 
felf, recorded mn holy Scipture ; and there- 
fore no unwritten Tradition. In this re- 
ſpect Tertullian might well fay that the 
Apoſtles had the rule of Faith from Chriſt, 
and Chriſt from God. For from whom 
he received his power,from him he received 
this Doctrine which he commands his Apo- 
ſtles to teach, and all ——_ to believe. 
Sect. | 

This is the ground a the ancient and 

Apoſtolical Creed delivered by the Apo- 


ſtles to the Churches, which they planted, 
as by ſeveral of the firſePrimitive Write 
we are informed. For they for. matter 
and -method agree with this, and in both 
are conformable unto it. The matter of 
them all is God the Father, and the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoſt ; andthe methodis to 
begin with the Father ,£o on with the Son, 
and end with the Holy Ghoſt, though not 
expreſs terms, yet by conſequence. By 
which it appears they took their riſe from 
theſe words. | 

T. They begin with God the Father, 
and under this part bringin that firſt great: 
oe of Creation, 
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Jagainſt all Mahumetans and Unbeliev 


E (33) | 

2. They proceed to the Son theeternal 
xword of the Father, who was .made fleſh 
and redeemed mankind, created: righte- 
ous and holy, and faln in Adam. | 

3. They ſpeak of the Holy Ghoſt, who 
as Tertullian exprelleth it, is ( San#ificator 
fidei),by whom Chriſt was conceived, the 
Prophets inſpired, the Church comforrted.. 
Divers of them conclude with the final 
judgment wherein Chriſt ſhall render to 


1 all fach as being ſanctified by the ſpirit do 


believe, eternal rewards,6 tothe devil and 
wicked men erernal puniſhments ;- where 
we muſt obſerve. x. That creation ex- 
tends to all things -: for God created 
heaven and earth, and all things therein. 
2. Redemption :reacheth only man, for 
Chriſt redeemed not the Angels, nor any 
other creature but finful mankind, 3. 
SanQification is confined to the Church 
and the Elect people of God. So that the 
Spirit fanCtifies not all men bur th 

Church; Chriſt reedeems man, but notall 
creatures; God the Father createth all 
things and all perſons. The firſt part of 
the Creed concerning one God, is againſt 


Jall Atheiſts and Heathen Idolaters. The 


ſecond concerning the Son Jeſus Chriſt is 


ing 
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Jews. The third concerning the Holy 
Ghoſt is- againſt” all'Pelagians, enimies of 
grace-and counterfeit Chriſtians. 

” And here it is to be noted that the my. | | 
ſtery of God the Father, and the Son, and | | 
the Holy "Ghoſt was never fo clearly and | | 
- diſtintly made manifeſt , as it was when | ; 
the Father out of Love gave his only be- | | 
gotten Son, and ſent him into the World ; | | 
and when the Son-andeternal word was | ( 
made-fleſh andredeemed man : and when | ; 
the holy Ghoſt deſcended inthe likeneſs of | ; 
a Dove, and reſted upon our Saviour Jeſus} | 
Chriſt and came upon the Apoſtles and} « 
fanCtifhed believers. KY c 

| l Sect. 4. : e 
After it hath-been manifeſted thatin this 
Doctrine concerning God the Father, a 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. x. We hay 
Chriſts own Creed, and 2. Tharthis was 
the ground of the ancient' Apoſtolical 
Creeds and Confeſſions ; it remains 3. that] 
I ſay ſomething of that which is common- 
ly called the Apoſtles Creed, which we 
find in Ruffnus with an Expoſition, anc 
Whichis uſed in the Catechiſms and Litur 
gies of the Roman and reformed Churches 
In this we may obſerve 
x, That for the principal matter and 
4 L metho 


(35) 
method its grounded: upon our Saviours 
Creed, ' and exactly agrees with the anci- 
ent and primitive Confeſſions. Forthere- 
in we have three principal parts, the x. 

Concerning God the Father and the work 
of Creation of the world ; the 2, concern- 
ing God the Son, and the work of Re- 
demption of man ; the 3. concerning God 
the Holy Ghoſt and ſanCtification of the 
Church and the Eleft people of God. This 
appears by that brief contraction of it in 
our publick Catechiſm, which is a prime 
peice in this particular of antiquiry ; and 
vives great light how to underſtand the 

confeſfion, and implies that it was ground- 
ed upon onr Saviours Creed. 

2. To underſtand this Creed the better, 
we muſt obſerve. 1. The object. 2. The 
act of man about this object. x. The ob- 
jet is God the Father, Son, and Haly 
Ghoſt conſidered. 

I. In himſelf. 
2: In his works, which are 
1. Creation. 
2. Providence. 
Providence whereofthere are two parts, 
I. Prefervation. 
2. Ordination. 
1, General of all. 


D 2 2, Special | 
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2. Special of man, eſpecially a faln. 


Of chis ſpecial providence there be two 
principal branches tin, 

Concerning the Redeemer two things 
are to be obſeryable. 

1. Who he 1s. 
2. Whats his work. 

1. He is Jeſus Chriſt, who for perſon is 
the only Son of God ; for Natures God 
and man, and as man he was conceived by 
the Holy Ghoſt, and born of the Virgin 
Mary : for Offices he is King, Prieſt , and 
Prophet. 

2: His work is that which we call Re- 
demption, whereof two parts. 

. cHumiliation. 
His\ Exaltation. 

His humiliation in chat he.taking upon 
him che form of a ſervant, ſuffered under 
Pontious Pilate, was Crucified, dead, and 
buryed, deſcended into Hell. 

Reſurrection. 
Aſcenſion. 
Seſlion at the right 
hand of God. 
Comming to Judge- 
ment. 
The application of this Redemption 


His Exaltation 
in his 


hath chree things conſiderable. I. The 
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I. The principal canſe, which is the ho- 
ly Ghoſt by the word working Faith in us. 

2. The ſubject to which this application 
is made, Which is ,the holy Catholick 
Church, the Communion of Saints, which 
is the number of believers. 

3. The effects of this Redemption ap- 
plyed. 

r. Forgiveneſs of ſins. 
Which are x 2. Reſurrection ofthe body. 
3. Life everlaſting. 

And here its to be noted, | 

x. That by the humiliation of Chriſt, 
and eſpecially the death and facrifice of 
himſelf upom the Croſs, theſe effects and 
bleſſings were merited, and'in conſidera- 
tion of the ſame were promiſed. 
' * 2, That God as loving us, Redeeming 
us by Chriſt, and applying this Redempti- 
on by his Spirit,is the fountain and cauſeof - 
falvation and eternal happineſs. 

3. That God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, as conſidered in himſelf and in 
his works of Creation, Redemption, and 
SanCtification, is the principal object ofthe 
acts of this ſaving faith. 

2. As theſe things are the object of our 
Faith, and the (Credenda) fo the at is to 
believe, To believe is x, To be certainly 


( 38) 


perſwaded of the truth of theſe things; as | 


revealed by. God, and certainly known-to 
be ſo. For the ground of a divine infal- 
. Uble faich, muſt be a divine Teſtimony 
known certainly to be divine. 2. To relie 
upon God thus repreſented and believed 
as able.and promiſing-eternal life unto ſin- 


ful man upon faireſt terms. 3. To profeſs / 
this our faith. God is the efficient cauſe by 


his Spirit of this faith ; he 1s the object, 
tis word is the rule. 
3. This faith we Proteftants do pro- 


feſs, this faith they of Rome do profeſs ; | 


and both. agree not only in the words, bur 
for the moſt part in the ſenſe of this Creed, 
as appears by the expoſition thereof given 
in their Trent Catechiſm. This is not fo 
to be underſtood as though there were 
no Errours in that, except in theſe three 
particulars. For beſides the many truths 
delivered in that part of the-Catechiſm, 
there are ſeveral erronrs intermixt;though 
none of them ſo groſs as theſe three. 

T. In the manner of Chnits birth. 

2. In the diviſion of Hell into ſeyeral 

$. 

3. In the viſible Headſhip of their Ro- 
man:Pontif over the univerſal-Church. 
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Though none of theſe have any ground 
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| Ih Scripture or inthe writings of pureſt 
Antiquity, are no ways necellary or con- 
ducing to SanCtificationand Salyation ; and 
are, more like Fanciesand Fables then any 
folid truth : yet we muſt be condemned 
as Innovators, Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, as 
having no hope of falyation till reconciled 


| .co their Church ; and having no-exiſtence 


of a Church before Luther : this is their 
CHArkrY, but this is our comfort ; God will 

be Judge, and they as well as we. muſt 
be judged : and.they cannot prove.that by 
our publick Doctrine we have added any 


"new Article to the Ancient, Catholick, A- 


poſtolick Faith/;nor rejected any matter 
of doctrine or practice which is neceſſary 
or effeftually conducing to falyation. 

4-:Though this form of confeſſion be 
generally received amongſt us; yetwe find 
in it two additions not exprefied in many 
former Creeds, | 

I. Is the deſcent of Chriſt into Hell. 

2. Concerning the holy . Catholick 


| Church, the Communion of Saints. 


Concerning the firſt its doubted, 
I. When 1 it was added to this confeſ- 
lion. 
2: What the ſenſe and genuine mea- 
ning of it is, 
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' 1. Wefind it not in many of the anciene 
and Apoſtolical forms 6f confeſſion ; not im 


the Nicene,or Epheſiene, or Conſtantiriopo- fo 
litan Creed -, nor yet m the Ronan. 


Therefore Ruffnus in his expoſition bf this 
Creed,confetieth that this article of Chrfs 
deſcent into Hell is not found either in the 
Roman or Oriential Creeds. Beſides, ſome; | 
inform us'that it is not found in genuine, 
Copies of Athanaſius- his form therefore 
ſome ſay, that it was brought in «& a 
Synod held at Aquileia. 

2. Asfor the ſenſe, its much controver- 
ted. For ſome will have the words to fig-! 
nifie no more then that he was buryed | 
others, that Chriſt fufferediin his ſoul the 
Pains 'of Hell ; others that he paſſed into 
the eſtate and place of the dead ; others 
_ that in his ſoul he paſſed locally and ſub- 


ſtantially into Hell to preach unto the ſpi-}, 


rits and ſouls there impriſoned. Thas} 
Lib. 6. Ruffnus in his expoſition , thus 
Stromat.” Clemens Alexandrinus,thus the firſt 
Reformers wkoin the time of Edward 6th. 
compoſed the Articles of Subſgription ; 
for which they out of Clemens Alexandr. 
alledgedthe Text, x Per. 3. 18, 19. yetthat| 
explication was omitted in after-times, 
"when the Articles were reduced to the 


number} . 
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(47) | 
kumber of 39. as now they are without 
any addition to the words of the Creed ; 


| for the words of the Arricleare only theſe ; 


| As Chriſt dyed for us and was buryed, ſo alſo 


1 it to be believed that he went down into hell. 
The ſecond addition 1s concerning the 


-holy Catholick Church, the Communion 


of Saints. * For though there is no Creed 
but implies that. there a number of peo- 
ple, who being called do believe, and are 
partakers of the benefits of Chriſts Re- 
demption, yet in many ancient forms we 
find no mention of theſe words, Yet the 
ſenſe of them is plain,and the matter clear- 


| ly expreſſed in Scripture. The occaſion of 


che inſerting of them might be the Schiſm 
of the Donatiſts (or ſome others like them) 
who confined the Church to themſelves at 
Cartema in Africk, and like many in our 


- days refuſed Communion with any other 


Chriſtian bnt of their own party. Where- 
as the Article according to the Scriptures 
ſignifies that the Chnrch ſince this commiſ- 
ſion in my "Text was put in execution by 
the Apoſtles going into all Nations, and re- 
ducing many unto Chrilt, became univer- 


 fal.” And theſe reduced are all of them 


vaints ; and though they be many_living 
at a diſtance without any uiterview or 
converſe 


(42) 
Converſe civil one with another; yet they 
are but one Body, Society, Corporation 's 
under Chriſt their Head, and haveſpiritual 
communion one with another i in the ſame} 4} 
Faith, Sacraments, and Spirit. This is a- 
gainſt not only the Jew,but the Schiſmati 
cal Donatiſt, and alſo Rome it ſelf as confi. 
ning the term Catholick to her own party, 
and engrofling the priviledges of the uni. 
verſal Church, as though they did only] { 
belong to her, who 1s but a little Parts off di 
Particle of the ſame. 
Chap. 5. | 

Shewing how in thus Dottrine of our Savi 
we have the abridgment of the Scripture. 


Sect. I. 


He ſecond propoſition in the Mandate 
was, That Chriſt commanded the As 
poſtles to teach all Nations ; after the expli- 
cation whereof I did enlarge and unders{ eff 
took to manifeſt four things. me 
7. That the Doctrine to be taught was} Bo 
our Saviours Creed. 
2. That it was the ground of all the Apo4 to 
ſtolical and ancient Creeds. 
3. That the Creed commonly called the 
Apoſtles is agreeable to this DoQtrine. 


nat 
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4. That it is the abridgment of the holy 
5 for 

This undertaking in reſ pect of the firſt 
three things, according tomy: poor ability 


+ Thave performed ; It remainsI make good 


che fourth and laſt, which isto make it evi- 


dent that it is the abridgment of the holy 


| 7 Scriptures. To this end I will 


1. Acquaint you with the 'prifcipal 
ſubject and parts of the Scripture accor- 


ding to the method of the Creed. 


2. Teach you how to refer the ſeveral 
parts-of the Scripture'to thoſe parts. 

3. Reduce the whole to the form of a 
confeſſion. 

x. The principal ſubject of the SCrip- 
tures is God, and therefore they are called 


| the 'word of God in writing : not only be- 


cauſe in them God ſpeaks to man, and hath 


{ revealed | his mind, bur alſo becauſe they 
# ſpeak of God. So that he 1s not only the 


efficient, but the Subject of the ſame. This 
moſt excellent ſubjectis repreſented in this 
Book of Books. 

I. As heis in himſelf from everlaſting 
© everlaſting : 

2: As he 'is the univeſal and ſiprems 


g efhiecient of all things out of himſelf. 


1. Asin himſelf he is repreſented as on- 


(44) del 
ly one moſt perfect glorious ſubſtance, Cf! 
always acting upon himſelf and conten] fut 
plating himſelf produceth a word, whig P!* 
perfetly . and fully repreſents himſelf aq 
hisown infinite and eternal goedneſs u 
himſelf; and fo is infinitely and eternally P®'\ 
enamoured, delighted, and fatiated w 
himſelf, For the Scriptures tell us , th effc 
he doth know and love himſelf from all 
ternity , . and is- infinitely and eternall 
bleſſed in himſelf. 

Seft. 2. oy 

As he is repreſented the univerſal anf** 

ſupreme andefficient cauſe ofall things ouf*© 
of himſelf, the Scriptures inform us of 


His Wiſdom contriving 
3 things Atl Will decreeing All nc 
His Power efteCting  - - chings}not 
For God betiolding himſelf and his he 
mighty power, and knowing that he coulſ®” 
do many great and glorious things out &*" 
himſelf, and that nothing was impoſſit df 
to him, did before the foundation of thi*< 
world exerciſe 1. His Wiſdom in-contrivinf 
all things he was pleaſed to effeft. 2F** 
His will in decreeing them according t&*! 
his Wifdom. 3. His power in effect: uf 
all things he had decreed, In his Wiſdoiif *' 
contriving we have the true Idea and mc 
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del of all things, in his Will decreeing, che 
44 certain and unmoveable foundation of the 
J future exiſtence. Thus all things being 
:4 prepared before hand by the counſel of his 
J will, when he thought good, he itlues out 

of himſelf with his Almighty executive 
power, and begins to effect what he had 
q thus contrived and decreed. And the works 
Jeffected are two. 
4 I. Creation. 
2. Providence. 

I. Creation whereby he made, and that 
by himſelf alone this vaſt, ſtately, magni- 
.n{ficent, and ſtupendious pile and Fabrick of 

$Heavenand Earth,andall the hoſts thereof, 
hich in all Nations inall times and places 
yroclaims his glory and his eternal power 
End Godhead. The ſtuff and matter was 
othing, the workmanſhip moſt curious, 
he work it ſelf wonderful; the beauty was 
jure and glorious, and the order excellent . 
. £1d far aboveallexpreſſions of the tongue 
of man. The principal and molt noble 
&reatares amongſt all the reſt were Men 
: and Angels immortal, intellectual and free 
Creatures, created holy and righteous and 
apable of Eternity felicity ; when God ft- 
hed this great work and ſaw that all & 
FEry thing that he had made was very 
Ac ; good, 
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gqod, he ceaſetly from this. work of Cre? 
tion and kept his Sabbath,which was a reft, 
not. from all: working, but only from this 
firſt ;- for he did not leave his creatures to 
thenyelves, but took care of all and eve 
one,and continued to work though in ano 
ther. kind, and is working ſtill, For faith 
Chriſt, Fo. 5. 17. My Father worketh hither- 
to, and I work. For he did exerciſe his pow- 
er in preſerving and ordering all thing 
created. Hence the works. Vi 
oF5 Preſervation. Wi 
e Ordination. Ge 
1. He-preſerveth, ſupporteth all thingy m: 
made, andcontinues their. being ſo long af 
he will have them to enjoy their being, ſub inf 
ſtance, vertues. For by him allthingsdt 
 fubſiſt. If he either withhold his hand, « 
fſtrerch out to deſtroy them, they peril 
and ceafe to be what they were. h 
2. Becauſe all things were made'in ay Wh 
excellent order, and had their ends fa an 
which they were created ; therefore hq Gc 
doth not only preſerve them, but diredy of 
every thing unto its end. The principat W* 
ſubject of this Ordination are Men an} 
Angels and eſpecially Men; and in the Org 1: 
dination of men the principal work of all !0 
was Redemption, which God before thy W* 
WOTK 
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world did decree, and inthe beginning of 


L| theworld upon the fallofmandid promiſe, 
wl and in fulneſs of time iſſued out of himſelf 


by his eternal word made fleſh to redeem 
man performed. And ſo we come unto 
the ſecond part of our Saviours Creed 
infolded in the word ( Son. ) For as we 
have the moſt glorious being of God, his 
eternal acting upon himſelf with the great 
and excellent works of Creation and pro- 
vidence implyed in the word ( Father ) fo 
we muſt underſtand by this word (Son ) 
God the word made fleſh redeeming ſinful 


oj man. 


In this part of providence the Scriptures 


Hf inform us. 


r. Of the perſon Redeemed. 

2. Of the party Redeeming. 

3. Of the work of Redemption. o 
7. The party redeemed is ſinful man, 


y who being tempted by the Devil, ſinned 


af and fell into a miſerable condition ; yet 
$ God pitied him and entertained thoughts 


of his deliverance, and did chuſe one who 


# was mighty to fave. 


2. The party redeeming was the word 
madefleſh, anointed with the Holy Ghoſt, 


| ſo that for his perſon he was the eternal 
x word and Son of God; for his Natures 


nit 
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nited in one perſon, and eternally diſtin, 
which were his Godhead and his Manhood; 
for his Offices they are three, for he was 
made a Prophet, a Prieſt, a King, who as 
man was coceived by the Holy Ghoſt and 
born of the Virgin Mary. This was the 

way whereby the word was made fleſh. 
3. The work of Redemption, which was 
begun in his humiliation, and accompliſhed 
by his exaltation. For the Scriptures te 
us that it was the will of God according to 
the conttivance of his wiſdom, that his e4. 
ternal Son made fleſh ſhould fo humble 
himſelf in this fleſh aflumedas to becone 
a ſervant; and in that low eſtate be obe 
dient unto death, the death of the Croſs 
which he ſuffered with greateſt patience 
in obedience to his heavenly Fathers com 
Mand, for to expiate the ſin of man. Thi 
he did asa Prieſt, facrificmg himſelf unte} thi 
God the ſupreme Judge ; and by this of Re 
fering he ſo pleaſed God and was ſo muchCti 
accepted, as that by his own blood he en4Pr 
tred the holy place of heaven,and obtainedjro! 
eternal Redemption, purged the conſci4Th 
ence from dead works, aud confirmed theſpo 
new covenant for ever. By this Bloody ſa4fle 
Crifice of his Conſecration he fatigfied diJup 
vine juſtice, and merited all mercies ny al 
, ary] - 
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fsy for the eternal falyation of man. That 
this Redemption might be complete, he 
that was humbled ſo low, was advanced ag 
high, and the degrees of this advancement 
and exalration were, 

1. His ReſutreCtiori. 

2. His Aſcenſion into Heaven, to ſit 
as} at the right hand of God, to exerciſe all 
dd} power in heaven and earth till all enemies 
1} be ſubdned, and then he ſhall come tothe 
to} univerſal judgment of the quick and the 
24. dead. | 
Ig When Chriſt was ſet at the right hand of 
1g God , and confirmed in his everlaſting 
de4 Prieſthood, the Scriptures inform us that 
$4 to make his ſacrifice and death effeCtual , 
and communicate the bleſſings which he 
m4 thereby had merited, he-firſt' ſends down, 
buf from heaven the holy Ghoſt. God from 
" the beginning, | and the firſt promiſe of a 
of Redeemer, iſſued out of Eternity to ſan- 
dl Rifie ſinful man ; bit when the great high 
-n4Prieſt had offered his great facrifice, and 
eqroſe again, and was eſtabliſhed in tus 
ci{Throne at his right hand , this ſpirit was 
he poured out in great abundance upon all 
ſa4fleſh, reveals the Goſpel, makesit effeCtual 
di upon the hearts of men, converts them, by 
efFaith, ingrafts them into Chriſt ; upon his 
ry} inter- 
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interceſſion regenerates them, ſanCtifieg; 


day, makes them fully holy, and fills them 
with eternal joy before the face and 
Throne of God for ever. All this is to be 
- underſtood in the laſt word of this Creed 
(the Holy Ghoſt) who is thus repreſented 
to us in the Scriptures of God. 
Sect. 3. 

Yet here its to be obſerved. 1, That 
though Creation and Providence be attri- 
buted , and as it-were appropriated unto 
the Father; yet the Father doth negther 
create, nor preſerve, nor govern the 
world but by-the Son & by the Holy Gholt, 
2. That thaugh the work of Redemption 
be appropriated to the Son and the word 
made fleſh, yet this work alſo was from 
the Father by the Son, and not without the 
Holy Ghoſt to whom the Conception and 


though Sanctification and the eternal glc 
Tification of ſinful man redeemed be ap 
propriated to the Spirit; yet this work all 
1s from the Father andthe Son both, doing 
this by the Spirit. The order of thei 
working is evident, the diſtinct mannec i 
hidden and more Myſterious. ; 
4. The beginning of mans __—_ 

| ro 


adopts them, raiſeth them up at the laſt | 


Incarnationof Chriſt is aſcribed. 3. That} 
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from the love of the Father giving Chriſt 

- the progreſs is in the Son given and made 
fleſh ; the conſummation 1s by the holy 
Gholt ſanttifying man redeemed. 

. If man had not been created, he had 
never been ; if he had been created and 
then faln and not been redeemed, he had 
been for ever miſerable ; if he had been 
redeemed and not ſanctihed, Redemption 

ft} had been in vain to him, and his eternal 
i-8 ruine hand been unavoidable. This is the 
of pith and marrow of theScriptures, asthey 
x} Who read them with due conſideration 
ie} may underſtand ; and the whole futnme 
and ſubſtance of it is wonderfully abrig 
ed, ſecretly couched , and medially 
diſpoſed in theſe few words, of ( Gol 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. ) 
Sect. 
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Yet to make this more Clear, ] will pro- 
” ceed to the reducing of the principal Do- 
ftrines of the Scriptures unto theſe ſeveral 
heads of the Creed. To this end I will 
1. Take my Topicks diſpoſed in a certain 
of order out of the Creed. 2. Inform you 
2-0} What places of Scripture muſt be referred 
- i to theſe heads and Topicks. The general 
heads and Topicks according to this our 
' Saviours Creed are three. 
E 2 1.Con- 
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.x. Concerning the Father. 
2. Concerning the Son. 
2. Concerning the Holy Ghoſt: | 
The more particular Heads of the firſt 
part are, 
1. Gods Eſſence. 
: 2. Gods Subſiſtence. 
3. His Efficiency. uo | 
1. Tothe firſt of theſe we muſt refer all 
thoſe Scriptures which ſpeak of Gods per- 
fections and attributes, repreſenting this 
moſt excellent and perfect being : as his 
unity , infiniteneſs , immenſity , eternity, 
His infinite and eternal knowledge, wif: 
dom, goodneſs, holineſs, juſtice, mercy, 
power, glory, bliſs. | 
'2, To the Subſiſtence muſt be referred 
ſuch as ſpeak ofhiseminent and wonderful 
acting upon himſelf, as knowing himſelf, 
loving himſelf, delighting in himſelf, of the 
Father begetting the Son, who is the word 
and brightneſs of his. glory , the expreſs 
image of his perſon, produced and begorrer 
from everlaſting, of the holy ſpirit breath. 
ed and proceeding from the Father and the 
S0N, and therefore called the ſpirit of the 
Father and the Son, of their being one 
 God,of their union and inexiſtence , where- 


by the Father is.in the Son, the Son in. the 
| | Sa Father 
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Father, both in the Holy Ghoſt ; the Holy 
Ghoſt in both, and infinitely contented 
one with another. 

3. Underefficiency we muſt bring in the 
exerciſe of his Wiſdom, 


Will, and\ Creation | 
Power 3 Prefer Ca all things. 
in the  Ordination 

To the exerciſe of his Wiſdom we muſt 
refer ſuch places as ſpeak of his excellent 
and wonderful contriving and ordering all 
things within himſelf; to that concerning 
the aCts of his will ſich as ſpeak of his 
thoughts, purpoſes, decrees ; and amongſt 
theſe decrees thoſe eſpecially of EleCtion 
and Reprobation ; whereby he predeſti- 
nated and ordered in himſelfaccording to 
his free-will,yetin juſtice and mercy, Men 
and Angels to their eternal eſtates : to that 
of the exerciſe of his power, ſuch as 
ſpeak of his mighty ſtrength, according to 
which all things are poſlible unto him, no- 
thing 1mpoſlible. 

4. Theſe began to be exerciſed firſt in 
Creation, to which refer all ſuch places as 
ſpeak of the firſt beginning and effect- 
ing of theſe things in the firſt ſix days of 


j the world, the order according to which, _ 
the end for which they were made, the ſe- 
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yeral kinds of creatures, their variety,theiz 
nature, properties, and perfections, theix 
unity whereby they make one body and 
ſyſteme of the world conſiſting of two 
cheif places, Heaven and Earth with all 
their ornaments, and the' hoſts of them ; 
ſuch as ſpeak of theattributes and perfecti. 
ons manifeſted in this work of the good 
will and pleaſure of God which moved 
God to make the world, of the power of 
God acquired unto himſelf thereby, of the 
ſubjeCtion of all things created unto him 
and their dependance upon him ; of the 
uſe men muſt make of the doctrine of. this 
creation, Which is to know God by the 
things made and to worſhip him. But 
we muſt take more notice of ſuch places 
as ſpeak of the creation, nature, qualities, 
place, funftion , imployment of Angels, 
and moſt eſpecially ſuch as inform us of 


the making of man, of his body, foul, and 
, Union of both, the ſex, the image of Gad 


in him, his excellency and dominion over} 


the creatures, the place prepafed for his 
habitation and his imployment ; of the 
creation of woman, the inſtitution of mar: 
riage, and all other things which did agree 
or belong unto men and Angels by vertu 
of their creation, 


(| 
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5. To that Head of preſervation we 
muſt reduce all ſuch Scriptures as ſpeak of 
Gods ſupporting , upholding, maintain- 
ing, and continuing all things created in 
their being; of the means which he uſeth 
to that end, and the ordinary and extraor- 
dinary , mediate and immediate ways he 
taketh in this work, how all things live, 
move and have their being in him, who is - 
inall creatures, in all places, providing all 
things neceſſary for the continuance of 
their exſiſtence, of deliverance of his crea- 
tures from deſtruction by preventing dan- 
ger, or removing deſtructive cauſes. The 
places which ſpeak of waſting, conſuming, 
deſtroying man, beaſt, or any other crea- 
tureeither in ſome ordinary or extraordi- 
nary way; by powerful or by weak and 
inconſiderable cauſes, or by withdrawing 
his band. | 

6. Under that Head of Ordination 
come ſuch Scriptures as ſpeak of the order 


| wherein God created all things, their ends, 


and his diſpoſing and direCting every thing . 
to his proper end, and all to the ſupreme 
and laft; of the ſubordination of creatures 
and their ſeveral ends to whichthey trend; 
as changing of this order by his extra- 

inary power and wiſdom when and we | 
E 4 0... 


he pleaſeth. 


EESIPD) 
7. In this reſpef the Sea doth not paſs 
his bounds, the Stars and Lights of heaven 
obſerve their order in their motion, and 
do that ſervice for which he made them ; 
and all and every creature are at his com: 
- mand and beck to effect what he requiz 
 Teth;and fo ſubject all things are unto him, 
that when he pleaſeth they muſt change 
their wonted order ; the Sun muſt ſtand 


ſtill, go back, deny his light, the fire mnſt 
not burn, nor the waters come together, 
but muſt ſtand firm like a folid body. The 
Scriptures inform us that this part of pre 
vidence extends to all things, the leaſt, tc 
the falling of a ſparrow upon the ground 
to the numbering of the very hairs of our 
heads. But chiefly to this Head muſt we 
refer ſuch places as ſpeak of.the govern 
ment of Men and Angels, of Laws, Obedt 
ence, Diſobedience, Puniſhments and Re 
wards ; of the obedience of the blelle 
Angels,and their Confirmation ina ſtate g 
holineſs and bliſs, of the fall of the reſt,anc 
the wrath of God upon them, and thelt 
1rrecoverable miſery. 
Sect. F. 

The ſecond general Head and Topicki 
that of the (Son) who redeems us. 1} 
particulars conſiderable. under this He 
are I. A 
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1. The party Redeemed. 


| 
| 2. The Redeemer. . 


3. The work of Redemption. 

I. To that of the party redeemed, 
{| which is man,as ſinful and guilty, we may 
-} reduce ſuch places as inform us of the firlt 
,} Laws both Moral and Poſitive, which God 
ef gave man upon his creation ; of mans obe. 
d} dience and comfortable condition, and his 
th bope of future happineſs ; of the fall and 
8 firitſinof man, of Satans temptation, and 
temptation and fin in general what it is; 
what the aggravations or attenuations 
thereof, what the conſequents, eſpecially 
ſhame, fear, guilt, puniſhment; of the der- 
| vation of ſin and death unto all mankind, 
# from Adam, the root andjhead of all his po- 
nf ſterity, and of the ſad condition of man in 
reſpect of the firſt ſin,upon which an inevi: 
table ruine had followed, if God had not 
prevented it. 

2. The Redeemer ; and hither refer ſuch 
places as ſpeak how God decreed and pro- 
miſed a Redeemer and Saviour, andallrhe 
| Propheſies, Predictions, Types , Shadows 
of him, ſuch as inform us of his perſon as 
he is theeternal Word and Son of God, of 
his God-head, Manhood united, and the 
Froma) diſtinction of both ; of his Offices 
OaCere 
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Sacerdotal, Prophetical, Regal, of his Con 
ception, Birth, Life, of his Doctrine, Mirs 
cles,holy life and excellent vertues. and the 
whole hiſtory of the ſame as delivered þ 
the Evangeliſts. | 

2. His work of Redemption , whidl 

hath'two parts. 

Humiliation. 
Exaltation. 

In his Humiliation we c low eſtate 

have his Uluffering, 

To that of his low eſtate may be reduce 

the Scriptures which ſpeak of the poverty} ar 

and meanneſ$ of his Birtly, as he was bor ce 

11 ſtable and laid in a manger, of the pog (a 
verty and mean condition of his Parents pr 

his Circumciſion, Preſentation in the Temy pa 

ple. his Infirmities as Hunger, Thirſt, Weay fu! 
rinis, and the like, which were withoug ca 
ſin, and his mortality. To that of his ſutf pj 
fering refer .the Texts concerning his Pery a | 
ſecutions , dangers from the Contempt 
malice, envy & jealonſie of Herod firſt,the 

of the Phariſees, Scribes, Prieſts, Rulersof 

the Jews ; of his Agony, Fudas treachery 

Peters denial, and principally ſuch as repre 

ſent unto us his death upon the Crols, an 

his continuing under the power of deat 

for a time ; and in theſe ſufferings of 
"il Paig 


re. 
git 
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M Pains, Cries, Tears, Complaints, and in- 
bt ward ſorrows ; of his Meeknels, Patience, 
«a Humility, Charity, Hope of glory, Confi- 
dence in his Father, of his obeotence to the 
great command to ſutter ſo many indigni- 
F nities, ſuch ſhame and curſe, that by his ' 
death he might make propiniation for the 
fin of man; and ſuch as ſpeak of this death 
as a ſacrifice propitiatory oftered unto God 
$ as ſupreme Judge oftended by our fins,and 
that out of deareſt love unto us,anda long- 
ing deſire to faveus; of the eternal vertue 
and efficacy of the ſacrifice fo highly ac- 
E cepted of God, and the rare effects of the 
& fame both mediate and immediate; of the 
* prodigies which fell out in the time of his 
paſſion and at his death, of the Propheſies 
a4 fulfilled in this humilitation, even to the 
caſting lots «upon his ſeamleſs Coat, the 
IF piercing of his ſide, and the not breaking of 


7 a bone. 

ff His exaltation follows in his 

7 Reſurrection. 

ql Aſcenſion. - 

Y Seſſion at the right hand of God, 
C Coming to judgment, 


& To this Head of Reſurrection may be 
reduced ſuch Texts as ſpake of the Prodi- 
gies falling out near unto the ſame, the di- 

| | | inct 
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Rint time, the manner, the manifeſtatic 
of it, the perſons to whom, the time whe 
the places where he was manifeſted, his cor 
bode apon earth for forty days, his calf be | 
verſe with his Diſciples, his inſtruCtios * 
given, his commiſſion granted to the Apdl ſac 
{tles who ſaw bim. The uſe which is tf wh 
be made of this Doctrine to that of hifmir 
Aſcenſion, may be reduced ſuch places a fire 
ſpeak of the time when, of the places frowAn 
which and to which he aſcended, the pe 
ſons both Men and Angels who beheld it 
of the end of this part of this exaltatiaſs 
which was to be confirmed in his everlal 
ing Kingdom and Prieſthood, and to exahei 
Ciſe-his power which he received more ſhea 
lemnly upon his Reſurrection , and to ſuc 
ceive fulneſs of joy in his Fathers preſencnal 
and pleaſures at his right hand for evering 
more, to make interceſſion for ſuch 7 
come to God by him, andto prepare etef} " 
nal manſions for his Saints, and fo be ful he 
bletſed-for ever. 

To that of his ſitting at the right hand 
of God, refer thoſe places which ſpeak « 
the ſuper-eminency of his power above al 
men and Angels, and all creatures, of hi 
being the head of the Church, the admini 
{trator general of Gods (| piritual kingdoNn 
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of the exerciſe of this power, and the worr 
derful eftects thereof in heaven and earth, 
q and his abode in the place of glory,andthe 
J continuance of his reign untill all enemies 
q be ſubdued. 
* To that of his coming to Judgment,refer 
8 ſuch Scriptures as ſpeak of the place from 
g whence he comes, the manner of his co- 
I ming in the glory of the Father, in flaming 
g fire, with the attendance of all the holy 
Angels; the burning of the world , the 
Archangel ſounding his Trumpet, the Re- 
thurrection, whereby death the laſt enemy 
Is deſtroyed, the partiesto be judged,their 
Wummons, appearance , diſcovery of all 
e@heir works , even the ſecrets of their 
GQhearts, .the ſentence of him the univerſal 
$ſudge, the execution of the ſame in eter- 
anal puniſhments and rewards, the deliver- 
eng of the Kingdom up unto his Father, 
| 2 Sect. 6. 
es The third and laſt Head is concerning 
lhe holy Ghoſt, in which we muſt obſerve 
I. The Holy Ghoſt him- 
and ſelf Vocation. 
£& 2. The effects of this \ Juſtification: 
at Holy Ghoſt in reſpect} Glorification 
b of the Churches C 
ns To the firſt reduce ſuch places as inform 
us 
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us of his Divine Nature, Properties, perſs 
Ctions and the Worſhip due unto him, of hig 
relation to the Father and the Son, of hiy 
working with them and from them, of hi 
apparitions, of his reſting upon Chriſt, « 
the ſeveral Names and Titles given him. | a; 

As for the ettects and works of this Spiþ h 
Tit, wemuſt know that he with the Father} w 
and the Son is the univerſal cauſe of all} a 
things, for the Father and the Son dothallf f: 
things by his Spirit; yer the Creed ta ke 


notice in this place only of thoſe works and} c 
operations which tend to the eternal ſalyaſ d 
tion of man ſu 
The firſt whereof is Vocation. "1 yi 
To this Head refer all Scriptures whit th 
ſpeak of the condition of manto be called m 
as being blind, ignorant, ſenſeleſs, peri L 
verſe, guilty, not thinking of any danger] re 
not deſiring, not ſeeking any remedy yel 01 
redeemed, and by Redemption madeſayey a! 
able. For Redemption found man in nf it 
capacity of ſalvation ; vocation finds thij as 
foundation of his falvation laid. To thif 1 
Topick alfo bring ſuch places as ſpeak o n 
preventing grace, and the means of Cony ti 
verſion, of the Word, Sacraments, Sab{ r« 
baths, Miniſtery, of Information and In} d 


ſtruction , , Promiſes , Threatnings , Coty v 
| mand$ 


LE 
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mands, Reproofs, Exhortation, good Ex- 
amples, Afflictions, and many other things 
uſed by God in the vocation ; the power 
bf of the ſpirit accompanying theſe means 
off and working upon the heart ; of the ſight 
. | and ſence of fin; of godly ſerrow, fear, 
ph hope, prayers, tears, hearkning unto the 
het] word, receiving it into the heart, Ionging 
al} after Chriſt,. ſome beginning of comforr, 
all faith and converſion. To this place alſo 
kf reduce the Scriptures which ſpeak of the 
nd} contrary, as God paſling by a people and 
val denying them the means of converſion, of 
ſuch as to whom the means is vouchſafed, 
*{ yet they refuſe to receive them, deſpiſe 
i them, blaſpheme, rebel, perſecute Gods 
ed} meſlengers, and ſeek the abolition of Gods 

14 Laws and Kingdom. - Of ſuch as ſeem to 
erl receive theſe means yet do not uſe them, 
or if they uſe them, yet not diligently and 
4 aright, but are like to the high way, ths 
ſtony or the thorny ground. Such places 
as ſpeak of impenitency, hardneſs of hear, 
unbelief, neglecting the day of Viſitation, 
0 unfruitfulne(s under the means of Salva- 
tion, Hypocriſie, Apoſtacy, all neglect or 
reſiſtence of any motives unto repentance, 
4 deferring the time of converſion after con« 
4 viction,and falling off from any reſolutions 

j to-repent, or any degree of grace. Tc 
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To that of Juſtification, which preſup! 
poſeth 11ot only Gods mercy and Chrilts 
merit, but alſo the ſinners, Repentance, 
Converſion, and ſincere faith, may be re. 
duced all Scriptures which ſpeak of Chriſts 
Interceſſion , Remiſſion , Regeneration, 
Reconciliation , Adoption , Manifeſtation 
of Gods ſpecial love, hope of glory,a righe 
unto eternal life, peace of conſcience, joy 
inthe Holy Ghoſt, freedom from condem.| of 
nation , removal of '\judgements , thef ru 
earneſt and firſt fruits of the ſpirit abiding} de 
Inus; the guardance of Angels, near com} de 
munion with God, Gods ſpecial care off de; 
the juſtified, the turning of every thing to ac 
their good, mortification of fin, ſanCtifica| . 
tion continued, good works , heavenly| Pla 
aftections , divine vertues ,” patience and} ®n, 
perſeverance in Hearts, Afflictions, Perſe} Us, 
Cutions, Martyrdom, Conflicts with finj at 
Satan, the world, faſtings, falls, recoveries] all 
increaſe of heavenly vertues, longing def 8101 
ſires to be with Chriſt, watching, praying] G1 
providing for temoval hence, and the laſt} TW 
account, comfortable death, conveyance lenc 
into 4brabam's boſom, the ſecure expectaq Wal 
nonof the Reſurrection, freedom from all} <'ft) 
fn, miſery, temptation, and troubles of S'0r 
Mts life. 4g this Head muſt be referred**&r 
> tus all} - 
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all ſuch Scripturesas ſpeak ofthe contrary; 
as of Gods deſertion aſter diſobedience to 
his heavenly call, withdrawing the light of 
the Goſpel, taking; away his blefied ſpirit, - 
leaving the parties; thus deſerted; to the 
power of Satan, delivering them upto a re- 
| probate mind ;:{curicy. in fin, (deſpair, 
| terrours of conſcience, loſs of all the for- 
| mer mercies and graces, or rather: a; dinial 
of them, exemplary judgments as fore- - 
runners of eternal deſtruction, abiding un- 
der Gods. eternal [diſpleaſure , a' curſed 
death, and a reſervation of the parts thus 
dead unto final condemnation , and that 
ad condition till-that time. WHOr 
\- To the laſt of Gloritication, refer ſuch 
places as ſpeak of the univerſal-Reſurrecti- 
on, of the power and ſpirit of God raiſing, 
us, the manner of this'Reſurrection, the 
n,} Pature and excellent qualities, of the body 
| raiſed, as being immortal. uncorruptible, 
f 
2 
Alt 
{®- 
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glorious, ſpiritual,. and like the hody of 
Chriſt, our final Juſtification and glorious 
reward, of ejoyment of the hlefled . pre- 
ſence of God and Jeſus Chriſt, our fulland 
ad final Sanctification by the ſpirit, our So- 
all} c1ety with Samts and Angels, ourſpiritual, 
of Yorious, pleaſant Paradice, our; full joys, 
edfternal pleaſyre,unſpeakable content, free- 
all | F dom 


dom frontal ſm, temptarion,forrow, ſongs 
of praiſs; and the certainty and ſecurity of 
the continuance and perpecuity of full bliſs. 
Here alf@ muſt comein thoſe parts of Gods 
word, which ſpeak of the contrary ;' as of 
the reſtrreCtion 'of ſuch as are deligned/rs 
eternal 'death upon their-final impenitericy, 
of the immortahty of their bodies, that they 
may eternally'ſufter in body and foul,their 
appearance before the * dreadful Judge, 
cheir:fondemnantion,- their ejection . our of 
Gods bleſled preſence into utter darkneſs 
and unquenchable fire,their fociety with the 
Deviland bis Angels, their everlaſting:and 
intollerable ſorrows and pains, and the Ter- 
tainty 'of the continuance thereof without 
any hope ofeafe, intermiſſion, deliverance; 


Sect. 7. | 
- Aﬀrer that I have firſt declared the ſub- 
ſtance '6f the Scripture abridged in the 
Creed, and{econdly given ſome direCtions 
tiow to reduce the principal particular plat 
ces of the word of God unto the heads of 
the Cre6ds I now proceed to reduce the 
former particulars into the form of a Cort 
feflion in this manner. 
I beheve n-God the Father, and the 
Son, and-the Holy Ghoſt, whois only One, 
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Infinite, Incomprehenſible, Eternal, infi- 
nitely and eternally Wiſe, Juſt, Holy, Pow- 
erful, Glorious, and every way Perfect, 
and perfetly knows and loves himſelf 
from everlaſting, and is bleſſed in himſelf 
unto all eternity. 

I believethat this One Glorious God did 
by his wiſdom contrive, and by his will 
decree to do many things out of himſelf; 
and when he thought good, he iſſued our 
with his Almighty Power to effeCt thoſe 
things which he had before contrived; and 
firſt he created Heaven, and Earth, and all 
things therein ; and the moſt glorious place 
which he made was the Heaven of heavens, 
and the moſt excellent creatures were Men 
and Angels, intelteCtual, immortal, free, 
capable of Laws, and of an eternal eſtate. 
Man for his body was created of theduft of 
the earth, and by the breath of God be- 
came a living ſoul, and he was fanCtified 
by the holy Spirit, endued with heavenly 
giftsand virtues, whereby he was righteous 
and holy, and like unto his God, and capa- 
ble of eternal bliſs; tho his preſent eſtate 
wasnotimmutable,he might ſtand, he might 
fall. When this great work was finiſhed by 
bisWord & Spirit, withont any pre-exiſtent 
ſtuff, any aſſiſtant, any too! or inſtrument, 
| F 2 he 
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he continued by his Almighty power to 
ſupport and preſerve all things, which do 
ſubſiſt by that word whereby they were 
created at the firſt, By creation he mani- 
feſted his eternal power and God-head, be. 
came theabſolute, ſurpreme, and univerſal 
Lord of all things, and ſo continues by his 
preſervation. 

I believe, that as he preſerves all things 
created, ſo he orders all things, preſerved 
in ſuch a manner, as that a Sparrow falls 
not to the ground without his will : And 
as he created all thingsin anexcellent order, 
and gave them their inclinations, & power, 
moving and tending to ſome end ; ſo he 
by his wonderful Wiſdom directs every 
thing unto its ſeveral end, and all things to 
the ſupream, which is the manifeſtation of 
his glory. In this ordination, the govern- 
ment of his moſt noble Creatures, Men and 
Angels, * which he orders by certain Laws 
and Judgements, unto an eternal eſtate, 
as moſt excellent and wonderful ; to both 
he gavecertain Jaws, which they were able 
to obierve; and upon the obſervation they 
might certainly expett a confirmation in 
that bleſſed eſtate, for which they were 


' Created; many of the Angels ſinned, and 
were irrecoverably loſt, and are delivered 
into 
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(69) 
into chains of darkneſs, reſerved for the 
judgment of the great day. Man recel- 
ved Laws both moraland politive,by which 
he was bound to perform perfect and per - 
petual obedience, or elſe to ſufter death -: 
yet man being tempted by the Devil, fell; 
and by one man fin entered into the world, 
and by fin death, and death paſled over all 
men,in that all men have ſinned : This was 
the juſt judgment of God, who curſed the 
Serpent and thesDevil, puniſhed man and 
woman, yet promiſed them a Saviour, the 
ſeed of the woman, who ſhould break the 
Serpents head, and take away his kingdom 
and power over mankind. This was the 
judgment of the ſupream Lord, whereby 
many of the Angels continuing obedientin 

the day of their great tria] were confirmed 
In an eſtate of holineſs and bliſs : the apo- 
ſtate wretches were condemned toeternal 
death, and fo fell as never to riſe again ; 
yet man had hope of recovery, becauſe 
God by his infinite mercy was willing to 
prevent his eternal ruine. 

I believe that God ſo loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son , that 
whoſoever believeth on him,ſhould not pe- 
riſh, but have everlaſting life. This Son, 
who is our Redeemer, is that word where- 


(70) 


by all thingsin HeavenandEarth, eventhg 


Principalities, Powers, Thrones, and Domi. 
nions of Heaven were created, who 1s the 
brightneſs of his Fathers Glory, and the ex. 
preſs Image of his Perſon. This word lined 
out of Eternity, and in fulneſs of time was 
made fleſh, dwelt amongſt men, who ſaw 
his glory as the glory of the onely be. 
gotten Son of God full of Grace & Truth: 
So that he is truly God, and truly Man, in 
whom conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, and 
born of the Virgin Mary, we have One 
Perſon, Two Natures,eternally diſtinCt,and 
inſeparably united. He was conceived at 
Nazareth, bornat Bethlehem, ſavedin Egypt 
from bloody Herod, and brought up inthe 
place of his conception, and his very burth 
was matter of joy and melody to the An- 
gels of Heaven. This Jeſus of Nazareth 
was the Chriſt promiſed of old, the ſeed of 
the Woman, of Abraham, of David Accor- 
ding tothe fleſh, and was anointed with the 
Holy Ghoſt above his fellows, and was 
made'King, Prieſt, and Prophet, aboveall 
other Kings, Prieſts, and Prophets, that he 
might govern us by his Power, direct and 
teach us by his Wiſdom, and fanctife us for 
ever by his own Sacrifice firſt offered for 


ſinful men, and then pleaded in Heaven 
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lbelieve thatJeſas Chriſt, theWord made 
fleſh; did humble himſelf very low, took 
upon him'the form of a feryant, and be- 
came obedient untodeath, the death of the 
Crofs, and both in-life and death did ma- 
nifeſt his Divine excellency, and. gloritie 
his heavenly Father. Inthe day of his hu- 
miliation he did hunger, thirſt, faſt, pray, 
weep, and took upon himthe infirmities of 
man, yet without ſin, and was mortal. His 
converſation was holy and ſpotleſs; and 
was ſoordered, that both in life and death 
he was a Mirrovr of all heavenly: Virtues. 
His Dodrine whereby he revealed the 
Myſteries of Heavens Kingdom, was pure, 
and full of profoundeſt Wiſdom, and of 
ſovereign power ta fave mens ſonls ; end 
his words ſuch as. never man ſpake, and 
were confirm'd by figns, and wonders, and 
glorious miracles, by which the declared 
himſelf to be the Son of the living God. He 
by himſelf, his Apoſtles, and other afliſtanes 
whom he had choſen and qualifed for this 
work, began to gather Diſciples, and lay 
the foundation of his everlaſting Kingdom; 
yet, notwithſtanding theſe ſo many Divine 
excellencies, he ſutfers many indignities 
from his unworthy and ungrateful Bre- 
thren , whom he loved above all other 
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People in the world ; though he was a Son, 
yet he learned obedience by the things he 
ſuffered. For many did not believe in 
bim, many were oftended with him. The 
ambitious, covetous, corrupt, hy pocritical 
High-Prieſts, Rulers; Scribes, Phariſees, 


Sadduces being diſcovered unto the people, | Lo 


and by him reproved for: their ſins, and de. 
ſerted by many of the people, did envy 
him, hate him, perſecutehim, revile him, 
blaſpheme him, and deſigned his death, 
which they often and many ways attemp. 
ted and in the end prevailed. a 
In the laſt night of his 'mortal hfe © 

earth after the eating of the Paſlover,. the 
' Inſtitution of the Sacrament of his bleſſed 
dody and blood, his conſolatory ſpeech un- 
co his. Diſciples, his heavenly prayer,he en- 
ters into the fatal place and garden where 
His greateſt ſufferings began. Then upon 
His ſerious conſideration and lively appre- 
Henſon of the bitter Cup he was to drink, 
and the fearful paſſion and cempattion now. 
at hand,he falls intoa grievous and extreme 
 Agony,wherein with earneſt prayers,tears, 
and loud cries he deſires his heavenly Fa- 
ther to ſpare him, and to let the Cup paſs 
from him ; yet fo that he wholly reſigns 
himſelf unto his will, He deſires his 'Di- 

"no , (ciples 
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ſciples, eſpecially three of them to watch 
with him and to pray for an hour, yet they 
fail him ; he falls upon the ground, depre- 
cates the Cup three ſeveral times, ſwears 
drops as it were of bloud, and at length an 
Angel was ſent from heavento comfort the 
Lords of Angels ; ſo deeply was he hum- 
bled, ſo greatly was he afflicted ſo much 


' | was he difcomforted, while he prepares 


himſelf ro encounter the powers of Hell 
andexpiate the fin of man. This woful fit 
wasno ſooner palled over, but heis betray- 
ed into the hands of ſinners, apprehended, 
bound, brought before the Council, accu- 


| &d, condemned asa plaſphemer worthy of 
| death, and fo the judg of Men and Angels 
| was judged; he is hoodwink't , buffered, 


blaſphemed, ſpit upon, and moſt fearfully' 
abouſed, and being formerly betrayed by 
Tudas,and now with curling,ſwearing, and 
torſwearing, denyed by S. Peter and foria- 
ken of all his Diſciples. As for this he is 
brought before Pilate, falſly charged with 
heinous crimes, yet juſtified as having done 
nothing worthy of death. The Judge is a- 
fraid ro' condem him, willing to releaſe 
him, ſcourgeth him, and at the importuniy 
of his bloudy enemies ke at length con- 


dems him to the cruel, curſed, ignomiuj- 
"= OUS 


(74 ) 


ous death of the Croſs, and delivers him tg 
the Souldiers, who deride him, abule hin, 
torment him, and lead him to the place of 
execution. There he is ſtripped, cruciked, 
endures open ſhame, cruel pains, revilingg 
bitter taunts from. the High-Prieſts, the 
People, the Malefaftors crucitied with 
him, and the Souldiers ; yet he reviles ng 
again, nor threatens, bur in reſpect: of 
wrong received he is ſilent and dumb as the 

eep before the ſhearer, prays for his ene. 
mies, provides for his diſconfolate Mother, 
comforts ſuch as do bewail him, and fore. 
tells their future miſery. In the height d 
 Iis paſſion he cries our, ( ſuch was the ex 
tremity) My Ged, my God, why . haſt thu 
forſaken me ! commends his Spirit into hi 
Fathers hands, and fo dies. 1his ſuffering 
and death was ſuch as never any before tt, 
never any after it, like unto it. So much 
was ſignified at thattime, when the Hes 
vens were darkned, the Earth did quake, 
the Rocks did rend, the Graves were oper- 
ed, the Veil of the Temple was rent in the 
midit from the top to the kottom to ſignt 


fie thatrhe great High-Prieſt having ottere( 
himſelf by the eternal Spirit without ſpot, 
was entring with his own Blood into the 
Holy Place of Heaven, to obtain eterni 
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Redemption, and the expiation of mans fin 
for ever. The very frame of Heaven'and 
Earth ſeem'd to be ſhaken in the time of 
this great ſuttering ; men were aſtomſhed,; 


women wept, many bear their breaſts, the 
Centurion who had the charge of thisexe- 
cution was Convinced that the party exe- 
cuted was the Son of God, Our blelled 
Saviour ſuffered this death with unparal- 
(ell'd patience & meekneſs, he laid down his 
life willingly in obedience to his heavenly 
Father, and out of love and a longing defire 
of ſinful mans ſalvation : No man could 
take it from him till the hour was come, - 
and he was willing to part with it, becaufe 
heas a Prieſt, and general head and repre- 
ſentative of mankind, offered his life unto 
his heavenly Father as ſupreme Judge, as a 
ranſom for ſinful man; therefore his dearth 
was the greateſt Sacrihce, and the higheſt 
piece of ſervice and obedience thar ever 
was performed, and was ſo highly accepted 
of God, that it made him propirious, fatif- 
hed his Juſtice, merited his favour to fin- 
fal man, made his fin pardonable, and his 
ſalvation pollible upon faireſt terms; whil'ſt 
be was by his own blood entring the ſacra- 
ry of heaven, his (ide is pierced, and out of 
the ſame iſſue water and blood : His body is 


taken 
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taken from the Croſs, decently interred 
in a new Sepulchre where never any man 
was laid before ; his ſoul abides for a time 
ſeparate, and under the power of death 
and his humiliation did continue till the 
Reſurrection, and by his burial he hallows 
the grave to all believers. By this Hnmi, 
liation thus finiſhed the foundation of our 
eternal ſalvation is laid, and a way prepas 
red and opened for a pallage into heavens 
Kingdom. 
| believe that Jeſus Chriſt who was thus 
humbled , who ſuffered cruel pains, and 
was delivered todeath for our. tranſgrelll- 
ons, was raiſed for our juſtification, and fo 
to communicate the mercies merited by 
hisdeath,converts us and procures the aCtu- 
all remiſſion of all the fins of ſuch as re. 
pent and believein him, and by his life ſaves 
{ſuch as he had reconciled by his death. He 
that did riſe was the very ſame who died 
upon the Croſs; and the ſame body and 
tout which were ſzparated by Death,were 
unted again by Reſurrection ; as man: he 
was raiſed,as God he raiſed himſelf; he roſe 
never todieagain,but to live for evermore. 
The time was the third day, according to 
the predictions and prefigurations of old; 
and the decree of God's eternal wiſdom; 
| G "M 
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God did not ſuffer his Holy One toſee cor- 
ruption. The manner of this Reſurrection 
was glorious ; God then ſhook the Earth, 
ſent from Heaven an Angel appearing in 
great glory, who terrified the Guard, rouls- 
away the ſtone which cloſed up the Sepul- 
chre, and made way for Chriſts Diſciplesto 
come freely, and ſee that he was not there, 
The Graves were opened, divers of the 
Saints raiſed,and appear'd in the holy City; 
Death was conquered, and divers of his 
Captives reſcued out of his hands. This 
his Reſurreftion was made manifeſt by te- 
ſimony* of Angels, and of divers others 
who ſaw him, ſpake with him, and were af- 
ſured of it; he appears unto many, and 
that many times, andeſpecially to theele- 
ven Apoſtles, who ſaw him, heard him, did 
eat and drink with him, touched him with 
their hands. To theſe he unfolds the Myſte- 
ries of his Kingdom, gives them commiſli- 
on to go intoall Nations, and commands 
them to ſtay at Feruſalem till they received 
the Holy Ghoſt, according tothe promiſe 
of his Father: God by thus raiſing him did 
manifeſt that he had accepred his Sufferings 
and Death as a full propitiation of the ſins 
of men, and by ſaying,Thow art my Son, this 
day have I begotten thee, made him univerſal 


King 
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-King and Pfieſt, fully conſecrated for ever, 
He roſe as head and repreſentative of man; 
kind, eſpecially of his Church, and became 
nor only the pattern, but the firſt fruits 
and cauſe of our Reſurrection ; ſo that as 
in Adam dying all died, fo in Him riſing we 
ſhall all be made alive, firſt ro newneſs of 
life, then to eternal glory. The ſame Spi- 
rit that raiſed Chriſt from. the dead, ſhall 
raiſe us from the death of ſin unto newneſs 
of life, and raiſe our bodiesto immortality; 
forty days 'he ſtays on Earth to comfort 
his Diſciples, ſtrengthen their Faith, make 
evident his Reſurrection, and give orders 
for the adminiſtration of his future King- 
dom ; then he aſcends from Mount Ole 
in a Cloud upinto the Heaven of Heavens, 
Men and Angels being witneſſes accarding 
to a former Viſion, that one like the Son 
of man came with the Clouds of Heaven, 
and came unto the ancient of days, and 
that the Angels brought him peace before 
bim. He aſcended, that he might fulfil 
all things, ſend down the Holy Ghoſt, en- 


joy full joy in his Fathers preſenee, and} 


pleaſures at his right hand forever ; make 
meerceſlion for his Saints, prepare eternal 
blefied mantions for them, raiſe up their 


thoughts and affeftions to that heavenly} 


eſtate 
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[eſtate he had merited and prepared for 


them, that where heis, our hearts might be 
ab ; and that he might receive a place at 
his Fathers right hand ; ſo it was prephe. 
fed of old, that when the Son of man wag 
brought before the ancient of days, there 
was given him Dominion and Glory, anda . 
Kingdom, that all People,and Nations,and 
Languages ſhould ſerve him, his Dominion 
san everlaſting Dominion Which ſhall nor 
paſs away, and his Kingdom that which 


| ſhall not be deſtroy d. For his Father faid 


unto him, Sit art my right hand till I make 
thy foes thy footkool, and gave him a name 
above all names, and ſer him far above all 
Principalities and Powers, and Might and 
Dominion, and every name that is named, 
not only in this world, but in that which is 
to come. He was-ſolemnly inveſted with a 
ſupreme 6: univerſal power aboveall men 
and Angels eſtabliſhed in bis Kingdom,con- 
firmed by Oath in his everlaſting Prieſt- 
hood, ſent down the holy Ghoſt ; the Go- 
ſpel,the rod of his power,went out of Zion; 
be reigned in the midſt of his enemies, and 
many thouſands did willingly ſubmit unto 
him, and his people for number were like 
drops of dew which fall from the womb of 
chemorning. When all things are _—_— 
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all enemies ſubdued, the timber of hy] 
Saints finiſhed, he will come from Heaven| be 
to determine of the final eſtate of men and 
Angels,and judg both quick and dead; Andj un 
then he will deliver up his Kingdom to thef CF 
Father, that God may be all in all. iþ 

.. ] believe that the Holy Ghoſt, which is| be 
One God with the Father and the Son,and| Gi 
is the Spirit of the Father and the Son, by He 
whom all things in Heaven and Earth are| 
effeted, was always in the Church to ſan-| M 
Rifie the ſame, -and prepare it for etetnal| T1 
Glory; and when Chriſt was ſet at the right 0f 
hand of God, came down upon the Apo Cl 
ſles in the likeneſs of ftery clovenTongua 
gave them power to ſpeak in all Languagg 
enlightned them,gave them full and perſe(t 
knowledge of the Goſpel, endued them 
with all gifts and power requiſite for the 
laying of the foundation of the Chriſtian] 
Religian, the plantation of the Church/in} 

| all Nations, and did direCt them in the diff tl 

| penfation of the Goſpel,chat both. by word} 2! 
and writing,they might publiſh and declan 4 
it infallibly. By this doctrine, accompani tl 
ed with the power of this Spirit, and conf " 
vey'd to the hearts of men, both Fews and} © 
Gentiles, were, called, converted, fan 

fied, and made up the body of the 

| | verk: 
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ferfal Church, which is the number of all. 
believers in all Nations; a community of 
Saints Militant firſt on Earth, and thenTri- 
umphant in Heaven. Theſe are the beſt ſo- 
ciety in the world, have the greateſt privi- 
kdpes, are the Children of God, the Mem- 
bers of Chriſt, che. Temples of the Holy 
Ghoſt, the Candidates of Heaven , the 
Heroes of Eternal Glory, baptized by one 
Spirit into one body, and by Baptiſm ad- 
mitted Subjects otan everlaſting Kingdom, 
Thoſe, tho' diſperſed through ſeveral parts 
of the world, and mixed with counterfeit 
Chriſtians, and profane perſons, are juſti- 
fied, regenerated, reconciled, theadopted 
Sons of God, have a title unto eternal 
Life, the earneſt of the Spirit, and the firſt 
fruits of glory; are guarded by Angels, be- 
loved of God ; enemies to Sin, Satan, and 
the World; tempred often; ſometimes 


mn} wounded and foiled, yet fin reigns not in 


them, and in the end they atrain a full 
and final victory : They ſuffer Perſecution, 


4 and bear the Croſs with patience, deny 
themſelves, are conſtant in the Covenant ; 


nothing can ſeparare them from the love of 
God ; all things work together . for their 


4 good ; they increaſe in heavenlyVirtues, a- 


i bound in good works, rejoyce in the hope 
G of 
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of Glory, watch and pray, and with fighs 
and groans wait for the adoption, which is 
the redemption of the body. When they 
depart this world, they commend thelr ſp. 
Fits into their Fathers hands, who ſends his 
Angels to receiye them ; they are With 
Chriſt, and ſecure of the reſurrettion J1In- 
to eternal bliſs, reſt from their labours, and 
their works follow them ; when the num. 
ber of theſe is finiſhed, Chriſt will come 
down from Heaven in the Glory of the Fa- 
ther, with all the holy Angels, and ſhall 
deſcend with a ſhout, with the voice of the 
Arch-Angel, and the Trump of God. Then 
all the dead ſhall riſe, the living ſhall be 
changed, and made immortal; all ſhall be 
ſummoned, appear, bejudged ; the righ- 
teous ſhall be juſtified for ever, receive the 


glorious reward ofan everlaſtingKingdom| 


be admittedinto God's preſence, behold hi 
glory, be filled with eternal joy, and made 
fully, and for ever happy ; ſuch as knby 
not God, or obeyed not the Goſpel, be 
ing unbelievers, and unrighteous, ſhall be 
ſentenced to everlaſting Fire, prepared { 
the Devil and his Angels, ſhall be caſt ou 
of God's preſence , impriſoned in He 
Where the worm never dieth, and the 
ISNEYET quenched, and ſhall there be tok 
ments 
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mented in ſoul and body continually, and 
of their extreme miſery there ſhall be no 
| end. 
= Theſe thingsI believe to be moſt certain- 
$1 ly true, and as reveal'd from-Heaven, con- 
Lf firm'd by many ſigns and wonders, and 
-| the rare effects of this Doctrine in the con- 
I} yerfion and conſolation of many ſouls. 

*| ThisFaith of my heart Iprofeſs with my 
*| mouth, and according to this belief and 
profeſſion 1 rely for everlaſting life upon 
God the Father, who loved me, and the 
Son, who gave himſelffor me, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, who ſanCtifies and comforts me. ' 


Sect. 8. 


After this enlargement, I return again 
into the Propoſition, That Chriſt comman- 
ded the Apoſtles to teach or diſciple all Nations, 
and thence infer ſome practical conclafi- 
ons ina few words, and ſo conclude this - 
Chapter. | 

I. If Apoſtles, and fo all Miniſters of 
| the Goſpel who take the charge of fouls 
upon them, be ſubject ro Chriſt's power, 
and, bound by this command, then' it's 
& their duty co reach, to teach this'Dottrine, 

| foteaChall this Doftrine; they muſt teach 
: G2, ,- thi 
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this, and none other, becauſe it is the only 
converting, faving, comforting truth ; if 
they teach other, it will be either unprof:. 
table, or, which is worſe, pernicious; 
though they teach this, and yet conceal 
ſome part thereof, and declare not the 
whole counſel of God, though it may be 
good ſo far as they make uſe of it, yetit 
will be inſufficient, and never reach the 
end for which it was revealed from Hea- 
ven; for-it's the Goſpel, the whole Goſpel, 
that is the power of God unto Salvation; 
yet it muſt not be taught confuſedly, but 
as it was delivered by our Saviour inz 
gertain and exact method, ſo it muſt i 
the ſame manner be diſpenſed by thx 
Man of God, who muſt not only be per 


ſpicuous, that his DoCtrine may be un 
derſtood , but alſo methodical, that i 
may be cemembred : therefore if we wil 
manifeſt our love to Chriſt, be faithfu 
to our truſt, pity poor Souls, redeem 
by the precious blood of Chriſt, make 
good account at the laſt, receive a Crou 
of Glory when the great Shepherd ſh 
appear, andeſcape that fearful Woe z 

Judgment which ſhall fall upon ſuch as 

guilty of the blood of other men, let 1 
teach, teach this Doftrine, and teach 
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thus, and in this manner, as Chriſt's Com+ 
mand requires and directs. 

2. If thisbe our duty, then the people 
whom we teach are bound to receive this, 
all this DoCtrine, and thus as it is taught : 
and if ever they will be converted unto 
God, comforted by. the Spirit, attain unto 
eternal life, and not be adjudged to eternal 
Fire, for Ignorance, or Difobedience to 
the Goſpel, let them hear this Doctrine 
attentively, learn the whole connſel of 
God, lay it up in their hearts, remember 
it, obey it, and make it the joy and de- 
light of their hearts, and the ſubject of 
their conſtant Meditations; let them re- 
ject all other Do@trine which ſhall not 
be agreeable to this our Saviour's 
Creed. 

3. I'sa matter of perpetual Thankſgi- 


q ving, and it's our Duty to acknowledge 


af God's wonderful mercy in this reſpect, 


and give all Glory and Praiſe unto his 
Name, in that he hath fo well provided 


| for our Salvation. For he hath not only 


ſent his onely Son from Heavento redeem 
us by his precious Blood, raiſed him from 
the dead, and given him all Power in 
Heaven and Earth ; but Chriſt having re- 
ceived this Power, gives Commiſſion and. 
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Command to the Apoſtles and their Sucs 


ceiiors to teach all faving Truth, hath 
contracted it in ſo few words, reduced it 
unto fo clear a method , endued them 
with the knowledge of it, bound them 
to ceach it to all Nations in their own 
Language, fit it for the meaneſt capacities, 
raiſe up a continual ſupply of faithful 
Miniſters to inſtruct poor ſouls , that 
hearing they may believe, call upon 
God , be ſaved from Hell and Death, 
and when the number of Gad's Saints 
are finiſhed, then they may be for ever 
glorified. 


CHAP.- VI. 
Concerning Baptiſm. 
Sect. I. 


þ 4g have heard of the firſt Propoſiti- | 


on, commanding the a—_—y 
to all Nations ; concerning the ſeco 
commanding. them to teach all Nations : 


. the third —_— , and is this, Chriſt 
 commandes 
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commanded the. Apoſtles to Raptize af 
Nations taught and diſcipled. The former 
is concerning the diſpenſation of the 
Word, this concerning the adminiſtration 
of the Sacraments ; where. we have ſome- 
thing of the Covenant, ſomething of 
Diſcipline. In this Propoſition we mult 
enquire, | 
1. What Baptiſin is ? | 

2. Who may and muſt adminiſter 
it £ 

2. Whoare to be baptized? 


x. For the nature of Baptiſm, it's eaſily 
known from the Inſtitution in this Com- 
miſſion. It's an initiating Sacrament of 
the New Teſtament, wherein a Diſciple is 
waſhed with water, In the Name of the Fa- 
ther , and the Son, and the Holy . Ghoſt. 
The word Baptiſm is a derivative from 
Bamntw, and that from BeTT?, both fignt- 
fie to dip or plunge a thing in water, or 
ſome other liquid ſubſtance ; and becauſe 
theend of this dipping or plunging is ſome- 
times to waſh and cleanſe, therefore both 
the words do ſometimes ſignifie to waſh 


and cleanſe ; and becauſe a ſpiritual clean- 


ling is ſignified in this Sacrament, therefore 


it is called Baptiſm. This is only for the 
G «4 Name 
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Name. In this Deſcription we muſt oþi 
ſerye, Li.” 1 | 
'*” TI. That itis a Sactament. 

2. Is a Sacrament of the New Te: 
ſtament. 
3. It is an initiating Sacrament. 
4. This initiation is by waſhing with 
water, In the Name of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſ. 


T, A Sacrament, as here it's underſtood, 
15a Sacred or Religious Sign, Rite, or Ce- 
remony. And becauſe there be many 
and ſeveral kinds of Rites which have 
their ſeveral ends, and the end of Sacra- 
ments and theſe Myſteries is diſtinCt and 
ditterent from the end of other Rites; 
therefore in ſtrict ſenſe a Sacrament 1s 
Re inſtituted of God to confirm his Co- 
venant, where we have 


I. The general nature 
- 2. The efficient cauſe >ofa Sacrament. 
3. Theend 


I. The general nature is, that it's a Re- 
tigious Rite; there are Civil and Relig- 
ous Rites, and both are uſed as addition 
tO o ſope other things or ations, to whid 

rac 
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i | theyare accidental, and no ways eſſential; 
and they uſually ſignihe ſomething to the 
underſtanding , beſides that which they 
repreſent to the ſenſes. The reaſon why 
they are added is, the greater ſolemnity. 
Thus the Sacraments are Religious Rites 
added to the Covenant of Grace, and in , 
themſelves are ſome outward things and 
ations which repreſent ſome things- and 
ations which are Sacred and Divine. 
And this fignification is not Natural, but 
from Inſtitution; in this reſpect they uſu- 
ally make two material parts of a Sa- 
crament, 1. An outward ſenſible ſign. 
2. An inward hidden ſpiritual thing figni- 
hed. So that the things and actions 
which are Rites, are to be conſidered, 
x. In themſelves. 2. In their ſignificative 
nature as ſigns. Theſe Sacramental Rites 
are annexed to the Covenant, that it may 
be made and renewed with the greater ſo- 
lemnity. Thus Circumciſion is ſaid to be 
a fign added to the Covenant made with 
Abraham and his Seed, and in theſe cere- 
monial religious ſigns we uſually have 
things, actions, words, which uſually in: 
form us of the hidden myſtical part. 


2. The 
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2. The efficient cauſe of theſe Rites tg 
be obſerved by all Chriſtians, is God, who 
by his SonJeſus Chriſt hath not only ſt Poken 
unto us, and revealed the Goſpel, but alf 
inſticuted theſs Sacraments. There are 
Ritesinvented by Men, andalſo by Devil, 
and ſome of them are abominable ; and 
from the multiplication of theſe in perfor. 
mance of Divine Service, ſpring ſo many 
Superſtitions, when ſach things as God 
never appointed, or required at our hands, 
are conceited to be holy, or neceſſary, or 
of a ſanctifying power ; therefore 1t Con- 
Ccerns us all to conſider what Rites are of 
Divine Inſtitution, whether they be Cere- 
monies of the Old or New Teitament ; for 
Gcd inſtituted Rites of old, as well as in 
theſe latter times of the Goſpel. - 2. What 
Rites inſtirated by him are now 1n forceſo 
as that we are bouiid to the obſervation of 
them. By reatfon of Divine Inſtitution and 
Command they are potitive Laws of God, 
which do not bind by reaſon of the matter 
of them, which is indifferent, but of God's 
Command , from whoſe Intticution, Pro- 
miſe, and Command, but not of them 
ſirex, they conduce to our ſanRification. 


3. Th 
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2. Theendofa Sacrament is to confirm 
the Covenant in Chriſt, made between God 
and man. This preſuppoſeth, 1. The death 
and redemption byChriſt as the foundation 
of the Covenant; for ifthere be no Redem.- - 
ption, there is no promiſe of life unto ſinful 
man. 2. A Covenant ; and this Covenant 
preſuppoſeth a Law wherein God com- 
mands man to repent , and beheve in 
Chriſt ; and upon this Repentance and 
Faith- promiſeth remiſlion of fin, and eter- 
nal happineſs. And becaute God will deal 
with Man as with a rational free Creature, 
he propoſeth the conditions required in his 
Law, and expects his afſent and voluntary 
obligation of himſelf, 3. When a man ex. 
prelleth his conſent, and promiſeth freely 
unto God that he will believe and repent, 
then this Covenant is made. TheRedemz 
ption by Chriſt, the Covenant in it ſelf, 
and the making of the Covenant, pre- 
ſuppoſed, the Sacrament is added, that 
by it the Covenant may be ſolemnly con- 
firmed both on God's part and Mans, 


4 as though they put to it their hands and 


ſeals, and ſo mutually engage themſelves. 
one unto another. Thus Circumciſion, 
Which was a Sacrament, is faid to be mot 
V4 þ OBLY - 


(92) 
only a Sign, but a Þ,/, becauſe as a Sealis 
put to an Indenture, or other Evidenceg, 
and particularly to Leagues, to confirm 
them, ſo a Sacrament is added to this Co. 
venant for confirmation, fo that neither 
part candraw back, or neglect to perform, 
except they will go againſt their own a& 
and deed, and folemn engagement. This 
confirmation doth limit the general nature 
of Sacraments as they are Ceremonies,and 
ditterenceth them from all other Rites, 
which were but Signs or Types, and not 
inſtituted to this end. | 


Sect. 2. 


Thus you have heard what a Sacrament 
1s: The ſecond thing affirmed is, that it isa 
Sacrament of the NewTeſtament or Cove 
nant. This doth ditterence Baptiſm from 
all the Sacraments uſed by man, 6: inſtitu: 
ted by God before Chriſt's Incarnation ; for 
there were extraordinary Sacraments of 
old, as Baptiſm under the Cloud, and in 
. the Red-Sea, Mayna, and water out of the 
Rock ; there were ordinary Rites, as Cir- 
cumciſion and the Paſlover ; yet theſe 
might be ſaid to be Sacraments of the Old 
Teltament, which difter in many things 
. froll 


— 


(93) 
from theſe of the New, and that not only 
in the figns and circumſtance of time, but 
chiefly in this, that the former Sacraments 
did preſuppoſe Chriſt tocome, and faith in 
him as not yet exhibited , but the Sacra- 
ments of the New Teſtament look at Chriſt 
as already come, having ſhed his blood, 
and finiſhed the work of Redemption, and 
require faith ir: him under that notion, and 
in that reſpet. As it differs from the for- 
mer by this, that it's a Sacrament of the 
New Teſtament, fo in this particular it a- 
grees with the Euchariit; ſo that from 
hence we may deſcribe a Sacrament of the 
New Teſtament to be a Rite inititured by 
Chriſt to confirm the Covenant of Grace 
in the blood of Chriſt already ſhed,wherein 
we may obſerve, x. The blood of Chriſt 
ſhed. 2. A Covenant confirmed in and by 
this blood of Chriſt, and Sacritice already 
offered. 3. A confirmation of this Cove- 
nant made between God and particular 
perſons by theſe holy Rites. 


Sect. 3. 


Baptiſin, as it is 1. a Sacrament. 2. a Sa- 
crament of the New Teſtament; fo 3. it is 
tae initiating Sacrament of the NewTeſta- 


menr, 
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ment. For there are but two Sacraments 
of the Goſpel inſtituted by Chriſt, and this 
is the firſt in order, and firſt to be admini- 
{tred; it preſuppoſeth the party tobe bap- 
tizedas anAlien, and nor yet ſolemnly ad- 
mitted into the Church and Kingdom of 
God, though he may be prepared for this 
admiſſion and incorporation. In reſpect of 
this initiation it ditters from the Euchariſt, 
which cannot lawfully be adminiſtred toa- 
ny but ſuch as are members of the Church, 

and incorporated already : For as under 
the Law no ſtranger might be admitted to 
the Paſlover, ſo under the Goſpel no un- 
baptized perſon may comeunto the Lords 
Table. This is the reaſon why this Rites 
called the Laver of Regeneration , the 
Sacrament of our New Birth, and of our 
ingrafting into Chriſt : And as we are but 
once born, ſo we are but ore baptized; 

for this Sacrament once rightly adminiſtred 
15 not to be reiterated, whereas the Eucha- 
riſt, being a Sacrament of our (| piritual 
nouriſhment and growth, is often to bt 
celebrated. 


Sect. 4 
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Sect. 4. 


Thus you have heard that Baptiſt i is an 
initiating Sacrament of the NewTeſtament; 
it remains thatI inform you of the particu- 
ar Rite of Initiation,” which 1s by waſhing 
with water, In 1he Name of the Father, and 
the Son, jth the Holy Ghoſs. For this 1s the 
inſtruction and command of our Saviour in 
this Commiſſion in theſe words, Bap:izing 
them in the Name of the Father,Gc. where 
we have three things to be conſidered, 

1. Water, the Element. 

2. Waſhing with water, the Action. 

3. Waſhing the Name of the Father, 
and the Son, and the Hcely Gho#t , the 
words. 

x. Water in it felfis anatural ſubſtance, 
and a liquid Element, granted unto man- 
kind as a ſpecial bleſſing, and to be uſed 
according to ſeveral virtues thereof for 
ſeveral ends; one end is waſhing and 
cleanſing bodies, and other things that are 
ſullied or defiled ; and this according to 
the purging and cleanſing virtue thereof. 
This Water, accofding to this:natural vir- 
tue, was ſingled out by a Divine Inſtitunion 
and determination for an higher end; and 
that 1s to ſignifie and confirm a ſpiritual 
cleanſing : 
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Cleanſing : And though ſome make this in 
Baptiſm to be a ſign of Chriſt's blood, which 
bath a power to cleanſe and purge the cop. 
ſcience from dead works to ſerve the living 
God, yet in this Sacrament it rather ſign. 
fies the Holy Ghoſt, which ſanctifies and 
regenerates the Church. Therefore ong 
Saviour faith, John. 3. 5. Verily, werily ex 
cept a man be born of the Spirit and Water, b 
cannot enter into the Kingdom of God. In this 
reſpect Baptiſm is ſaid to be the Lawer o 
Regeneration, by the renewing of the Holy 
Ghoſr, which God ſhed on us abundantly, 
Tit. 3. 5, 6. In both which places the Spurt 
is aſſimilated to Water, as waſhing, clean 
{ing, renewing ; yet here it's to be noted, 
that the Spirit doth not renew and clean 
us, but by virtue of Chriſt's blood, whid 
merited the renovation and purificationdl 
the ſoul. For if Chriſt's blood had nd 
been ſhed, the Spirit had never been giye 
to ſanctihie us, 


Sect. 5. 


The aQtion is Waſhing, expreſſed in th 
word [ Baptize | which word, as. you he: 
before, ſignifies to waſh, and that ofta 
waſhing is the uſe and application {* | 
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Elemement for to cleanſe, . which may be 
done many ways, as by plunging the thing 
| to be waſhed into the water wholly,or by 
dipping,or by pouring water uponit ; and 
ſometimes by ſprinkling ; for many things 
under the Law were cleanſed by. ſprinkling 
of water or blood.:. This action for this 
end implies the party to be baptized as pol- 
| luted with fin, and ſo unfit to have commu» 
{| nion with God, and to be admitted into 
| his heavenly Kingdom. - Therefore he 
4 muſt be renewed, purihed, and regenera- 
| ted, and that by the Holy Ghoſtingrafting 
4 lim into Chriſt, | and planting him into the 
# ſimilitude of Chriſts death and Reſurrecti- . 
on, thence -we have two- paxes of this Re- ; 
generation. -F. 'Remiſfion; :;;2:$anctifica- 
tion, Gt in, ſanCtification a death unto ſin, 
and a life unto righteouſneſs, In;ſome kind 
of waſhing, the death and. Reſurrection of 
Chriſt, and alſo a death unto fin , : and 
a life unto. righteouſneſs, , were more 
clearly repreſented ; yet theres. hardly a: | 
ny kind of waſhing, but. doth-in ſome mea. 
{| ſure reſembletheſe things. But. we muſt nor 
in this Sacrament ſtand upon.the more per- | 
fect or imperfeCt repreſentation of the ſpi-: 
4 ritual part thereof. The prineipal thing vi-1 
[ble & ſenſible is waſhing &-cleanſing ;the: 
| H Princt. 
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principal thing ſignified isthe ſanRification'| a 
and purging of the ſoul and conſcience. +| en 
Sect. 6. | thi 

The words are, I the name of the Father, | th 
e&c. Where we muſt obſerve, 1. That to Þ an 
be baptized in the name, into the name, far 
unto the name of the Father, & of the Son, | the 
& of the Holy Ghoſt,are the ſame. 2. That| wh 
as the name of Chriſt, and Chriſt, are often} wh 
the ſame, ſo the name of God the Father, | wh 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, is God. the Father I ly 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 3. That though Fa Co' 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt are three, andfal : 
ſome. ways diſtin&, yet they are but oneÞof ( 
and the ſame-God. 4. That the Baptiſm inJand 
this name prefuppoſeth the party to befelfe: 
baptized, to'have profefled his faith in,andjcon 
his obedience urito the name of God-thepof b 
Father, and the Son; and Holy Ghoſt, thatſfnil 
his ſins may be forgiven, and that he mayſand 
attain eternal life accordingto the promiteto N 
of the Covenant on Gods patt ; ſo that rhehgoo 
Covenant is aftnally made between Godby | 
and the party to be baptized. Thekpot! 
things premiſed, the meaning is , thapmc 
in" the name and perſon of God the Fapuam 
ther, and the-Son, and the Holy Ghoſt,bappnd 
tzzethee in this water, and by this ſolemmus 
rite admit thee tobe one of Gods people;apn t 
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n | © ſubjeCt of his bleſſed Kingdom of grace; eg 
| enjoy all the priviledges thereof, and allure 
[| thee of the performance of the promiſes of 
7; | the Covenant according to the profeſſion 
v | and promiſe thou haſt made ;. and by thig 
e | ame riceſolemnly bind thee to make good 
n, | the profeſſion , and perform- the - vows 
it | which thou haft made unto God the Father 
1-4 who hath made thee, and God. the Son 
r, | who hath redeemed thee, and God the Ho- 
1, | ly Ghoſt who ſanCtifieth thee ; ſo that. the 
+ | Covenant ofgrace which was made etfectu- 
dal and immutual by the death and blood 
of Chriſt, being firſt made between God. 
injand the party to be baptized, the proper 
gcifect of this rite of Baptiſin is a ſoletart 
dconfirmation of this Covenant in reſpect 
eo both . parties. This confirmation being 
Finiſhed; both the parties-are more ftrictly 
gand highly bound to performance ; God 
to make good his promiſes, man to make 
xg00ds his vows : For Godis bound natonly- 
by; his promiſe in general, but by this rite 
Fo-che perfon baptized in particular. - And 
wan is bound not-only in general, - but by 
Fame ; not only by the command of Ged: 
ppnd his own vow, but alſo by receiving of. 
pus folemn-rite and being baptized. Up» 
pn this obligation followsa more particular 
H 2 and 
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and certain right unto the mercies meriteg 
by Chtiſt, and promiſed in the Covenant 


and a nearer relation unto,and a more ſpe, 
cial intereſt in that God who made him,& 
loved him, and redeemed him by Chriſt 
and fanctifies him by the Spirit ; yet the 
actual enjoyment oftheſe mercies depend 
upon the performance of the conditions ty 
Which man is bound ; yet becauſe this per. 
formance depends upon the fanctifying 
power of the Spirit, therefore God in hy 
infinite mercy gives the Spirit to the pary 
baptized, that ſo the Covenant ſhould ng 
be in vain, For God nulling the Covenan 
of works which had no promiſe of grad 
and making a Covenant of free-grace as! 
Father, a Redeemer, and Sanctifiet , and 
promiſing , and really intending 'to fajt 
man, muſt needs by vertue of this proml 
give him the Spirit, which is abſolutely n6 
ceſlary to falvation, and alſo merited | 
Chriſt for ſuch as believe in Chriſt; to abit 
in them, and enabls them to perform : 
duties neceſſary to Salvation. i This is tit 
reaſon why Baptiſm and the Spirit arel 
often joyned together ; yet the giving ( 
this-Spirit is not abſolutely tyed and lin 
ted to-the very time of Baptiſm, bart is 
ven ſometimes after, and ſometimesbefon 
| 


—_— 


"OS > ©S > OD OY. ooo RY 


5 3 Sy 


—* 


. 
| 


(roT ) | 
and ſometimes in or at the time of Bap* 
tim. This Covenant is made by way of 
ſtipulation and reſtipulation ; and when the 
anſwer of a good conſcience is made, the 
Spirit may be received the more ſpeedily. 
By all this we may eaſily underſtand how 
willing, God is to ſtrengthen our weakneſs 
and confirm our hope 3 and how deeply 
we that are baptized are bound-and enga- 
ged to our God, and to him alone, ſoasto 
renounce all other confidences, and to re- 
lie upon him as a Father loving us, and his 
Son redeeming us,and the Holy Ghoſt fan- 
ifying us. And here its tobe remembred 
that thofe ſupernatural effects which inthe 
Scripture are given to Baptiſm,are proper- 
ly and principally to be aſcribed tothe love 


4 of the Father, the merit of Chrit, and the 
4 power of the Spirit ; as by this Sacrament 
if We ſubject our ſelves unto. God alone as 


our Supreme Lord, ſo we renounce the 


4 Devil all other falſe Gods;profeſs our ſelves 


{ Chriſtians, and ſeparate from all other Rez 
{ ligions. 


For Baptiſm is one of the bonds 
Which ties the members of the Church to- 


4 gether in one body ; a badge of our pro- 
- teſlion, and character whereby we- are di- 

{ diſtinguiſhed from all Idolaters, Mahume- 
qfans, and unbelieying Jews, | 


(102) 
SECT. 7. 
Thus we undefſtand- what Baptiſm j 
the next thing to be inquired into, is, wh 
may lawfully by thisxcommiſſionadminiſte 
this Sacrament ; The Text doth plainly & 
cermine the perſon:For he that muſt teach 
the fame muſt baptize. It's true'that thy 
power as-univerſal and extending to tht 
Gentiles, was given immediately unto th 8 
Apoſtles ; . yet unto them as firſt diſpenſing G 
the word ; yet becauſe the word was to 
diſpenſed and preached, not only by the! 
but alſo by their ſucceſſours unto' thi{ i 
worldsend ; therefore the ordinary po 
of preaching is continued toall ſuch as 
lawfully called to the Miniſtry, and (6 
power of baptizing too: So that accore 
to theſe words of our Saviour, they 
are truſted: with the diſpenſation of $ 
word, are truſted with the admiruſtratl * 
of the Sacraments ; for the promiſe off 
ſiſtance in the diſpenſation of both is 
only unto them as they are Miniſter kn 


Chriſt, -to be imployed in the calling 4 84 
converſion of ſinners , and the apphc hn 

. on of Redemption. Theſe are the finf ba! 
and moſt able to prepare them for theY lig] 
craments, and ſhould þe moſt able to'jul a 
na 


who are rightly qualified for the recein 


(103) 
ofthem: It's true, that unworthy and in- 
ſufficient perſons may be admitted into the 
vl Miniſtry ; and others though more ſuffici- 
v1 ent, may be careleſs 6 negligent; yet theſe 
| muſt anſwer for their infidelity & betray- 
| ing of their truſt : However it's evident 
i that the perſons who may lawfully baptize 
v inthe name of the Father, and the Son, and 
| gbe Holy Ghoſt, are the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel. | 

! Sect. 8. 

The third andlaſt thing to be examined, 
{ is, who are ſubjects capable of this Sacra- 
nent , and have a right unto Baptiſm by 
he rules of divine inſtitution ; and aCcor- 
ang to the Text they are ſuch as are taught 
-and made Diſciples; for neither the Apo- 
{{tles-nor their ſacceſſours have any war-. 
L rant'from- Chriſt to baptize any but Di- 
8 (Ciples : ſor here it's ſaid, Go and teach or 
| diſciple all Nations, haptizang them ; that is, 
[theſe who are diſcipled, For we muſt 
know. that the Apoſtles were ſent not to 
gather, Churches out of Churches, and to 
find the Nations: made Chriſtians to their 
band, buttocall men out of darkneſs into 
light, and perſwade men unbelievers to 
believe that-of no Chriſtians they might be 
made Chriſtians. They muſt not firſt bap- 
H 3 tze. 
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tize and then teach; but firſt teach and then | 


| baptize, and fo prepare them for Baptiſm; 
yet to be taught was not ſufficient ; they 
muſt learn, underſtand, profeſs their faith 
in God the Father , and the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, promiſe to obey Chriſts com. 
mands, and deſire by Baptiſm to be admit. 
ted into the Church; yet a Simon Magus 
may do all'tkis,and ſo obtain Baptiſm, an 
Phillip was bound to receive him; for God 
doth not bind the Miniſter of the Goſpel 
to try'the hearts and reins of any man, for 
that he could not do;but he muſt perſwade 
them in the name of Chriſt to profeſs ang 
Promiſe ſincerely from their hearts ; yet 
if they do not this , and it appear to him 
to do it, fo that he knows nothing to the 
contrary, he not only may, but muſt bap- 
tize ſuch if they deſire it; yet Baprtiſmis lit 
tle advantage unto ſuch ; for though they 
may be admitted and received into the v- 
ſible Church ; yetthey are not members 
Chriſt, nor heirs of Gods Kingdom ; but: 
ſuch as come with an upright heart, ard 
make the anſwer of a good conſcience, & 
inwardly believe with their ſouls as they 


profeſs with their lips, may certainly ex 
pect the Spirit of Regeneration and tif 
-benefits promiſed in the Covenant. 
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1], Butin all this diſcourſe upon this partof” 
«| the Text, I may ſeem to exclude 'Infants 
7 | from Baptiſm, and this place isalledged by 
1] divers againſt their admiſſion ; yer nothing 
| in the Text, nor any thing in my Diſcourſe 
-| doth debar them from this Sacrament. For 
-| the Apoſtles were ſent to preach the Go- 
;| fpel both to the unbelieving Jew, and alſo 
PF to the Gentiles, neither oftheſe, much leſs 
{} their Children, were incloſed in the pale of 
|| the Chriſtian Church as believing in Chriſt 
| already come ; and not only the Gentile, 
+1 but the proſelyte and.native Jew muſt re- 
I} pent and profeſs their faith before they 
tf} were baptized ; and this is evident out of - 
1 the hiſtory of the new Teſtament : And 
ef canany maninfer from hence,that becauſe 
| thoſe who were adult, and at age, & out 
:} of the Church,might not be baptized before 
y} they were taught, and confeſſed the faith : 
-F therefore the Infants of Chriſtian parents 
{} who are aQtual members of the Church , 
th} May not be baptized ? lts evident, the ſe- 
d} quel is not good : Some doubt might be 
&} made of Infants born of Parents before they 
y} were made Chriſtians ; and yet wefind no 
- queſtion made of them in the SCTIPtUres. 
14 Butof ſuch as are born in the Church, & of 
Exriſtian parents, after they were Chriſti- 
J * ans 
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ans, ther@is leſs doubt ; for theſe are part 


of their parents; not only as their pa.| 


rents by nature,. but as Chriſtians; and 
were always ſo accounted, as born under 
the Covenant , and in their parents bound 
to the condition thereof : and: fo far az 
they were bouud , fo far they had right 
to the priviledges and promiſes which 
might be ſealed unto them. God did'not 
require any profeſſion or promiſe perſonal 
from them, becauſe they bad not the uſeof 
reaſon : andall the duty for the preſent lay 


upon the parents and the Church, till the 
Infant came to age, and was capable ofin 
ſtruction; for then being taught , t 

were bound in their own perſons. to: make 
their confeſſion , and vow , and ſo own 
their Baptiſm; and this was the end ol 
Confirmation,which isan act performed by 
the Biſhop with impoſition of hands, Gr cer- 
eain words,according toa certainform pre: 
{cribed in the ritual parc of our Liturgy. 
The covenant of Righteouſneſs by Faati 
was ſealed to infants by circumciſion from 
the times of Abrabaw, untill this com- 


miſſion was granted by Jeſus Chriſt, who 
neither by himſelf, nor his Apoſtles excex 
them or exclude them : but of this- {et 
more in my Theopoliticaylib. 2. cap. 1 5. v8 
19, 20. CHAI 
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| CHAP. 7. 
Of touching perſons baptized to obſerve Chriſts 


Commandments. 


Sect. I. 
HE fourth propoſition is, Chriſt com-. 
manded the Apoſtles to teach all per- 
ſons baptized to obſerve whatſoever Chriſt. 
commands them. 

This implies that the parties to be bap- 
ttzed muſt not only profeſs their faith, but 
promiſe obedience to Chriſts commands. 
In the words we may obſerve a two-fold 
-* duty. 1. Of the people, which was the ob= 
ſervation of Chriits commandments. 2. 
Of the Miniſter , who muſt teach the peo+ 
ple to obſerve theſe commandments. In' 
the firſt we have 

I. Chriſts laws and precepts. 

2. The peoples obedience. 

1. Laws are moral acts of a ſuperiour 
power, which bind the parties ſubject to 
obedience, or upon diſobedience to pe: 
nalty. The ſovereign and univerſal Mo- 
nerch is God, who by creation, preſerva- 
tion, and redemption hath a total and abſo- 
lure power over man, and eſpecially inre- 
; try of his piritual capacity as he is _ 
Jocs 


(108) 


ject ordinable to an eternal eſtate :. Aﬀer 
Chriſt was riſen from the dead, God com: 
municates a tranſcendent power unto him, 
eſpecially as redeemer of man : therefore 
as Chriſt had received this glorious power, 
ſo he did exerciſe the ſame by makin 

ſaws, and binding all the ſubjects of his 
ſpiritual and eternal kingdom to the obſer. 
vation of the fame. For theſe laws are 
not only a rule to direct them what to do, 
bur of a binding force; and the obligati: 
on is. ſo ſtrict, that whoſoever ſhall refuſe 
to obey, ſhall be liable to eternal puniſh- 
ments : for thoſe Laws being written in 
the Scripture, are far more excellent then 
any humane decrees and ſtatures ; not only 
becauſe they are the Laws of God, and the 
other of men, but alſo becauſe they are 
made in exact wiſdom, are moſt fitted 
for man, ſo asto direct all acts and opera- 
tions of ſoul and body, bind the conſci- 
ence and immortal fon], promiſe eternal 
rewards,and threaten eternal puniſhments, 
andaree very way ſo perfect,that upon 6- 
bedience eternal peace and happineſs will 
Certainly follow. The ignorance of theſe 
things, and want of conſideration, is the 
cauſe why theſe lawsare (© little regarded, 


i» much neglte:t2d, and diſobeyed,though 


10 
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they ſhall be the rule, according to which 
Chriſt ſhall judge the world , and deter» 
mine of mens final and eternal eſtate. 
Sect. 2. | 
There are divers laws therefore of Chriſt 
asis hereimplyed, and the ſame publiſhed, 
not only by word, but writing, and that 
long ago : and if fo, it's the duty of all, to 
whom theſe laws are made known,eſpeci- 
ally of perſons baptized, to obey theſe ; 
and becauſe this duty concerns us all, and 
that very much, therefore 1 will, firſt, in= 
form you of the duty more particularly, 
that you may know what it js; and ſecond- 
ly, ſir you up unto performance by certain 
reaſons, and motives. This obedience doth 
preſuppoſe our ſubmiſſion unto Chriſt, as 
our ſuperiour Lord , npon our acknow- 
ledgment of his power; and this is the 
condition of admiſſion into his kingdom, 
and is the foundation of all obedience : for 
we may do many things which another 
wills us to do, and yet the doing of them 
s no obedience, becauſe he hath no pow- 
er over us,neither do we acknowledg him 
as our ſuperiour, 

2. As it preſuppoſeth ſubmiſſion to his 
legal power, fo it doth the promulgation 
of his Laws; for where there 1s no law, 
ay 

F 
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as there can be no ſin, ſo there can be no 
obedience. 
3. Theſe Laws muſt be known to usbe. 
fore we can obſerve them-; for the laws of 
Chriſt, as in our underſtanding, and known 
Þy us,are che immediate rule of our obedi. 
ence ; yet when they are ſufficiently pub- 
liſhed, it may be our own fault to be igno- 
rant of them , as through our own negli- 
gence it may ſo come to pals. | 
4. This obedience is properly an act of 
the will of man,freely conforming to the 
will of Chriſt, and is required in the firſt 
Commandment. 
5: The matter of this obedience 1s the 
law and command of God; the proper and 


formal object is Chriſt as our ſupreme Law. 


gIver, | 

6. When the will of Chriſt is orice made 
known unto us, our liberty is ſo far re 
ſtrained, nay altogether taken away in 


. thoſe things that. are commanded, and we. 


muſt have no will of our own, but his will 


muſt be ours: Theſe things obſerved, we 


muſt know, 1. That this obedience muſt 
be yeilded out af love unto our Sovereign, 


yet with humble reverence to his Majeſty,} 


and joyned with a fear tooffend him; and 
the more we love him, the more willngy 
| _— 
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and freely we ſhall obey, andit will beout 
joy and delight to do his Commandments. 
2. This obedience muſt be univerſal ; we 
muſt do whatſoever our Lord hath com- 
manded us; for thongh there may be an in- 
equality of things commarded ; yet there |. 
is the ſame reaſon why we ſhould obey one 
as well as another, the leaſt as well as the 
greateſt, and that is the will and command 
of our Saviour. In this reſpect it's faid, 
that he that offends in one, offends in all; 
becauſe of the contempt of the will of the 
Lawgiver ; we muſt not pick and chuſe to 
do what we pleaſe, obey ſome, and difobey 
other commands; 'we muſt not expect 
from Chriſt any liberty, indulgence, tole- 
4 ration, diſpenſation to tranfgreſs any of 
4 the leaſt of Gods Laws. 3. It muſtbe con- 
ſtant and continued to the end ; for there 
are no daysnor hours of intermiſſion; - we 
muſt always be doing, and we muſt not 
| reſt till we have finiſhed our work, 6 that 
will not be till chis mortal life is ended : we 
4 muſt ferve onr God day and night whilſt 
we have any being. And as God did not 
reſt till he finiſhed'his work of Creation, ſo 
4 we muſt not expect our Sabbath ill we 
have finiſhed the work of our Salvation ; 
our obedience muſt be one line drawn out 


and 


ey 


and continued from the firſt moment of 
our converſion,to the laſt day of our diſſe, 
lation. 4. As we mult be conſtant, ſo we 
muſt be diligent, zealous, active, watchful 
God loves not lazie ſervants, and the work 
1s greatand difficult, and we meet with mas 
ny enemies , much oppoſition, and mul 
wreſtle with many difhculties , which ar 
the greater, becauſe of the Devil and the 
World without, and the Relicks of corrup. 
tion Within us. Therefore our Chriſta 
life is a race, and a, continual warfare; 
therefore we-muſt not only. put on th 
complete armour of God, but we. mul 


ſtrive, and fight, and put forth all our pow 
er,and never think of. reſt till we haveob 
cained a final and ful victory : And though 
we cannot reach, yet we muſtaim x Y 
perfection of Angels, according to tl 

prayer, Thy will be. done on Earth, asiti 
done in Heaven ; thatjs, by thoſe immort 
bleſſed ſpirits, who never ſinned, but do-bi 
Cormmandments, hearkning to the voi 
of his word. F. Yer we muſt know tha 
of our ſelves we are frail, weak, and witks 


out Chriſt we can do nothing, and cand 
all things through Chriſt who ſtrength 


4 th 
ſtrengthen us within , and by this Spit y 


neth us. Chriſt muſt give us his Spirit 


ſu ppol 


di 
» 0 


(13) 


] ſupport us and aſſiſt us without.- There- 
| fore muſt continually - pray,- that aCccor- 
| ding to his promiſe he would put his Laws 


in our inward parts, and write them in our 
hearts; and to do this more and more 
according to his promiſe, ' we muſt not 
preſume - upon our ſtrength, but always 
humbly” depend upon him who workerh 
both the will and deed of his good plea. 
ſire. If he but a little deſert ns, and with- 
draw his hand; how ſuddenly may David 
and St.Peter fall and ſin grievouſly ? 6. Yet 
though we may tranſgreſs, and ſometimes 
fall grievouſly, yet we muſt not deſpair nor 
be ſecure, but preſently renew our repen- 
tance,return untoGod,6& muſterupall our 
power, and fight, and work, and ſtrive a- 
pain, and this with the greater force and 
power. And this'is our comfort, we are 
not under the Law of "Works, which requi- 
reth perfect & perpetual obedience; or elſe 
threatneth certain and unavoidable death 
and deſtruction ;-btt under Grace, which 
miniſtreth power, and when we fall, upon 
our repentance promiſeth pardon Gt life ; 


4 ane Chrift will plead our Cauſe & procure 


4 our Peace. From all this it doth appear 
, that baptized Chriſtians muſt not be Soli- 
A fdians, much leſs Antomonians, and Laws 


| leſs: 
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les ; we-mufthe layatand obedient, and 
not live like baſe earthly worldlings,-.by 
like Citizens of Heaven, for wp LDIS-COls 
dition we are admitted Subjects of anhex 
venly Kingdom. Thus we underſtand. thy 


our duty is-to ſubmit te Chriſt our Law 


giver, know his Laws, .xemember them 


obſerve th em all out-of Faith,Love, Feax, 
with all our-hearts, carefully, conſtantly, 
depending always upon Our Saviour, and 
renewing. our repentance daily. - For thy 
obedience: muſt be univerſal, perpetual 
ſincere, free,. and we muſt obey not anly 
in doing good, but ſufteringevil, if wels 
Put unto 1t.-. | 
Sect. .3..- 
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By this time-we know what our duty 
mow follows. the reaſons why we ſhoull 
perform it ; And .leſt any:man ſhould k 
diſcourag'd with the difficulty of the work 
or think it, impeſlible, I muſt firſt pron 
that it may be done, It was a famous que 
ſition of old, Whether-it be poſſible by Gra 
zo obſerve and fulfil all the Command, 
of God? And it hath been determins 
in the affirmative, that by Grace it is pc 
ſible; for what cannot Grace do ? P« 
faith, I can ds all things. A Chriſtian hath 
kind of Omnipotency in things necella 


- 


— oy” 


py By 


Pp, © p<, AM 4 =» AA -< $5 


_ ww 


= a wa it a0 EZ A © 


to Salyation, and may truly fay,That theſe 
things -which are impoſſible with 'men , are 
poſſible with God; andif God be for us, who 
can be againſt us ? It's true, thatto deny our 
ſelves, to ſubdue our native and deeply- 
rooted corraptions, and our fins confirm'd 
by cuſtom, to bear the , heavy burthen of 


. the Croſs, and ſuffer reproaches and bitter 


afflictions and perſecutions for Chriſt's ſake; 
to forſake all,and hate Father, Mother,dear- 
eſt relations, and life 1t ſelf, to offer an Tſaac, 
to rejoyce in the, midſt of fiery trials, are 
very. difficult things, and far. above the 
power of nature, and ſo indeed they are. 
Yet there isa divine power in Faith, where- 
by all this may. be done, and_ hath been 
through the aſliſtance of Chriſt : And there- 
fore let none of, us, deſpair, but let us be 
allured; that whilſt Chriſt ics at the righc 
hand of God, ,and his holy Spirit abideth 
in the Church, we ſhall be enabled to re- 
move Mountains, ſubdue Sin, and conquer 
Satan, the great enemy of our Salvation. 
Chriſt, did neyer..intend to bind us to 
impoſlibilities ; what we cannot do of our 
ſelves, he will enable us to do ; neither did 
he ever, require , that we ſhould obſerve 
whatſoever he hath commanded us. by our 
own ſtrength; butas he hath meritedGrace 
| MS 5 | Mt x17 and 
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4nd Power for us by his Death, ſo he wi 
give it us by his ReſurreCtion ; and tha 
ſuch things as are grievous to fleſh and £63 
blood, ſhall be ſweet and delightſomj 0 
- anCtified ſouls. This being poſlible, lf Fo! 
u®conſider the reaſons. ; | us. 

i. Wenot only by God's command, buf YP« 
alſo by our promiſe ſo ſolemnly confirm dut 
ed by Baptiſm, are bound to obſerve thefſ £3d 
commandments: A loyal Subject will obg hol) 
his Sovereigns command, and will remen| 90n 
ber his Oath of Allegiance and Fidelity} "8 
and an. honeſt man will be as good as if 40d 
word and promiſe made unto man ; anl Not 
ſhall not we obey our Saviour's Laws,wri| 2 © 
ten and confirmed with his own -blood!f 9 
ſhall we promiſe,and promiſe unto him,anlf . 3 
not perform? ſhall we not only be difobs} 91 
dient, but perfidious too, and violate ouf © 


facred bonds? This will make our ſins mdf Pf 
heinous, and our puniſhment moſt gri [tra 
vous.  O therefore let us remember onf *4 
Baptiſm, and folemn Vows, and pron and 
faithful unto God and our Saviour-Jely 
Chriſt, and do his Commandments, at and 
never ſuffer our Baptiſm to be brought? U 
a witneſs againſt usin the great day ofa x bes 
final Trial and Account. ns 

2, Let us conſider the nature and qual a 
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| ties of theſe Commandments, for there are 
\| no penal Statutes impoſed by an arbitrary 
| Power, intending to oppreſs us and undo 
us. . There is no injuſtice can be charged 
upon them ; they are no ways defeCtive, 
| but perfect every way, in reſpect of the 
4 end for which they were given ; they are 
| holy, juſt, and good, Laws of Equity, Wiſ- 
4 dom, and given out of deareſt love,direct- 
| ing us to Heaven and everlaſting happineſs, 
| and in keeping them there is great content: 
| Nothing is ſo grievous to God's Saints as 
| to tranigreſs them, and to keep them is the 
| joy and delight of their hearts. 
| 3. The reward which Chriſt doth pro- 
4 miſe 1s-excellent, and far greater than man 
| could expect or hopefor ; rich prizes, high 
| preferments, glorious rewards, work 
| itrangely upon the hearts of mortal men, 
and cauſe them to venture life and limb, 
| and many. times Soul and all ; yet if any 
4 man could gainthe Kingdom of theWorld, 
4 and all the Glory thereof, yet this is nothing 
to the reward of this obedience ; the leaft 
work of obedience ſhall be rewarded, a 
cup of cold water ſhall not be forgotten ; 
gand this reward is certain, moſt certain, as 
;4depending upon the promiſe of an Almigh- 
Fy Lord, who cando what he will, and wilt 
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much, yet love ſhould even conſtran us, 
and we ſhould have no. power to reliſt i, 
Chriſt loved us, and gave himſelf for ts 
and greater loye, greater gifts there canni 
be. Therefore let us conſider whoſe cow 
mandments theſe are, which we muſt oþ 
ſerve. Are they not_ the commands 
Chriſt. our deareſt Saviour, who hath rt 
deemed us with his precious blood, is ti 
Propitiation for our ſins, and pleads I 
blood for us in Heayen ? and ſhall he lor 
us ſo much, and ſhall not we love him 
gain ? Olet us love him, love him ſo mi 
as nothing more ; and if we love him, * 
will keep his. Commandments ; and it 
more we love him, the more obedient 
ſhall be, to the laying down of our fv 
Though, we love him much, yet he for 
us more ; and though we ſhould perfor 
the obedience of Angels, yet we C: 
ou Te EIT efore that We 
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do what he. hath promiſed : and the' tir 
will not belong before it ſhall be rendie 
and received; For be that ſhall come,will com, 
&nd will not tarry; and it ſhall be eternal 
and eternally enjoyed; and let all thoſe 
who are obedient rejoyce and be exceeding 
glad, for great is their reward in Heaven, 

4. Yet if reward ſhould not move us 
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, | fo folemnly” engaged our fetves by our Ba- 


to this obedience, the 'Laws are fo 


7 juſt, and tending effeCtually to:our eternal 


good”: the reward which-God'hath pro- 
miſed is ſo glorious, and it is our Saviour 
who loved us fo much who commands us ; 

therefore let us be obedient in all things to 
the end,' and let this be our great buſineſs. 


Set. 4. | 

The ſecond' part ' of the Propoſition is 
concerning the Miniſters duty, which is to 
teach the perſons baptized to do whatſoever 
Chriſt hath commanded them. In this we 
maſt conſider, 

I. The perſons teaching. 

2. The perſons co be taught. 

3. The act and work of teaching: 

4. The matter to be taught , or the 
heads of the Doctrine. 

Firſt, The perſons teaching are firſt the 
Apoſtles, andafter them their -ſacceffors, 
whoſe duty is not only to diſciple the Na- 
tions, and baptize them, bur alſo to-inform 
them of the Laws of Chriſt ; for they muſt 
not only begin the work - of Grace, but 
muſt go or-and finiſh : they muſt not on- 
ly lay the foundation, but build on, and 
conſurnmate the work. The buſineſs of 
I4 Paſtors 
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Paſtors and Teachers is not only to bring 


men to theamity of Faith, but to perſons 


on in Chriſt. 

Seconly; The perſons to be taught, are 
ſuch as having profetled their Faith, and 
premiſedobedience;were baptized already, 
and ſo admitted into. the Church. The 
former teaching reſpected them as out of 
the Church, and tended to prepare them 
for Baptiſm and Admiſſion. This latter 
conſidersthem as inthe Church, and tends 
to the further edification, The end of the 
former was regeneration and converſion; 
and the end of the latter, is ſpiritual nutr- 
tion and confirmation. For the ſubject df 
thisteaching are ſuch as as had promiſed, 
but as yet not performed obedience ; ſuch 
as were but babes and children, whoſe con- 
dition required a tender and continual care 
in their teachers. And though they know 
ſome of the Commandments by a genetal 
andimperfect knowledge, yet they had not 
1o clear and diſtin& knowledge of many of 
them in particular, and did need not only 
inſtruction, but exhortation. 

3. Therefore this teaching was not a bare 
inſtruction for to inform their underſtand- 
ding, bur alſo exhortation to ſtir. them up 
Abgently, conſtantly, and zealonfly to ob- 


ſerve 
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ſerve the Commandments made known 


. unta them : and beſides, with exhortation 


fometimes muſt be ſome admonition and 
reproof, with direttions in particular caſes. 
Firſt, knowledge was necellary ; | for how 
can' they obey, . when they know not the - 
particular commands to be obey*d? and 
to what purpoſe is knowledge, though ne-, 
ver ſo clear and diſtinct, if they do them 
not ? When our Saviour had given his Apo- 
ſtles a commandment, and improved it 
by bis own example, he adds, If you know 
theſe things, bleſſed are ye if ye do them, Fobs 
13.17, 90 that it's plain,that the end of this 
teaChing is the doing and obſervation of 
Chriſt's Commandments ; and therefore as 
they muſt repreſent them clrarly to their 
underſtanding, ſo they nwuſt preſs the 0+ 
bedience upon the ſtrongeſt motives, and 
let them know, that though their know- 
ledge ſhould be ſufficient, and they ſhould 
bave- perfect direftions, yet without the: 
continual ſupply of God's Grace they will 
not be able to perform any thing ; and' 
from all this we may obſerve, that profel- 
lon and knowledge will not be ſufficient 
to Salvation. his is the reaton why the A»- 
Poſtles do labour ſo much,not on)y to con- 
frm their Diſciples and Converts, bur altp 

| exnart: 
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exhort them to obedience : profeſſivnand 
practice muſt go hand in hand, and never 
part afſunder : profeſſion and knowledge 
without obedience is but hypocriſie, an 
outward form and ſhadow of Chriſtianity 
without the ſonl and power ; but where 
obedience accompanies profeſſion, it will 
bean evidence of the ſincerity of their 
Faith, and of their happy condition, that 
they are palled from death to life. 


4. The principal thing in this Propoſiti 
on 1s the matter of this teaching, and that 
15 the obſervation of all Chriſt's Command. 
ments. The matter of the former DoCttine 
was, Truths to be believed and profeſſed ; the 
matrer of this latter is, Commandments 
be known and obeyed. 2. Theſe Command- 
ments mn{t not be the Traditions, Super: 
ſticions, and inventions of men; nor the 
Laws and Edits of Temporal Princes, but 
they muſt be the Commandments 0 
Chriſt. 3. They muſt be all the Com 
mandments of Chriſt, whatſoever Chrilt} 
had commanded his Apoſtles. 4 As theſe, 
and as thefe alone, andall theſe, muſt be 


tt 


tt 


taughe, fo they muſt be. taughtand repre 
{ned unto them as' to be obſerved, and 
mar freely, conſtantly, and with deligt 


er 


ge 
an 
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out of love unto their deareſt: Saviour. If: 
they teach any other Commandments but 
theſe, the knowledg of them will be in vain 's 
if they teach ſome and not all, their know- 
re | dg will be imperfect : if they reach all 


theſe, ſo thattheir knowledg ſhould be per<: 
ſect, and yer not efteCtually ſtir themup ro 


: obedience, their knowledg will be in vain + 


if they exhort them to obſerve ſome, and 
not all, their obedience will be ſhort, and 
not reach the end for which theſe Laws 
and Commandments were given. 


SECt. F. 

But becauſe many may be 1gnorant oh 
theſe Laws, I will 

x. Premiſe ſome general obſervatioras, 

2, Note ſome places of Scripture where: 
the morals are contracted. 

3. Shew how Love is the perform ance: 
and fulfilling of them all. 

4. Deliver the Doctrine of the Erxcha- 
rift. 

5. Reduce the matter of theſe Con» 
mandments into the form of a vow. | 

I. The obſervations are theſe. 

I. That the Commandments of Chriſt 
are either moral, as the precepts, and che 
. prohibitions of the moral Law ; or Cremo- 
. Nd] 
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'nial, as the two Sacraments of Baptiſin 
and the Euchariſt, which we call the Com: 
munion of the Lords Supper. 

2. That the morals are to be underſtood 
Evangelically, in which reſpect they ad- 
mit of divers additions, whereby they dif. 
fer much from the morals as given to Adam 
in innocency, or to 1/rael in the Wilder. 

neſs ; for they were given to Adam by God 
as Creator, to Iſrael by God as chooſing 
them, and bringing them out of Egypr ; but 
'they are given in the Goſpel, eſpecially 
ſince the exhibition of Chriſt by God, as 
[redeeming us by Chriit already come; 
|therefore called Chrif's Commandments : 
land ſo obedience in them muſt be perfor. 
;m2d unto God, not only as Creator, but 
as Redeemer. i 

2. Ihe blood of Chriſt's death made the 
tranſgreſſions againſt theſe morals pardo- 
nable, and the puniſhment due unto the 
traiſgreliors avoidable upon certain terms; 
(but according to tie Covenant made with 
Jſrael, and the Law of Works, neither was 
tranſgreſſion once pait remiſſible, nor the 
puniſhment poſlible to be avoided. 


4- According to the Law and Covenant 
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bedience, was the only condition of life - 
according to the Goſpel, Faith in Chriſt 19+ 
the condition ; ſo that though the ſins 'of 
man againſt this Law may . be many & het+ 
nous, yet upon Faith in Chriſt they arenotz 
only pardonable, but ſhall be pardoned. ' 

5. Obedience to this Law wasto be per- 
form'd by Adam, according to that ſuffi- 
cient power Which he had received in his 
creation, and loſt by his tranſgreſſion; buv 
obedience of Believers is performed ac- 
cording to the power of the Spirit, reſtc 
red in regeneration. 

6. Tho! our obedience under the Goſpel 
be imperfect, and therefore by it we carinot 
be juſtified, yer it's accepred-of God, and 
rewarded ugon the account of Chriſt's Me-. 
rit and Interceſſion. 

7. We are ſtriftly bound under the Go- 
ſpel unto theſe morals ; and therefore the 
ſincere and conſtant obedience unto them 
is ſo much urged and profelied by Chniſt 
and his Apoſtles in the New Teſtament. 
For Chriſt died not to free us from obedi- 
ence to theſe Laws, but to ſanCtifie us that 
we may keep them better; and that upon 
our tranſgreſſions we ſhould renew our 
Repentance and Faith. 

8. Though theſe moral Laws are more 
at 


_ by Meſes, the Prophets, rhe Evangeliſt 
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at large expreſſed and made known und, 


bor in the Old and New Teſtament ; ye # 
in many places they are contradted i In 
few words, and reduced to.a few heads, | 4 
Sect. 6. 1% 
Theſe things premiſed, I will in the 6} # 
cond place obſerve ſome places where th Ju 
are contracted, 1, We are-informed tha 
in the Decalogue publiſhed upon Moy w 
Sina, all-moral Duties are reduced to to 
words, or heads, and that in an excelle 
method and manner. And indeed up 


Jue conſideration it will appear thatt Ne 
Nodel of the Law was from God, asbe a 
ar above the wiſdom of men and Ange 
2: Becauſe every Commandment hath 
7 egative and an affirmative conſideratiy #4 
nd 'conſiſts. of a Precept. requiring golj #01 
nd a prohibition of the contrary en *V 
erefore we find this moral Law contf 7! 
ed divers times to two Heads; the ; 1 


ewing of evil, and doing good, P/al. 
. J/a.x. 16,17. 3. Becauſe thar may *" \ 
tom this Law is given, bath relation} "%r 
d and man his Neighbour ; rherel and 
Whole 1s-reduced to two parts, ti ey 1 
* duty towar 1s God. 2. Our duty tou at 


Neighbour ; - therefore the whole b - 
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bf the Law is reduced to theſe two heads, - 
according to that of the Prophet:- He bath 

wed thee, O man, what is good ; and what 
doth-'the Lord require of thee, but to do 


jufly, and love mercy, and to walk bumbly 
wh thy God ? Micah 6. 8.. Where to do - 


juſtly and love mercy, is our whole duty 


tl tO-Man; to walk humbly with God, is oar 


whole duty to God. 4. But that contra- 
ction of the,-whole to one head, which is 
Love, is moſt excellent ; yet this Love is 
two-fold. 1. The Lowe of God. 2. Of our 
Neighbour. For our bletied Saviour deter- 


af mined the firſt and- great Commandment 
& Io be the Love of the Lord our God ;'and 


1 
C 


the ſecond, which is like unto it, 1s za 


id love our Neighbour --as our ſelves. Yet, 


{ though this latter be like unto, yetit's nor 
4 £qual with the firſt ; for there is ſo great 
& an inequality between the love we owe to 
{| God,-and that which we owe unto man, 


that if the love of man come in comperiti- 
on with our loye to God, ſo that they can- 
not conſiſt together, we muſt hate Father, 


d and Mother, and neareſt Relations, for 
| Chriſt's ſake, Our Saviour further adds, 


that wpors theſe two Commandments hang the 
Law and the Prophets ; that is, all the mo- 
ral Duties mentiored in the Law and rhe 
Prophets 
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Prophets are comprized in theſe” tio;Þ1 
Mat. 22. 37, 38, 39, 4o. The Apoſtle 4 
tells ns, that love is the fulfilling of the Law, 


Rom. 13. 10. that is, of the ſecond Table. 
5. Becauſe man is indebted to-himſelf, 
to his Neighbour, to his God, therefore 
ſome- think © the Law -1s contracted i in-the 
words of the Goſpel, which teacheth us to 


tre ſoberly in reſpect of our ſelves, righte. 


ouſly towards mat), and godly towards God, 
T2. £2. 

6. The Divine Apoſtle 8 Diſciple whit 
Chriſt loved, comprehends all in two 
Commatidments, Faith and Love, ſaying, 
And this 1s his Commandment, That we bt- 
Lieve in the name of his Son Teſus Chriſh 
and that-we love one another, as he hath com 
manded us, 1 fohn 3. 23 

7. Andhere we Duſt? obſerve, that' pi 
hibitions, reproofs, threatnings, examples 
exhortations ; | deliortations , promiſes, 
denunriations, and executions of ' Judp- 
ments belong, andare to be referred to the 
Law of God. 

8. Repenuance, Faith in Chriſt, Self-de- 
nial, bearing Chriſt's Groſs, are duties not 
naturally, bur ſupernaturally moral, and 
may be reduced to the firſt Commandment 
Evangelically underſtood. Repentance, 
as 


_ 
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& it hath God Creator and Governour in 


” teneral for It's object ; faith as itisan aſſent 


to God as the firſt truth, revealing his 
mind to man, or a reliance upon him as 
promiſing ſome thing to men; Self-denial 
and bearing the Croſs, as they are a total 
reſignation of our ſelves unto the will of 
God made known unto us: I fay, all theſe 
in this ſenſe are naturally moral. But con- 
ſider theſe as terminated upon God as Re- 
deemer in Chriſt, either promiſed or exhi- 
bited; and as conditions upon which the 
dlvation of ſinful man depends by divine 
Ordination, they are not only naturally, 
put ſupernaturally moral. 

9. When the Commandments of God 
are contracted and reduced to the love of 
God and our Neighbour, we muſt ander- 
ſand that the fove of God, or the love we 
owe to God is not only antecedent,and the 
firſt in order of nacure , but alſo of digni- 
ty,& far higher & greater then the love of 
our Neighbour, or which is due unto our 
Neighbour : For we muſt love God with 
all our heart, ſoul, mind, might + and fo 
we muſt lovenothing elſe. God is wor- 
thy of infinite love, and therefore he loves 
lumſelf infinitely ; yer- he requires not in 
theſe words an infinite love from us who 


I are 


(130) 
are infinite, yet we muſt love lum more thei? 
any other thing, yea far more;we muſt love 
tim with the higheſt degree of love char 
Poſlibly we can , and ſhould be willing if 
we could to love him infinitely ; we may 
exceed. in. loving our ſelyes or any other 
thing; in loving God we cannot; they that 
love him molt, love him far leſs then he 
deſerves. To love God with the whole 
heart is not only to love God ſincerely and 
truly,. but to love him ſo as that his loye 
may take up, and fill the whole heart; & 
this is to love God as God;& if the whale 
Heart be wholly taken up with this loye, 


then. all the powers and faculties of ſoul | 


and body goalong with the heart, andare 
taken up with it. Therefore theſe words, 
all the Soul, Mind, Strength, .are added to 
that of the whole heart, to ſignife the great 
meaſure of this divine love. | 

Io. The love of our Neighbour as out 
ſelves. pre-requireth the love of God : for 
if we do not love God firſt, we can neither 
love our ſelves or our Neighbour aright. 
For our love of God muſt meaſure and 
qualihe both the love of our ſelves and 
our Neighbours, and render it acceptable 
ro God. 


IF, This loye of God preſuppoſeth our 
| knowledge 


PROSE  ; Fo. | 
'| knowledge of God both' as excellent and 
' [amiable in. himſelf, and as good and loving, 
* | ro us, eſpecially in Chriſt ; and therefore 
bme ads of faith in Chriſt muſt go before. 
* | this loye of God as God, and our God Re-. 
' | deemer and Sanftifier, And as it preſupo- 
| Hh knowledge, and in us Chriſtians faith. 
in Chriſt already come, ſo it vertually in- 
| dudes all ſubſequent duties and atts of 05, 
bedience. 
, Sect. 7. | 

'| Therefore after 1. The general obſer- 
| rations premiſed, arid 2. This diſcourſe 
upon rhe ſeveral abridgments of the moral 
| Law, I will in the third place manifeſt thar 
| bve is the fulfilling of the Law. | 

1. The loye of God is againſt all A- 
theiſm, Idolatry, Apoſtaſie ; renouncerte 
| all confidence in any other thing, and wilt 
take God alone to be our God, who crea-- 
ted us, preſerveth, redeemeth, ſanctifierts 
us unto everlaſting life , and will lerve 
him, fear him, truſt in him, be loyal 
*| and obedient unto him in the higheſt de- 
| gree,and will give all praiſe,glory,honour, 
and power to him* as the only ſupreme 
Lord. 

2. This love will not make any image or 

likeneſs of any thing viſible or ſenſible co 
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repreſent him, nor cauſe any ſuch thing to 
be tnade for that end ; neither will a- 
ſcribe any divine power | or fanCtifying 
vertue unto afy ſuch thing ; nor makeita 
Ggn of Gods ſpecial preſence, nor worſhip 
or ſerve it, -or ſerve God by it. It Will re. 
ject all traditions of men and all ſuperſtiti- 
on in Religions Worſhip, and will faithfuf. 
ly obſerve the inſtitutions of God in Di- 
vine Service: | 

3. This love will not ſwear falſly or 
vainly,to the diſhonour of God*and Chriſt 
our Saviour. It will be careful to ſwear 
the truth. It will not prophane or poR 
Inte the name of God in the performance 
of his ſetvice , but will worſhip Godand 
perform all religious dnties with humility 
and reverence, ſo that Godin them may 
be glorified. * 

_ 4. This Tove will not prophane the times 
determined and hallowed by God for hu 
more ſolemn worſhip, and will lay aſide 
ar thdſe times, notonly all ſinful,but all e- 
cular imployments; and will apply it i 
publick and private, to the performance df 
holy and heavenly dugies. It will obſerve 
the firſt day of the week'in acknowledge 
ment of Chriſts Reſurrection, and the C0- 


ming down of the Holy Ghoſt, and by thi 
OD 
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; obſervation ſignihe our belief of the abolit!- 


on of the Law,the taking down of the par- 
tition wall, & the uniting of Jew & Gentile 
in one body Chriſtian ; neither will love ſo 
confine it ſelf to one day in ſeven as not to 
obſerve thoſe ſtanding occaſional. times of 
humiliation or thankſgiving appointed by 
Authority both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil for 
the publick ſervice and ſolemn Worſhip of 
God. | 

5. If we love God, we will love our 
ſelves in "God ; and as our ſelyes our 
Neighbours, and that not only. our Ac+ 
quaintance , Friends, near Relations, bur 
Strangers, Enemies eſpecially the Chil- 
dren of God ; and will do as we would be 
done unto. This: love will honour, obey, 


and'ſubmit unto all our Superiors ; whe- 
ther in Family, or State,or Church, accor: 


ding to their places, and will not diſho- 
nour, diſobey, or any ways as ſuch, dif 
reſpeCt them...  _ 1% 

6. This love will not give way to An- 
ger, malice, envy, implacable revenge, or 


any ſuch violent. and deſtructive paſlion, 


which tends to the endangering of limb or 
life : but” it will account the. life of our 
neighbour very precious, and will uſe all 
means to preſerve it, and to liye-in peace, 
concorg, and ſafety. 7. This 
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of; it will endeavour. chaſtity no tyn 


ſpirit, and uſe all means co preferve it. 

8. this love will not by any frand or 
force take away or detain the goods ofhis 
neighbour our of coverouſheſs, or any 0- 
ther iniquity, but will be careful ro givee- 
very one their own ; arid*fo not only be 
Juſt , but alſo merciful, and liberal when 
Godrequites it. 

9. This love will not bear falſe witneſs 
againſt his Neighbour , though his Enemy, 
nor any way ſeek to hinder or pervert jult 
judgment, - but will defire and uſe their 
beſt means to right his Noighbour , and 
to promote Juſtice inall judicial proceed- 
ing. 

Io. This T6ve will not covet any thing 
that is his Neighbours; though he want It 
himſelf, will not envy bis proſperity, "my 
not rejoyce in the miſery of an enemy ; 
will ſeek the goodof every one, rejoy mY 
their happineſs,look upon every one, eſpe- 
cally a godly man, as his brother. 


This love of God and our neighbour will 


deſire, endeayour, and intend the obſer- 
vation of all theſe commardments from 


the | 
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the heart and ſoul, & that in obedience to 
Jeſus Chrift, who loved us, and gave him- 
lf for us : it will repent and grieve for 
difbbedience, and ſpeedily return ſincerely 
toGod Redeemer, ſeek for pardon in the 
name ,of Chriſt, and pray for the Spirit of 
fanctification to renew us more and more. 


Sect. 8. 

In the next place after theſe natural and 
ſupernatural morals,follow the ceremonials 
of the New Teſtament, which are Baptiſm 
and the Lords Supper. Of Baptiſm I have 
ſpoken at large ; it remains therefore that 
| further add ſomething concerning the 
Euchariſt, which is a Sacrament of the New 
Teſtament, as Baptiſm 1s, and follows it, 
becauſe as that is a Sacrament of our initi- 
ation and regeneration, ſo this is of our 
continuance in Chriſt and the Church, and 
of our ſpiritual nouriſhment and increaſe. 
In this, as in Baptiſm, we may obſerve, 

1. The Elements, or Signs. 

2. The Actions. 

3. Lhe Wards. | 

In Baptiſm the ſenſible Sign and Element 
was ſingle, and only one, which wasWater; 
but in this Sacrament we have two. 

I. Bread. - 2. Wine, 
R 4 Both 


——— 
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Both theſe preſuppoſing life in them wh 
uſe them, are great bleſlings of God, given 
to continue and preſerve the ſame, and 
Were ſingled out and determined by Chriſt 
to be uſed in this Sacrament to ſignihe the 
ſpiritual food and repaſt of our ſouls ; and 
by theſe two in his heavenly diſcourſe con- 


cerning the meat that periſheth not, but en: | / 


_ dureth to everlaſting life, did repreſent un- 
to his hearers the food of life, which came 
down from Heaven,whereby ſinful men live 
for ever. Bread did ſignitie his Fleſh and 
Body which he gave and offered for the 
life of the world, and Wine did ſignihe his 


Blood: And as Bread inuſt be eaten, and| ' 


Wine muſt be drank, that we may live 
thereby, ſo by a divine Faith we mult eat 
his Fleſh, and drink his Blood, that we may 
tive for ever. In this reſpect this Sacr- 
ment agrees with the. Euchariſtical Off 
Tings, and Sacrificial Feaſts, wherein the 
Sacrifice was firſt ſlain and offered to God, 
and then part of it given to men to eat and 
drink before God in his Sanctuary. Chrils 


DE 3 6 wy: 


Body was the Sacrifice, and was Crucifec 
ſlain, and offered upon the Croſs; and 
this Sacrament given and received for ollt 
ſpiritual food. The Bread and Wine fign 


he his Body ; the breaking of the Bread, 
_ pourinf 


| the better diſtribution, bur alſo to fignitie 


—— F- 
pouring out theWine,ſfignifie his Death and 
Sacrifice : the eating of this Bread, and the 
drinking of this Wine, the participation of 
thoſe ſpiritual and heavenly Bleſſings 


which he merited by his Sacrifice, Death, 
and Paſſion. | | 


2. The Actions are, according to ſome, 
_  Conſecration, | O 
Diſtribution, . 
Participation ; 
Yet may be reduced to two-: the 
1. Of Adminiſtration, the 
2. Of Participation. 


” The Adminiſtration, which in this Com- 


miſſion 1s'proper to the Miniſter of the Ga- 
ſpel, is performed in 
Conſecrating, or bleſſing, 
Breaking, and pouring out. 
Diſtribution. 
The Participation is 
Taking, 
Eating, 
Drinking. 
1. The Conſecration is by word and 
prayer, thankſgiving, and petition. 
2. The breaking of the Bread, & pouring 
out of the Wine, do ſerve nor only for 


the 
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-the Death and:Sacrifice of Chriſt, offeringlj 
himſelf for our-ſins. Imz 
_ .3. The diſtribution it ſelf puts ns jn[the 
mind of God's. giving us the, benefit of hyl fig 
paſſion unto.qur eternal Salvation ; fora] hrc 
in death he was given for us, ſo in this $a 3.” 
crament he 1s given unto us. fig 
.- 4. The, taking, eating, drinking, ſignifies] to. 
our receiving by Faith, firſt of Chriſt hiny] end 
ſelf, then of all his benefits. the 
5.The wordsareſuch as our Saviour uſed] the 
at the firſt Inſtitution and Adminiſtration] - . 
- of this Sacrament inthe diſtribution of the] - - 
Bread and the Cup. 
7. The words, uſed in giving the Bread 
are, Take, eat, this is my b:dy, given, brokif 
for you; do this in remembrance of me. | 
them we may obſerve, 1. The body d 
Chriſt. 2. Theoftering of this body. 3. Ihe 
giving of it unto Communicants. 
1. The body of Chriſt was the Sacrifice 
or thing to be ſacrificed. 
. 2. Thegiving and breaking this for us] .me 
' ignifies the offering of this Sacrifice unto} on 
God for to expiate the ſins of man. 


rr 
F 


- - 3. The commanding of man to take, &v} Ih 
ſignifies God's promiſe, and readinels for tof , PT 
give Chrift ſacrificed with all his benefits of 


commanding, and by command binding} $u: 


LIAL 
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ng}manto take ; Thisis the myſtical & hidder 
[matter of this part of the Sacrament. In 
inſthe oueward ſenſible matter is x. Bread, to 
fignifie the body of Chriſt. 2. This Bread 
ai] broken, to ſignifie the offtering ofthis body. 
| 3. The taking ang eating of this Bread, to 
henifie the receiving of Chriſt facrificed i in- 

&| to aur hearts byFaith. 4. The manner and 
n+] end of this receiving, which is expreſled in 
the words, Do this in remembrance of me, In 
| cheſe words we have 
nl] - 1. The Death and Paſſion of Chriſt. 
he] - 2. The Covenant. 

3. The ſealing and confirmation of the 
(| Covenant. 
n 
of 
'y 


F x. The Death of Chriſt, and the Redem- 
ption by this death, is expreſſed. i in theſe 
words, My body given, broken for you. 2.The 
Covenant, which conſiſts of a Promiſe & a 
Precept : The promiſe is implyed in the 
vf Words, 7 ake, cat, this 1s my body ; the pre- 
cept ex preſled i in theſe words, Da this inre- 
pf membrance of me. To take and eatisanacti- 
oj on of the body ; to takeand eat in remem- 
brance.of Chriſt, is an ation of the ſoul : 
x The promiſe offers remiſſion of fi 0, the 
.precept requires Faith and remembrance 
of -Chriſt's Death, the principal object of 
q this Faith, 3. The Covenant 1s ſcaled. and 
| Coll 
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confirmed on Gods part of giving thiho 
bread upon condition of remembrance ofri 
Chriſts death ; or mans part by taking anon 
eating in remembrance of Chriſt : {> thatand 
the bread bleſſed, broken, given, taken. : 
eaten in remembrance of Chriſt, is a ſignecru 
and a ſeal. | | Ithe 

2. The 'words uſed in giving the Cup] ev 
are, This cup is the New Teſtament in my Th 
blood;this Jo,as often as ye drink it, in remen-| of 
brance of me ; Thus Luke and Paul ; Drink] in 
ye all of it, for this is my blood of the New Te| ad 
ſtament, which is ſhed for the remilſion of the te 
ſins of many, Thus Matthew ; where we fo 
have many things obſervable, and amongt] fot 


others theſe. p 1 ye 
x. The blood of Chriſt ſhed. |&d 
2. The remillion of ſins. fot 

3. The New Teſtament: 
4. The Cup. W! 
5. The drinking of it in remembrance it! 
of Chriſt. | m 
1, The Blood of Chriſt ſhed, and tif] to 
Body of Chriſt broken and given, are no| u} 
ching elſe but the Death of Chriſt, which] cc 
he ſuffered upon the Croſs for the explath Þ: 
on of onr fins, whereby Gods juſtice way n: 
fatisfhed, his wrath appeaſed,fin made juſt > 
| & 


ly pardonable, and man fayable. This 
Y G. ſpo - 
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th potted blood of Chriſt the: great High 
* affrieſt, was of infinite value, the great ran- 
andfome whereby heaven gates were opened, 
tatland eternal life merited. 
ken}. 2. The end of this blood ſhed, and this 
ore cruel, curſed, and ignominous death was 
|the. actual remiſſion of the fins of many ; 
up even of all ſuch.as ſhould believe in him. 
mj[ The ſhedding of this pureſt blood accepted 
em} of God, made fin pardonable ; the belief 
il in this blood-ſhed and accepted, obtains 
Te| attual remiſſion... For Ged was ſo juſt that 
th] be would not pardon any fin without efiu- 
wel ſion of this blood, and yet fo merciful,that 


pt] for an inconſideration_ of the ſame belie- 


redon by guilty mar-on Earth,and plead- 
ed by Chriſt in heaven, he will fully and 
for ever pardon fin,and juſtifie the guilty. 

3. The Teſtament is the Covenant , 
which is ſo called, becauſe in ſome reſpect 
a it's like a Teſtament which is confirmed and 
made effeftual by the death of the Teſta- 
he} tour; ſo the Covenant being grounded 
0 upon the death of Chriſt, whereby he be- 
aj came mediatour of the ſame, is confirmed 
H by the blood and death of Chriſt , and is 
x made eternally effeCtual : It's called the 
Hf New Teſtament or Covenant , to diſtin: 
| guſh it from the Old, which was alſo con- 
fhraed 
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firmed with blood, Exod. 24. And is a C6: 
venant not of works and ſtrict juſtice, bttr's ; 


faith and Gods mercy ; and its faid to Ye 


the New Covenant in this blood, becauf 
confirmed by this blood, and to be the 
New Covenant in this blood , and the 


blood of the New Covenant,are the ſame, 


Jy 


bin ( 
ake 
of hi 
fupp 


For both fignitie the Confiz mation of it by of 01 


Chriſts Blood. 

4. We have the Cup, that is, the Wine 
contained in the Cup, which ſignifies the 
Blood of Chriſt ſhed for the Remiſſion of 
fins, and puts us in mind of Chriſts Death, 
and Blood ſhed; and its given and taken 
to confirm the Covenant renewed berween' 
God and the Communicant. 

5. The Communicants are command: 
ed todrink ofthis Cup in remembrance of 
Chriſts Blood ſhed for the remiſſion of fin, 
And by this command they are bound to 
drink, and alſoto drink it in remembrance 
of Chriſt ; char ſo by faith they may re: 
ceive Chriſt into their hearts for their ſpr 
ritual life and comfort. In this part we 
bave as beforein the former,the Redempri 
on, the Covenant, the ſealing of the Cove- 
nant. The Redemption was fignified be- 


fore by the bread broken and given ; and] 


here by the Wine 1n che Cup poured out : 


(18). 
oor both ſignifie' but one and the ſame dearth 
land ſacrifice of Redemption. The Covez 
Shrnt as formerly, hath a promiſe of remif 
{fon of fins, and a precept commanding to 
ſtake and drink ofthe Cup in remembrance 
[of his death. And chis remembrance prez 
> [ppoſing knowledge and faith with ſenſe 
y [of our fins, is practical and eftectual to ſtir 
*[0p to love and thankfulneſs in an high dez 
#[oree, For how can we remember and 
#[Erioufly conſider the greateſt love of our 
*[viour unto us his enemies, his cruel ſuf- 


4 rings for us, and the incomparable bleſG 
'| ings merited thereby ; and not be made 
{| Enſible of our fins, relie upon his ſuffer- 
Ings, love our enemies, and be for ever 
thankful to our God ! 

3. The ſealing of the Covenant in this 
part 1s like unto the former. And here it's 
tobe obſerved, that the Covenant is ſealed 
and confirmedin this Sacrament two ſeve- 
ral times, that God may more fully aſſure 
man that as by his Miniſter he gives both 
Bread and wine , fo certainly he will give j 
Chriſt and all his benefits, and continue 
conſtant-in his Covenant; andas certainly 
as he receives bread and eats it ; wine,and 
drinks it iry remembrance of Chriſt; ſo cer- 
tainly he ſhall receive remiſſion of fins and 
| i eternal 
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wernal life by Chriſt. And by the Cele 

bration of this Sacrament,doth mote deep- 

ly engage himſelf to God for to Continue 

faithful in his _ unto the end, 
ect 

Before I conclude ahis Doctrine of the 
Euchariſt, I will add ſome obſervations 
upon the ſame. For, 

1, As Chriſt in Baptiſm contracted all 
Purifications, Cleanſings, and Luſtrations 
in the Law ; fo in this he abridged all the 
Ilaſtical and Euchariſtical ſacrifices, with 
their Meat-offerings, DESLEETES and 
ſacrificial Feaſts. 

2. The Author, inſtitutor - and firſt & 
ficient cauſe of this Sacrament is Chriſt the 
Son of God our Saviour. 

3. The ſubje&t and principal matter 
thereof, .is the death of Chriſt, and the be 
nefits procured thereby. 

4. The form is the uſe of the Elements 
with the words according to the firſt inſt 
tution. | 

F. The end is the continued remen 
brance ofthe ſacrifice of Chriſt upon whid) 
depends our eternal falvation. 


6. This is one of the Laws of Chrift 


which we are bound to obſerve till his cof 


ming to judgment ; as appears by thel 
words 


| felſion of faith, praye 
vt ving? andthe whole Celebration of It,1s a 
1 piece of Divine Service. 
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words : Do this in remembrance of me. 

7. The diſpenſation of ir belongs to the 
Miniſter of the Goſpel ; for he that muſt 
haptize, muſt adminiſterthe Euchariſt, and 
he that diſpenſeth the one, mult ditpenſe 
the other Sacrament. 

$. The reaſon why this Sacramentis ad- 
miniſtred in two ſeyeral Elements, ismore 
fully and diſtinaly to repreſent rhe death 
of Chriſt, to ſignifie the plenty of food 
God hath prepared for our {ouls; and the 
more ſtrongly ro confirm the Coye- 
nant. 

9. Ir's to be celebrated not only once, 
bur often ; and is to be continued in the 
Church unto the worlds end. 

19. In it we have many points of Chri- 
ſtian DoQrine concerning mans fin, Gods 
love,the Redemption, the Covenant, and 
therein of Gods promiſes, mans duty, as 
Repentance and Faith; the benefits we re- 
ceive thereby, and the Confirmation ofthe 
Covenant. 

II. In it we have many parts of Gods 
worſhip imployed ,as confeſſion of fin, pro- 
r, charity, thank(gi- 


12, By recciving of this Sacrament, we 
PT O- 
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 profeſsonr Chriſtianity, our continuance in 
- the Chriſtian faith, and in the Communion 
withthe holy Catholick-Church, and the 
Renunciation of all other Religions. 
- 13..iBy. the Doftrine of rhis Sacrament, 
and the tenor of Chriſts:commaithon;,; we 
underſtand: fomething of Church :Diſci- 
pline: -: For. as no*man-betorc / be by: the 
protection of his fanh-and promiſe of. obe- 
dicnce manifeſt himfclt 20 be a Diſciple, 
can. be.baptized ; ſono mancexcept he'ap- 
pcar-to be /baptizzd, cantinue in the Chri- 
{tian faich, keep Chrifts Commandmeng, 
maybe admitted ro'this 1 able: neither 
may one groſly ignorant beforc he be in- 
firuced, or guily of ſcandal, betore he 
{ignifte his repzntance -and be abſolved, 
be recerved as a gueſt of this heavenly 
. Feaflt. Theyalſo who do neglett ir when 
they are invited and have opportunity, ate 
unworthy. Thercfore beltdes the powet 
which ad gives unto the Miniſter, it isht 
that in every Church there ſhould beſome 
order eſtabliſhed, and- ſome truſted with 
powcr to judge what perſons atc fit and 
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worrthvy and who arc not. _ 

14: No. man can have benctit by thu 
Sacrament, but ſuch as are truly pen:cent 
+; believing; of whom God can on 
Ju yo 
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s World; and the Fleſh 
lv thoughts. I deny wy ſelf, and wholly re- 
: 2 
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dot, and the Miniſterdoing his duty ac” 
am; to his He Fillothenc and theap* 
of ſuch a5teſite ethEomirfjunicatey | 
muſt refer all ſaeh as he adiniis tothejude” 
ment of God,who'alone knows the'hearts 
of men. Arid here it5t6 benored tharſyeh as 
are I pRRg nd believing,may 
{o come unto- the-Saerament as that they 
may-oftend God-beeautſe not" {Qtually pre- 
pared ar ſuch a tithe..-- 2 
| #161 SeR. | ro. 

Thelaſt wutk ro bedone4or toclole up 
this Chapter, is to/:reduce the mater of 
theſe Commandments into'the forn of a 
moreexplicitvow ; rhat ſoevery one that 
owns his Baptiſm, may know wharby ver- 
tuctheredf he is fnote particularly bonnd 
to perform.” | 

z. I believe -in one cternal infinite 
glorious Lord, who hath by his Almighty 
power created Heaven and Earth, and all 
things therein z Redeemed mankind by 
the precious blood of his Eternal Word 
made fleſh; ſanftifies his Ele people, and 
by a Covenant of grace is become oy God 
in Chriſt ; do” renourice the Devil, che 
and all falſe Gods, 
and Jaols, and all Profane Irreligious 


{ign 
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ſign up my {elf unto himywith-all the pow- 
| __ facultics of my:{ogland body..-,1 
rake him for my ſupreme Lord, Lawgiver, 
Judge, Redeemer by Jeſus Chriſt, , upon 
whom alone I depend tor Salvation 3, and 
for whom I am. ready to bear the Croſg 
and ſacrifice my (elf at; any time, when 
. called unto it. He alone ſhall be the ob- 
jet of my great Loye, Fear, Service, Re- 
verence, Confidence, ; oy, Solace and De- 
light. To him alonel will preſent my Pray- 
ers, Praiſes, ThankGgiying, Gloty,” Ho- 
nour,: as oney cternally.worthy of it; and 
abhorring all -Pridc,- 1-will wich greazcſi 
humiliry- adore his glorious Majeſtyand be 
nothingin my ſelf, that I may be alfa my 
God. I tremble to think of Apoſtafte or 
denying my Saviour, to whom I will be 
fairhful ro the end as I expect glory and 
life everlaſting from my God by him. 

a. I will not make any Image or Like- 
cls of any thingin Heaven and Earth, or 
in the Waters under the Earth, for to re 
preſent his-glorious and cternal cxceller 
cy and God-head,bur will abandon all falle 
and baſe conceirs and apprehenſions: of 
1im, and look upon him as repreſented in 
is mighty and wonderful works, and his 
holy aud moſt bleſſed word. I will ne 
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bow down unto any Image or Likenes for 
to'Worſhip it ; 'Hor''perform any ſeryice 
uftoir, asthoughirhad any Divine excel- 
lency or ſanAtifying power in ity\-or were - 
any ſign of Gods ſpecial preſence without 
his-fnſtitution. I renounce all Traditions, 
Ceremonies, Cuſtoms, Inventions, Practi- 
c&s'of men in Rehgious Worſhip'that are 
contrary to Gods Word, or impoſed and 
enjoyned as neceſſary parts of Worſhip. 
I will ſerveand worſhip my God-with thar 
kind of worſhip which he hath inſtiruted in 
the Goſpel, 'which Thall be the rule, ac- 
cordingto which'I will pray, confeſs, give 
thanks, praiſe, hear the word, celebrate the 
Sacraments; and —_ all other Religi- 
ous Seryice unto him in thename and mec- 
diation of ' Jeſus Chriſt, and nor of An- 
gels, Saints, or the bleſſed Virgin. And 
this ſhall move me much,becauſcthe Lord - 
my God is a jealous God, and will not en- 
dure Superſticion in Worihip. the de- 
vices of meri which pollute- and debaſc 
his ſervice, tend unto, and many timesend 
In [dolatry, which he will puniſhnot only 
In the Fathers who begin it, give exam- 
ples to others; bur alſo in the Children + 
unto the third and fourth Generation,and 
will ſhew mercy co ſich as worſhip him 
L. 2 . Wit 
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with a. pure. Virgin love. ace ; LoN9S to his. 
inſtiention; ; wnto @ theu »CRGrATIONs,,: 
Bath the eer and love * may oa are 
hope of oy tt yg k9{his gracious,; 


promiſes, {ball work mc '& fly 
3+. will tot {wear peek of Pa: 1 
call upon, my God to be 4 wirnels; againſt) 


my {oul,;in afhrruitng erdeayſingany:t 0g 
which' do not certainly kngy to be{o,: -AS- 
ic is afficmed or denyed by: me,or in promi-- 
ſing.chapwihich I know have no power is! 
do, .or-n9! ſincere ituentian: ro perform; 
fo; to Hhould diſhangur hisglorious name! 
deceive _ diappoint wt neighbour, lole- 
my intereſt-m my aghis curls, 
upon 11ic;- for he CN, y punith,ang/ 
(-vcrely revengeall fuck 1 ata, 1 Fromilt 
that when | cake up the Dang of my. 
in {wcaring;: praying untohim, pr ailing, 
his name; and in performing all | cokek 
religious ſervice; I will do is wah humikicy, 
reyerence, ; deliberation; dut preparation, 
the fincerity. of my heart, that ſo1 may bt 
innocent before God, juſt rowards' mens 
and hat ray {ervice may be accepted of 
him,and effctually conducing to hioglony, 
! will abhox all prophane-curſing, a 
-hemous theughes and words againſt his 
Majeſty , hisword, and holy w—_ 

| 4. See-. 
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4-Sccing my God FFapires2 {ac ri Gee, 
terminate fume to be [er, Sno reh gious 
worſhip, and his more ſolemn: oe Tr 
will remember, and have a. ſpecizt c care Io 
obſcrve.chat holy reſt, ;and arp x; to. the 
performance of more boly fl nyerſc 
withmy God andpes giv; NE ERR r.plia 
cternal, abbar 1, an er PR. © With 
him,which he hat Bak cha 
tobe enjoyned'b hop 5% Place of 
cernal 4k | ho rant- 
cd mals days for my wordly bi m1; $,and 
ſecular imployments, Te £9 ing it1 
that rime [6 to. order and dilpai bu- 
lincſs, that..I.may. not, be dil mY f his 
ſervice uponthat day,wh ich heha 4 appro- 
priatcd ro himleli, and in a peculiar | mian- 
ner made, bisown: AndT will have acare 
not anly_ ro. reſt and fanQifie thatzimein 
migc. own perſpn,but I will commang{uch 
$arcundermy powery and ule all meas 
wo cauſe them both to.reſt and ſanfihie ir 
with me. And ſccingaccording to. the Go- 
{pel the firſt day of the week is hotiourcd, 
bleſſed, challowed by the ReſurreStion of 
my Saviour, and the coming down of the 
Holy Gheſt, upon both whiich depends 
our eternal Salvation,l will wcekly obſerve 
and {anftifie that day in remembrance of 


the 
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the greatbenefirs of Redemption by Chriſt 
and of (an&ification by the Holy Ghoſt and 
of taking down the particion-wall and the 
ſhadows of Moſes Law, the body and-ſub- 
ſtance whercof 'is Chriſt. And by the 
obleryarion of thistime, I will renounceall 
Heatheniſm, Mahometim, and Judaiſm; 
and reftifie my ſelf 2 Chriſtian believing in 
Chriſt already come: © This day 1 will not 


A negle* or ' profane by idleneſs or any 


works, and ſo profanely miſpend it to the 
diſhonour of my God, and 'the hindrance 
of my Salvation.” Astor works of necel- 
{ty, of charity towards man. or beaſt, or 
ſuch as tend to the ſanCtification of the 
day, 'I will take liberty to do them accor- 
ding as my God hath allowed; neither will 
I negle&t thoſe ſolemn times of prayerand 
thankſgiving appointed by Eccleſiaſtical 
and Civil Authority for the publick ſervice 
of God. And 1 ſhall account the free and 
quiet enjoyment of theſe holy times, and 
rhe Communion of Saintstobea great blel- 
ſing. 

5. Next unto my God, I muſt love my 


Neighbour, made in his image, and re | 


deemed with the precions blood of Chriſt; 
and I muſt love him as my ſelf. Theſe are 
catiral Parents, civil Powers, and Mag 
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firares in the State,Miniſters in theChurch; 
and all ſuch as God hath fer over us for 
our =_=_ Theſe I promiſe to reverence 
and honour according ,to their excellenty 
anddignity ; I will ſubmit unto their lawful 
power, obey their juſt commands,and give 
them'and all others my faperiours due re- 
ſpet according to their places. It I my 
ſelf be either Father, or Mother, or-Ma- 
ſter, or Magiſtrate, or Miniſter, Tutor, 
Guardian and Govyernour,- 1 will end&@- 
your in theſe ſeveral relations to do-my* 
duty and ſeek the good of theſe thar ſhall 
be under my power,and committed tomy 
charge. I will not diſhonour, or-diſobey, 
or reliſt, and rebel againſt my lawful Supe- 
nours; neither will I be perfidious unto 
them, nor vex and diſcomfort them, but 
locarry my ſelf cowards them, as | deſire 
my interiours to carry themſelves towards 
me, that ſo my God may bleſs me in that 
placeof my pilgrimage where he hath ap: 
gy me to live and {ojourn on Eatth. 

or | know that upon the performance of 


theſe duties, according to the promile of 
| God, the peace and welfare of Family, 


Church, and State, andall other Societies 
do much depend; and that God will curſe 
and puniſh all diſobedicnr, rebellious, and 
un- 
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unthankfulwretches, and ſuch as enyy,de-+ 
ſpiſe,, mock, diſhonour,-vex, diſcomfor; 
En an ac. aa” 
++ ...-will,put away, all wrath, anger 
violent = and will, beware of all 
quazrels, diſſentions, batteries, . wicked 
thoughts, words, deeds ; all-lecrer. plots, 
deligns,: and .cnterpriſes which may an 
ways-ptejudice or endanger the life, li 
latery, health, of my Neighbour. I will ab- 
hatred, malice, purpoles to revenge, 
may. elf,and endeavor to keep my {elf inng, 
car and free every Way from the inno- 
cent blood of others, even.of mine cne- 
nies. © will neicher be principalor acceſlo,, 
ry,..cither by negle& or doingany thing a- 
inſt any mans life. The health, peace, 
6 6 life. and blood of my. Neig 
MN as precigus bo _ as BRe Feb 4 
will-be patient, mmeck, loving, kind,pcaces 
ble,  rcady ER Nd ED ſub 
00 pd forgive, and every. lawful way. 
ſeek. to prriecye and keep the. life of. my 


e 


Neighbour as mine own. 


-:7. Iwillabhoralllead, wantongunchalt, 


thoughts, purpoles, - words,...deeds, : ge; 
ſtures,- apparel, books, immodeft compa: 
ny ; all-adulcery, whordom, formication, 
inceſt, and other kinds of uncanny 
n 
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had becauſe idlenels, glottony, drunken-, 
eb, and all other kiad of intemperance; 
give ad vantage-to'the Devil to rempr usto 
his{1; therefore Td willtake heed of them, 
ad;all other things which may-be caules: 
16d occaſions of the fame. Marriage with: 
ne ſhall be bonourable, and the marriage 
wdandefiled.. My choughts,words, deed 
ares and carriage, ſhall be haſt = | 
ting my body being redeemed with a 
mice, ſhould be a member of Chriſt, and 
ke-Templc of the Holy Ghoſlt, ]-will not 
lefileand.diſhonourit. 1 will endeavour: 
maſticy.1a body and ſpirit, in marriage or 
lngle lite ; 1 willnort jovn withrany- other 
ths fling. and\ſo bring the judgments. of. - 


Weſapon me.- | of nie: 11008 
. 81 Seeing God hath madethe Earth and 
he fylneſs thereat,. given it to the Sons of 
mens, diſpoſcth -and - diſpenſeth- of, rhele 
karbly goods as it-plealeth himz makerh 
, , and. giveth ro men {ome- 


bing that is juſtly their own : I do there- 


bte renounce all unjuſt thoughts, words; 
eeds,which rend unjuſtly ro endammage 


| [axd impair the cſtatc of my Neighbour. 


[1 will acicher by fraud or force, ſecretly or 


y take away or detain that which 1s 


Ia 


[others right. I will not be unjuſt to any 
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man, nor unmercitul unto the poor, the 
farherleis, the widow, or any that arein 
need, and cannot help themſelves ; aud 1 
will endeavour to deliver them our of the 
hand of ſuchasdo oppreſs them. And that 
I may be free from rhis fin of injuſtice,”]- 
will' ſhut! idleneſs and prodigal court 
and vain and unneceſſary expences. I wil 
not be coyerous, and uſe any unlawful 
means to enrich my ſelf; ackher will Ibe 
improvident, or unbelieving, orimmode- 
rately, otinordinately careful. I willnot 
be unjuſt, or unfaithfull in my contrads, 
commerce, 'and dealing with other meh: 
nor carele{ly 'waſte my eſtate by gaming 
unneceflary law-ſuics or raſh ſuretiſhip.- 
promiſe to be juſt, honeſt, faithfulin allmy 
dealing, give every man his due, reſtore 
that which. is unjuſtly taken away, with- 
hold no mans-goods truſted in my hatidy 
I will rather loſe then gain to the wrong 
and dammageof another man. 1 will not 
only be juſt, bar mercifiil and charitable to 
the poor and needy, and eſpecially to the 
indigintand perſecured Saints of God, and 
to them I will be liberal according to mine 
abilicy. I will be careful chat God, the 
Church, the State, and every private pe- 


fon may have their due. And that] benat| *"' 
tempted] © 
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( 157 ) 


| tempted to injuſtice, I will painfully labour 


in ſome honeſt way that I may maincain 
me and mine; and will be trugal, mode- 
rarely ſparing, provident, andule juſt and 
lawful means of getting and keeping a 
1 will be content with 

litle, and truſt in God tor theſe carthly 
neceſlaries. | 
9. God hath appointed in all Common- 
Wealths Courts of Judicacure, to relieve 
the oppreſſed, right ſuch as are wronged, 


-| puniſh offenders, and rightly judge all 


cauſes, and determine all - controverſies. 
And the end of all judgment is juſtice; and 
ec mcans,and the ſame principal, tending 
tothat end, is evidence, which often de- 
pends upon witneſſes; therefore I pro- 
mile neither as Parry, Plaintift, or Defen- 
dant, nor as Witneſs, nor Juror, nor Sol- 
Iicicour, nor Atturney, nor Advocate, for 
Counſellour, nor Judge, nor Regiſter, ro 
caule men to believe that which 1s falſe, 
conceal the truth, oppoſe a juſt cauſe, or 
by forgery, neglect, infidelity, our of ma- 
lice, fear, zfavour, partiality, coverouſneſs, 
g abour to hinder or pervert juſt judg- 
ment. I will endeavour to diſcover the 
trurh, ro oppoſe the unjuſt cauſe of a 
friend, promate the juſt caule of an enemy 
| OT 


= , = Be 
or ſtranger] will ufe! all means both: by 
my elf and 'othersto do wharl can, to take 
away all ticedleſs and unjuſt delays, help 
che helpleſs, ptmiſh offenders, right the in- 
nocent, and endeavour zo my power that 
juſtice and judgment may have afree paſ« 
age and flow down like a mighty ſtream, 
[ will pray for juſt Judges, and tor incegri- 
ey in all (uch as aCt in' Judicial ' 'proceed- 
ings. 

.. 10. Many times it falls out that my 
Neighbour hath ſuch things as ] want, or 
ſomthing bercer then I, have; is in a ber- 
ter condition-then Iam, and in profperir 
whenlam in adverſity ; and then ſuch 
or-may be che corruptionofmy heartand 
felf-love, that 1 begin ro envy him and co- 
vet that which is duly his, and I have no 
Tight unto. And out of rhis envy, and co- 
veting that' which 1s another mans, much 
wickedneis, it not prevented, may be com- 
micted, therefore | promiſe and vow by 
the help of Gods grace ro mortifie and 
ſupprelis- bxtimes theſe enyious thought, 
and unjult coverings, will be content with 
mine own eftaxxe though poor and mean; 
-t will neicher envy anothers proſpecity, 

nor rej»ce in his Adverſity. Bur | will 
love my Neighbours as 'my {elf, rejoyce 
with 
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with them that do rejoyce;," and '-mourn- 
with them ctharmourn, and will be inwards: 
| [ly rouched with cheir\milerys .:I+ will ſeek 

| cheir temporal and ercrnal: good, ' telieve” 
' [mine enemies, do good fox cvil,and over-: 
| come evil with good, pray. forthem that! 
| efpitefully uſe me, .bleſsrhen char curie' 
- | me, think none. evil, andlawercharicable 

thoughts rill I have evidenegof-the-cruch:; 
o the contrary. | I will endeavour to're- 
form ſuch as do.amils, and- wander out of 

the right way. I will doall the aQts and 

good offices of love, and: will nor do any” 
thing contrary to true love. and charity. 

Thus I will love, notonly my private but 

my publick Neighbour, and I will notdeny 

tto ſtrangers or enemies: and-our cf this' 
bye will endeavour to do as I would be 

done unto, and be perteCt as my heavenly- 

father is pertect, and follow the example 

of my deareſt Saviour. 

T hete are the moral Laws of my Savi- 
our, which by my Bapriim Iam bound to 
cbſerve. By them 1 underſtand my fansto 
be many, and grievous,and my ſelfguilty, 
and liable notonly to temporal bur erernal 
puniſhments ; even the regenerate Chil- 
dren of God cannot obey them perfectly ; 
out havethcir failings, and lometimes grie- 

| youſly 
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voully fall, fo thatby the works ofche law 
no man living:can be juſtified ; yer this is 
my comfort, that my Saviour by ſuffering 
tor theſe my-1{ins, hath made them pardo- 
nable, and che puniſhments deſerved by 
them avoidable; And he not only dyed 
for mine offences, but roſe again for my 
juſtification, makes intercelihon in heaven, 
and pleads his blood for all penitent f1n- 
ners. Theſe things 1 verily believe, and 
according torrhis belictI rely upon my $a- 
virous propitiation and interceſhon ;z and 
renewing daily my ſupplications before 
the throne of grace, hopero obtain remi(- 
{10n of all my finsagainſt this Lawand his 
other commands. I acknowledge i: a great 
unſpeakable mercy, that my God harkh 
made faith 'and not perte&t obedience the 
condition of life. As this Law doth dil- 
cove: my fins, ſo it is arule of my lite; 
and as | will renew my repentance daily, 
and feek remifhon of fin paſt, ſo I will 
daily pray for the ſanQitying power of tis 
. Spirit, to write theſe Laws more and more 
in my hearr, to ſtrengthen me againſt all 
cemptations, enable mc to obſerve them 
witingly and with delight ; beſeeching 
him to accept my poor endeavours and to 
look upon me as waſhed in the blood of 
my Saviour, There 
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| Theres another poſitive and ceremonial . 
Law.of'may Saviour, which 1 by . Baptiſm 
am bound ro-obſerye together with thele. 
morals ;and-that-is rhe Sacrament of 
the Euchariſt, which is ro be Celebra- 
ted by all Chriſtians ro the worlds end, 
in remembrance of the Sacrifice sof Chriſt 
death. Therefore Ipromile with an hum- 
ble, penirent, and believing heart ro come 
unto \this heavenly Table, when I amin- 
tied and called) ro eat tbe blefied Bread 
n- retnembratice, of-my . Savigurs . body, 
which was-broken and offcrcd for mc,and 
drink che blefſed;-Cup in remembrance 
& bis blood, whereby.che NewCoyenanc 
$confirmed, as being ſhed for the remifh- 
oh: of my-ſins,.;. And; as my. God. by. his 
Myiſters giving this Bread and-this Cup.,. 
doth: ſeakand confirm ancw. his comite 
yato- me co ſtrengthen my faich and hope, 
6] will by receiving theſe,Elements.accor- 
ding ro the Guſt; allieyrion, lalemnly. re- 
wwe and confirn-my.'engagengers for the 
peforniance of the;conditions.of the Co- 
venanc, and thereby L will teſtifig:my union 
with-the Chuzch, my charity to.all, my. 
thanktulneſs roChriſt, and will never for- 
get his unſpeakable love to,my poor ſoul, 
marufeſted in his ſacrifice of eycrlaſting 
M YCr- 
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vertin, 3nd will Sanodicg 20the in- 
EY of my-hearr; th yy failingsbe 

that Ke-will-ih Win 9 graeerat 
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derftood Evange lieall 5 amd: pom to/beult? 
both-By-| fery ; Chit _- both in priviee 
and pnblick, and' all by*heouniverlt 
Church'whillt Militant: * Each wr} it 
becorne eriumpliant! in Heaven; when al 
$ ſhall be ried "inro prafſesy: atd 
We tons neg chainkſpiving; > 'It-a-part-of 
Gods wotfhip both arid titoal:;-{6t 
retther Word nor Sacraments caty be 
rightly: diſpenſed - withinr (itt andthisis 
the rele why it rakes'bp/ \b' preat x: 
of our Littrgies and Forms of Wordp 
To pray alwaies is -one of-Thrifts'Com- 


mandments, and' withont' prayer we'caft | 


neither obſerve his Commandments, nor 
perſeyere in our profeſſiort ; -becauſe with- 


out prayer we cannot expect grace, Which 
is 


_ poo S% ct wh«< 
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is neceſſary to'enable us todo bath” And | 
becauſe ir is continual, a ps and |} 
an cxcellent picge,, of {eryice, intend to 
ſpcak of it. more particularly/apd . diftinQt- 
ly. And for order ake 1 willy |... .. 
1. Tremnlle Lung Genera, AIRY 
2. Exponnd the LordsPrayer, .- 
3 Reducethe mater of i into. a form 
. of Prayer..;,; RT cds 
I. , er ma be goſerbey Rs It's a 
part of God's Worſhip whercin wezepre- 
ſerit our, mindsuntoGod. Abs it 15 a.patt of 
God's Worſkip,, it's to be ranked a 
the duties of the firſt Table, and in ſeycral 
oo ae Re 
mandments ot it.It arGa, 
Lord of infiniteand crernal ncy and 
perfeftion, as all other religious ads do 3 
ye it. conſiders in God ſome patticular 
pertetions more then others, 35 BL 
ſhewed- hereafter. .. The more particula 
nature of it is a, preſentatzon;, of our 
minds ro God.. The matter thereof is 
| ſomething in our minds, which we deire 
| and propoſetomake known toGod ; and 
, the at of it is the repreſencations of theſe 
to his glorious Majeſty. Therefore the 
Schook-men make prayer to bean aft 
the underſtanding, preluppoling the bare 
M 2 | 


© _... —_ 
firſt affetted with thoſe things which are 
the matter of out prayers, which were no+ 
rhing to purpoſe without the affeQion'of 
rheheatr, which may he ſaid to animate 
and give life unto themz yet we mult not 
think that we can inform God ( who knows 
our thoughts afar off -of any thing which 
he is igfrorant of. Therefore the intentien 
of prayer js not,only to honour him, butto 
move and'affeft him with the matter re- 
preſented.” This is the nature of prayet 
largely taken, 10 as'to-tndude in one con- 
tinned 'Speech, Petition; Praiſe, ' Thanſgi- 
ving-, Therefore: Praile -and Thankſgi- 
ving ate ard to be parts of Prayer, whicli 
1n 'reſpe&F of the. repreſentation of out 
minds'is fard to be a ſpeaking unto God 

and a conference with him : -For in all 
theſe we addrefs'our ſelves to God, ap- 
proacty ro his Throne, and' expreſs out 
thitids ntico him, and pour orr hearts our 
before him. Pettion afcends, mercies de- 
ſcend, praiſe and thankſgiving arc rctur- 
ned'unto.him again. Prayec ſtriftly taken, 
1s an htmble preſentation of onr petition 


unto God as able and: willing to cffetts - 


chem. "This may be made either unto 
a faſfe God or the rtuve God : and to the 
trur God either according to the Law of 

Naturc, 
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Nature, or the Light of Gracez and that 
cither impliciely in the name; of Chriſt as 
before his Aſcenſion,” or mthyas after. 
They muſt be madeefpecially-byusChrifti- 
ansinthenameof Chriſt, whoby his blood 
hath (arisfied Gods juſtice, made him pro- 
pitious, the Throne of graccacceſhble,hath 
merited all mercies, promiſed to be our 
Advocate,and to follicice our cauſein hea- 
ven, and procure for 'us whatſoever 'we 
ask in his name. They muſt at{o-be-made 
by the Spirit, who alone doth fanftity-us 
and qualific our hearts for this'duty,/and 
enables us to pertorm ir {o as that it may 
be efteual, and: when we know nor how 
to pray as we ought, he ſtirs up in us ſighs, 
and;groans, Whichcannot beurrered'; by 
which he makes anterceſhon. for usto the 
Father, who not only underſtands theſe 
dark-exprefſions, bur is much: moved and 
affected with them : SotharwChriſtian ef- 
feftual 'prayer is a preſenting of our peri- 
tions to God the Father, in:thenamg of 
Chriſt by the Spirit! And how powertul 
mult that prayer be which is:offered to che 
Father in the name of his''Son,®by the 
power and grace of his Spirit! A prayer 
may be made inwardly inthe fon}, withour 
any words of the Mouth, and-ir may be to 
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a as>to prevail. very much with 
od, Who principally looks at-the heart. 
It may oye vr ,and ur ile 
out anF'u ; ene and: InWar 
—_— IE 
prayer, .and'not regarded 0 , 
delivered: in moſt excellent exprethons, 
and as it were in the language at Angels, 
This ourward prayer whether ſaid or ſung, 
1/Proſeor ww if _ tn publick W in 
company; 'm ma language, and.1n 
rerms more calily underſtood by rhe peo- 
le. with whom we pray, that they may 
y Amer, which they cannot, itthey un- 
derſtand not. ' And though they under- 
Rand, yet if their hearts :be not afteQed 
with the matter, and rightly diſpoſed to- 
wards God, its xo no: purpoſe. - For all 
outward prayer ſhould be joyned with the 
inward; and 1fhue from an heart rightly di 
fpoſed.  Aprayer of a righteous man may 
ſomerimes. be -ineffteftual, becaule its not 
made by:him:as righteous; | 
Thete 5 . Ft. 2. 
e ttiings concerning 'prayer in 'gc+ 
neral ablerved, | proceed: unto the Lords 
prayer; we fi1d many particular prayers, 
praiſes, and thankſgivings in the Scripture, 
8nd many forms both for publick and pri- 
Vvatc 


Book ;;y all 
aybranches of thas 
qur. $avious, rajnight | - whertin 
be concradted;.the-fubliznce of all lawtul; 
payers and-uhat inan excellent method.> 


Aro augl wp S hoy tte, ww 
bis humliation,and was luirableuntorheir 

elcyt light and: cardition.  Feshexcin: 

c. gives no- directigh: how: tor ask any” 

-1n his name; -and.the realoh was; he 

was-not yct glarified; hor made Advocate: 
general in-heavenznor polleſſed phbig glo- 
nous Kingdom; T-his may ſeemtabe inti- 
mated-1n that-petitions Thy Kingdom come. 
For, then to: him-and (6 to thera it: was to 
come. Init we may abſerve. - ,-* 

1. I hg-Entragee or Pteface, -- 

-2., T he Body-and, Matter, — - 

p The Concluſion. 

n the entrance we-may take notice of 
1h The partics who muſt perform this 
V. 

2, Ihe partics for ang, muſt 
3.. The party to whom -$ be made. 
,-4- Ihe qualification- of the Prayer it 
c 


i. The parties who muſt perform this 
duty, are perſons living on Earth, om 
Y aye 
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have not loſt-their intereſt in God, upon; 
waomalland every 'onedepends; and our 
neceſſwiegare many atid =_ and prayer 
is Ordained -as ameans whereby all things 
we necd may be obtaiticd, 'and that more 
certainly, :'becauſe 'we': have a Promiſe; 
Belidesits an univerſal Command, and all 
Men are bound in that reſpe@ to pray.and 
by prayer to worſhip and 'glotific God, 
For by-it we acknowledge that God isthe 
ſupreme :Lord, the-: fountain of all good- 
neſs.the-Father ot Mercies;willing freely to 
- giveus what we need ; and that we are mi- 
ſerable and: indigent perſons,and that God 
is no Ways bound to' relieve us or lupply 

r 


| .»*% Our Warits, but only he promiſed to 


and help, and this promiſe was freely 
made. Sonxe Will not pray, ſomecannot; 
ſome can pray, but not cfteftually z yer all 
theſe are bound to pray. and therefore rheir 
fin or r#ſery muſt be 'very grear. 

. 2, Theperſons for whom we muſt pray, 
are cur ſelvesand all others, who are capa- 
ble of anv beneht by ourprayers. For we 
are direQted to ſay, ( Oar Father ) and in 
mis word (Oar) we include our felves and 
others roo. As we mult love our Neigh- 
no{1T as nr [c[ves, ſo we muſt pray for our 
Neinhbour as ior our felyes. [And by 
| Neighbour 
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Neighbour we muſt underſtand, not only 
aur Acqaintance and Friends bue ſtrangers 
and: Enemies. For we muſt pray forthem 
which deſpitefully uſe us. So Chriſt pray- 
ed for fuch as did Crucifie him; faying, 
Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
- dos you _ love comms 
others, ſo we muſt. pray more 
for ſorne then oth _— of all for che 
Church and our perſecuted Brethren. For 
Chriſtian chariry in our prayers deth en- 
arge itſelf, and abhors parrialiry and felt- 
ove. 

3- The perſon to whom we mult pray 
x God, and God isour Father in heaven. 
Father is a word of power and pity ; Fa- 
ther in heaven is a term of ſupremepower 
and infinice pity. And if all the power and 
pity of all Fathers, even the beſt, were ut 
red in one,yet all were nothing to rhe pity 
and power of our God. This Farther Io- 
ved us, and gave his Son for us, when we 
were Enemies,and called us, when we were 
dead in Sinsand Treſpaſles; greater loye 
never was manifeſted ro any creature,and 
greater laye to any creature there cannot 
be. And how much muſt he love us, when 
once we berin to love him asour Gad'! 
Whatcannot a Fath<r in heaven, what will 
not 


(1759) 
not a father zn Chriſt do for his Childreny 
tecing in him meer 1n one power and pity, 
might and mercy, greatnels and goodnelg, 
which include all his perfeftions. Thus | 
wemuſt conceiveof God, to whom we ad- 
dreſs our {clyes, to whom we dire our 
prayers | \ 
- 4-  Thequalificationsof prayers are ma- 
ny- 1. One is faith, whereby we belicye 
that he is preſent in all places at all times; 
hears all prayers, knows all things,and with 
what heart we pray; that he is juſt, holy, 
wiſe, of infinitegoodneſs, and unſpeakable 
mercy in Chriſt, who makes interceſſhon 
for us in heaven,that his power is Almigh- 
ty, and his dominion overall things is-ſu+ 
preme. 2. In reſpeft of his infinite and-c« 
ternal excellency and ſupreme dominion 
we muſt come into his preſence with. all 
humility and reverence adoring his eternal 
Majelty. 3. As he is holy, we mult be ho- 
ly, ad draw near with pure and upright 
hearts. 4. As heis juſt, we muſt petition 
far juſt things, 5. As be is a father, we 
muſt be obedient Children. 6. As he 1s 
tull oflove, ſo we muſtpray\in.charityand 
love cowards others. 7. As he-is Almighs 
ty a:id Almercifal in Chriſt, in whons he 
hath promilcd all rhings, we mult pray.in 
orcateſt 


((19T ) | 
confidence. + 8, _— our-ne-". 
eſhty 1s - great, - and We . great and-. 
neceffary rhings from him, ſa:we.muſt be; 
inſtant,importunate, wraſtle with'him, and 
| [otler himbe quiet til] he hcar, help; and 


leſs us. | 
Seft. 3. . 72 
In the oy of the prayer we muſt ob- 
frve the Method and. excellent order, to 


which he hath- reduced all marrers to be: 
wayed for. To underſtand this; we muſt. 
conſider that: he hath made two general. 
leads and- parts: of- petition 2: the 1. Ot 
bpplication, the 2. Of deprecation. In 
he tormer we petition for all goad we can” 
uſtly deſire: Inthe latter we ſeek delive- 
=_ on m_ where __—_ vet 
e&. we ptay for is\{piricual or 
emporal z the fpirkual reſpetts Gods: 
glory in 1. ( Hollowed be thyname) or our {pi- 
neual agpnch in thecoming of his King- 
dom. 2. In doing of his will. Temporal 
od we pray for, when we lay, Give 7; 
this day or daily Bread. Deliverance from 
evil is two fold, cither from fin or afliti- 
on. :Theevil of fin iscicher guilt of fin paſt, 
or temptation to ſin in timetocome. The 
brmer we {cek in theſe words, Forgive us . 
tr treſpaſſes as we forgive them who trepaſs 
again; 


(172) 
again#s.: The Tatter in theſe, Lead us not 
into Temptation: Deliverance from evil we 
pray for when — Deliver us from evil. 


; riziv 7 & 

We begin our petitions with theſe words, 
Hallowed be thy Name ; where by name we 
muſt underſtand the excellent Majeſty,and 
ſapream Dominion of God our heavenly 
Father; in reſpe& of *'which all honour, 


glory, power and praiſe are due ro him, |* 


ayd ought to be aſcribed unto him by men |..." 


and Angels for ever: yet all this doth not 
make him moregloriousand excellent then 


he is in himſelf: for what can be added to | 


that which is infinite? This excellency and 
{upream dominion we-ptofeſs to believein 
the firſt Article of our Creed, and promiſe 
to acknowledge the firſt commandment 
of the moral Law. And here we pray for 
the univerſal acknowledgment in the firſt 
Petition ; - for ſuch muſt be our reſpe& to 
him, as that above all things his name may 


be glorified : therefore in theſe words we |, 


pray that his name and ſupream excellency 


av be manifeltzd more and morebathby | 


his Ordinary and Extraordinary wotks ol 
creation and providence; and alſo by his 
| blefied word, eſpecially by the Goſpel of 


Cirift. 2. Thar being manifeſted to ns and 


ro | 


—_ 


] 
| exerciſe of his power ro make redemption 
|efteRual; for then this Kingdom comesto 


oP "In 
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wall others, it' may be more and me 
Idearly known. 3- T hat being known,we 


[xd all orhers may acknowledge it, and 
"\{bmit- with all -our hearts'to-him as'{u- 


jream Lord ;- arid that he may be glorified 
n''the' erernal ceftruftion of fuchras will 


[not honour him as ſupreans Lord. In theſe 


words we pray againſt all 'Atheiſm, Idola- 
kiry, Profaneneſs, Rebellion, Apoſtaſie, 
{the uſurpacion of diyine power. _ :: 


12. We pray; Thy Kingdom vome, where 
{ve have 1. - A kingdom. 2.” The coming 
of ir. 3, A petition for the.coming of it, 


Gods Kingdom is two-fold;'az Univerial 
and | pr" over all. 2. Special oyer ment 
The latter here 1s meant 7this ſecond King! 
dom reſpeAs Men asinful atid ready rope- 
fiſh ; * yet-as having lome hope of Salyatt- 
on by «the Redemption of {cus Chriſt z 
therefore irs the kingdom of God Redeem- 
&, lookirig upon Man-as firſt redeemed, 
and ſoordinableuntoeverlaſting ſalyation: 
for ſinful Mans happineſs begins in -Gods 
bve,' which moved him w give Chriſtro 
death for the Expiation of our ſins: for this 
was the laying the foundation of Ecernal 
Life. Theicoming of this Kingdom is:rhe 


any 
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pm pln organs when God Redeem- 
by his Word and Spir 
_ by: oy ooorinn, men t©@ repentance " 
faith. -Thcend where at this governmen; 
aims is the'rpine of all enemics, and the 6 
terval_pcace of, all ſuch as ſhall fubmir jugs 
this power, iand-continueto be loyal and 
aboblicns futixQsi:Thus-Ged did alwaye 
reign {incc the tulk-pramile of Chriſt made 
unto Ada; but this reigh adyanced and 
becamomoreg after that Chriſt was 
tef. atxhe! ale of God, ſent down 
the:Holy:f9, revealed the Goſpel,an 
keifball bs Re when all enemig 
ſhall be fulidued/ and Geds choſen Saing 


fully-and fot Arc glorified. - Some make | 


I_ _ _ rn - 
of. grace, and the. ſecond of g 
anc begins With our firſt conycriauon, the 
other with:thegefurretion. Ia this peti- 
tion therefote we.do not ſeek of God the 
coming of Chriſt, nor thecongqueſt of Sin, 
and $Satarrupor the Crok,, norof death by 
his' re{urrefzon, nor his exalcacion to the 
Fight op of; God, nor the beginning of 
his reign: [for all thele _ aſt. But we 
Pray a heavenly Father would, 1. 
Send his Miniſters with = Goſpel, and 
the powernl his Spirit into all nations,who 


wy ſit 
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(t.in Zarkneſs,: and the ſhadow of death arid 
contrive i —_— gre 1 24min = 
e who cn ; ahdin: ar 
py 2. That he would makethele means 
effeftual to the converſion of-many.. 3; 
Fhat.he would juſtific, fanQihe adopr: att 
ſuch as are converted. 4. That he would 
dotheſe things more and moretilihe hath 
ſmbdued all f1n in them. 5., Thache would 
haſten ro ſubdue death, the laſt enemy,by 
tho refurreQion,.. and the laſt change of 
thorcal _ 6,” Thatall a—_— ing 
tonquered, he may reign y/ and 
that when Chriſt hath deli = 
krigdom, God:may be-all in all hisSaints, 


and give them perte& holineſs, 


ond For 
y degrees, and at la ani 
deſtroy all the:power of Saran, Sin, Death, 


wicked Men; which oppoſe our Salvation 
and Eternal Peace. The principal thingde- 
fnedis firſterernal life, thenallmeans which 
conduce untothe end. - T heprincipal effe& 
of this Government is deſtrution of Re- 
belsand Encmies, and the converfion and 
laivation of his Pcople.: To this head may 
dercferred all Peritions for theruine of 8x- 


Son and Antichriſt, perſecuting Enemies, 


doth open and ſecret; for good May _— 
1- 
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Miniſters, and Govcrnours in Churchand 
State; for powerful preaching of the Goſ- 
pel, for good diſcipline, 'and due adminis 
{tration of the Sacraments: 'and here is to 
be obſerved, that the more his Kingdoay 
comes, the more hisname is hallowed and 
glorified. 180 5 | 45M 

3. Yet berauſe no man can enjoy the 
benefirs, peace , +and priviledges of! ati 
Kingdom, i tho neverſo excellent, except 
he will fubmir unto the power of the 
Prince, obferve his Laws, and do his willy 
therefore that we may attain to the eternal 
peace and felicity of this Kingdom, :we 
Pray thatthe will of our heavenly Fathet 
may be done; where we have, | 

1. The will of God. 

2. 'Thedoing of it. *>>[2 YC 

3. I hemanner or pattern of doing;!>.. 
4+ The rhing pericioned for' in - theſe 
-words. | tus 

1. The will of God is ſometimes hisdes 
eree;lomerimes his command, or law ;-this | 
will hereintended is nor his decree,but: his 
law : the-mancer of the decree is ſomething 
that God. will do ; the marter of the cam: 
miand isfomething that man muſt do :-and 
the effeft of this will once ſignified, is the 


obligation of man untoobedience, or oy 
by 
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tſohedience ynregpriſhment:and, by this 
baje is ragupt the. Laws of God Re- 

- wy ln force pader the,Goipel. And 
wed by-(Þme GETOOG repen- 
;an4s; fairh,obegience ro. Gods Laws, con- 
gpued after ourfult, faith and Sorin > 
vor 


andthis according tothe parts of: ze 1 
made in;Baptilma, All well argfereGing- 
doms hayerhgirlaws,which all ſuchas wil 


he.admitred ſubjects, or will xeceive pro- 
tection and enjoy. the, priviledges of that 
Goyernment,muſt obſerve. And ſo it isin 
theKingdorh of Gad Redeemer; and theſe 
Lawsaze moral, yetEvangelically ue 
ſood, ar policive and ceremonial. [The 


moral are fundamental or ſuperſtruQtive. 


The fundamental is that which requizes 
lubjeQion aad-. fealry, ro the Soveraign 
Chit Jeſus, andſubmiſſion to his power 
the-ſuperſtruftive are ſuch-Laws moral as 
aregroundecd upon'this ; ſuch are all the 
Commandmentsfollowing rhe firſt. And 
whereas ſome underſtand this will as well 
of the Executive will, as the Legiſlative ; 
_ chats not proper, though true in ſome 


2 To dothiswill, doth preſuppoſe that 
the Laws be publiſhed, and that whe 


lame the will of God be, madeknown, 
N that 
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that none bur ſuchas atenegligent dr wil. 
ul, may be ignorarit.” Fhus being/preſup- 
led, 1. We truſt haye a certaiti khow- 
lodge of the Will of our heavenly Father. 
For if in eyery aftion of a man- as He 'is a 
man afd a rational: creature, knowhdpe 
be requiſite and neceflaty,  muich more 
in this ' obedience. To: do that: which 
is commanded by God,” and not-toknow 
its Gods command, is no. obedience unto 
God. 2. Aﬀet this Will is once: k 
there muſt be: a free and full conſent 
ſtedfaſt reſolution for to conform unto it 
and that not only becauſerhe commands af 
God are juſt, and holy, thedoing them is 
pleaſing unto him, and beneficial unto 
man ; butfor this very reaſon, becauſe we 
know them to be the commands of God. 
3. Becauſe neither of theſe can be-idone 
EXcept we renounce Our own' concelts, 
1maginations,luſts and corrupt inclinarions 
of our own hearts ; therefore we mnlſtre- 
fign up our underſtandings tothe wiſdom, 
and' our own wills wholly ro the Will of 
God. 4: This doing doth nor ſtay and reſt 
in knowledge and good affeftion,bur mult 
; proceed to endeavours, and if our power 
tail riot, to the doing, prefecuting 'ahd h- 
niſhing of the rchings commanded : for 
out 


= 
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our obedience ſhould reach tothe full mea- 
ſure of the command. 5-<T his will is ob- 
ſerved, not only in doing good, bur in 
luftering evil, and that with patience and 
enkbels 6. We muſtiubmit tinto the 
executive Will oft God, and be content 
therewith, even then when the works of 
Gods providence do croſs us, and ſeem to 
be contrary to his Laws. For they may 


| ſeem ſometimes to be ſo, though they ne- 


ycr are ſo; yer they may be above theſe 
Laws, and beyond the reach of ourunder- 
ſtanding. No man can do this will by na- 
ture except he be regenerate by gracc. 
And becauſe our knowledge is imperfe&t 
at the firſt, and our ſpiricual abiliry poor 
therefore we muſt improverhem morean 
more. 

3. The manner how this will muſt be 
performed, and the meaſure of our obedi- 
cnce, is expreſled by a pattern given us in 
heaven. For we are taught ro pray, Thy 
will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven. T his 
implies, that God hath SubjeQts in Heaven. 
2.. T hat theſe do his will more perfeRtly, 
3. Thar we muſt follow this Example,and 
aim art thar perfeftion. Theſe Subjects 
are not the Stars and Lights of Heaven as 


lone do underſtand the words :- Though 


N 2 its 
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its true that theſe obſerye a conſtant rem 
lar Motion, according to an order preter- 
red in the Creation, and never were Exor- 
birant or fwerved from the rule fance the 
beginning. Only it God do command 
them to ſtand,they Ntand ; or goback,rthey 

o back : or withhold their light, they re- 
aſe to give it. Burt theſe are not intelli- 

ible creatures .or capable of Laws; yet 
i may be witnelles againſt ps, confound 
us, and make us for ever aſhamed of our 
dilobedience. T herefore the words are 
meant of Angels, which are Spirits Intel- 
letual, and moſt noble creatures, and their 

roper place is Heaven; and therefore ſty- 
cd in Scripture the. Angels of Heaven, Of 
theſe its written, That they do Gods Com- 
manqments hearkning to the voice of his plea- 
fare, P/al. 103.20. The perteCtion of their 
obedience is in this, that they never ſinned 
but always obeyed God from the firſt mo- 
ment of their creation. They did Gods 
will. x. Always and in all times. 2. They 
did ir inall chings. 3. They did 'it freely, 
readily, and wirhyoy and delight. 4.I hey 
did it 11 the higheſt dcgree of their per- 
feCtion. So that their obedience was con- 
ſtanr, nniverſal, free, and perfe. This 
example we mult follow, ſtriving to "ow 
their 
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their pertetion, though we cannot reach. 
it, and never reft God hath fally fanQi- | 
fied ts, and made us perfettly Riahteows 
attd Holy as they-are. This pattern doth 
not exclude that ' of Sanits and Martyrs, 
_— it come ſhort; yet wehavea more 
exce] enr and glorious example of Chriſt, 
which tis more petfe& then that of heirs, 
becauſe they never denied chemlelycs, an 
bare the Croſs az/he did. | 
4. In thefe words. 1. We confek our 
ignorance, errours, blindneſs, corruption, 
inclination to ſin; averſneſs to , and 
ont impotency, which by nature is fuch, 
_——_ We on: nothing. | 
e pray for Gods prev ene - 
Tating,co-operatii affiſting ad kak 
 matinggrace, A that een 
"vs,mIpre and cus ſo, that we may 
clear ly unſterſtand, and cfie@tually do his 
m-our airging at his glory. 
> Ther we opt ns more and 
y iftyprove our 
ence." '4. "Thar he 
oy afliſtuscomihually, 
25 inan univerſal obe- 
no che,chd. 'This'ſanAifying grace 
we defire'as merived by Chrift, to be given 
us by the Pptric aceordin g'to his promiſe ; 
| -.Li,? wer 


"4 
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yet we do not expctt it ſo from him, ag 
though he ſhould do all chings,and we do 
nothing ; we muſt ule the means he hath 
appointed, exerciſe the power he hath g1- 
ven us, hearken unto the Doftrine of - 
Goſpel, meditate in the ſame,and continu- 
ally pray for his aſſiſtance ; we muſt be dili- 
gent, careful, watchful, continually de- 
pending upon him. 'To this policion we 
may and muſt refer all the ptayers of Gods 
Saints recorded in Scripture, whercin they 
ſcek of God; knowledge, underſtanding, 
wiſdom,faith,charity,and all other heayen- 


ly vertues, with the increaſe of ther,ang | 
ON. 


Gods perpetual afhiſtance and d 
And our perteftion be very: little, 
our imperteFions many, .yet we mult de- 


fire and endeayour to be perfectly obedi- 
ent to the end. | » wins 

4- We pray, Give us this day our daily 
Bread : In the former par; of this -fo of 
prayer we” ſought of -God foirtwal bl lef- 
ſings,and ſuch as rended more immediate- 
Iy ro Godsglory, and-our ſalvation: Ape 
inthis we ſue for temporal. mercics,; c 
neceſſary comforts of this life, whilſt-we 
are ſeeking a berter: and the order here 
obſerved by our Saviour doth teach usthat 
we tnuſt preter ſpiritual graces before tem- 


"=... 


L-—2a) 


EE ens ws A ww at cus pa, tn. of 


(83+): 


bleſſings, -andfeck- Gods yg 
7 his rghtroulnnlfirſt which-if we 


BY - Or daily Bread.) | 
F Que perks 3817 Ol pom" mn __ 


in-maintaining our , 
and ile Theſe Eo be 
bread are private orpyblick,rem:- 
Goods, Bleſſings, as 

—— raimeut, houſe, lands, cattle,, 


nd other chings whereby Mans life igpre- 
good govern 2 >gorcmg 


Cane and plenifa) times,ſafety,quiet, 
ment of -that we _ ind Gods 
upon our labours. 

daily bread, that is the bread of 
{1 our 


(a841) ) 
nt . whictwewaily wane; [ow 


| ar oh wah. ... 
chac is.dhn preſcnr] tithe of 


tt 9/nor:ptomiſe ro: our ſelves! WW 
ard-eorment'our-ſouls : with.need! ) 
inefteQual cates,. as tho weliad no faich;7 
no Father-itvheaven;noImerecft mhini;or: 
think that he thar feeds the-Ravens who: 
makeno proviſion for tinae. ro come, nov'! 
haveany thing laid op im ftore; wilt 'be fo* 
catelefs of us'as ro ſce his Children want)! 
bread; : 14, q | 4 
4 We.in cheſe words petition our heg-" 
venly Father to give us thisbread. This tit 
, plies; r. That we haye nothingy not oe 
morſe 
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=_ of bread: bur rom! our God, nee”: 
IVES this; and albdiings nectfs: 


= ;1 werdor not deletveor buyrir, 


av his harids'; :cherefore} 3: wer 

hinb) c.for our-felyesand>> 

_ +... Would continne 'to/pley/ 
rake fot wydi Then he would-be time 

Tye and we: poſſe(s;!nnw us;'3 

beifohehdive wok have-nethi 


wel tlot;; NG Ro _ 
lo-webeasrich 23; Job; wy 


wnvimwday 7 = 
trom ;auibane notiingght: 
— boi oft © een? fob 


valibat Hisble! NII—_— 
Wepray ithar Gbd: woultl delvtr 
famine; caabellgeing 
word, oppreſſion, drought, thiulnaidng: 
mſeaſonable ries, and all Ak/chibgsws 
deprive us of our daily bread 7) nd betautle 
ve never khew what want of bread &.nbr 
wer conſidered how much we-deperid for 
theſe chings upbn our God ; therefore we 
otittle prize cheſt .carthly corifons,' and 
teambankin} for theſe mercies. - 5. We: 
muſt wirh our prayets labour; and uſe law=" 
fat vans for the attaining of-theſe things, 
de. provident, frugal, liberal, charirable, 
and exp*nd as muctr as we can ſpare 'in'” 


PE? 


pious 
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will-give-us Ecernal, - will: far 


Tenpotatbleſings ; hethatwi Ko 


pious uſes: and then that: — Wha 


ve as 


heavenly kingdom, will give us hes! 
caaries; and hethat Ch, 
© 2719 


wuh with we ive usall 


28: forgivent{of our ſiosis; 


theſe words, " Feoginems one's 
forgive them thattreſpaſs 


gins:the deprecatory part 


ſider 
- for Trolpais n 
2: Out ireſp afles.: 


3. The french of creſpaſſes, | 


"4 The party forgiving: * 


$5: 'The:party capable of braivenalts 
trefpaſſes we-muſt underſtand ſiris 


od Aiibeliiare to GodsLaws : 


which in 'St-. Matthew ſignifies debts, isex-' 
pounded in Lyke by a wordwhich ſignifies 
fins, and all fins are debts; or rather con-' 
traft debts: for firft we owe unto God ©+: 


Tis 7 


Ks. commarns, 
emp: feekdeliverancefrom 


with w roman 
with rp ln, of ſens. The firſt 64 
vitisthacof fn paſt, which remains inthe/ 


rat's for -to underſtand this'peirion: we! 
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hed raceand by the Law oma to per- 
form it : bur it we pay not this, bur prove 
dilobedient, we run NO another d 

owe a puniſhment to God'z and by the 
ame law are bound toſuffer it :' for weare 


7|bound unto obedience by the precepe,'and 


to puniſhment by the comminarion of the 
hw. Wher! fin is once paſt,the guile there» 
of, which is an'obligation unto} 
rmaitis. The puniſhrnents which man de- 
ve, and God doth threaten, are not 
ly bodily and temporal;"bee ſpirityal 
hd eternal: The reaſon and cauſe why ſin 
doth render the ſinner liable to the dilplea- 
hire of God,” and*to'ſo tmaiiy and feartdl 
penalries, riot otily of thelols of all thealb 
mercies God hath promiſed,” bar of fuſfer- 
ing of all thofe evilsGod doth threaten;'fs 
becauſe irisfo baſe andviltearid'fo vnweot- 


" | thy. and 'unbeſeeming fo noble 4 creature 

' | 38 man is by Gads creation, that it maſt 

' | needF'offend God,pollute'man,and debafe 

' |-bim very moctls its contrafy toGods Ju- 
tice an 


holineſs, and includes in tta con- 


tempr of Godspowerand of his law,which 


a mirrour of wiſdom and righteouſnets. 


| Fheſinsof men are many,and of different 
| forts; there is {in original, fin aftua], fi: 


| of omiffion, ſinof commuſhon, tn a—_ 
| he 
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the law of nature, fin agat 
Mrace and a great al 


Y. 
actual_-rranigreſhions ;,. ſome, wag 
.and ſuch as way be [ey 


ore hain 
Wayes fearfy] 
of will t 
SOU6)I0.19+ 7, 
2:3, 18 ory Gns and treſ} 
be (Ours) {o- that we ach 
them pr gc Blah: > or them 
vil may tempt 
que $6 -US,, , cannot 
Kong ous Wants, ck 
eng be many, /and our crrupons, 
by namury, WHAk By; cuſtom, be 
they ure forherways from our (el £4 
Þ mga wt lelves guilty, by. conſent, 
reth or cheſt WET 
Caber' _ or pri 
aary alt Qar. fins... ET 
pears by qur-continuance;in em, . Or i&- 
urn'unto them -.and.rhateſpecially,whe© 
we'contratz;#0 the light i of. Fours 
of God; and.other means and motives 
6 -repentance walk according to the imagita- 
«tions and luſtsof our hearts. Therefore we 
; muſty Oar najpeſeenat wemay chagge 
-our ſelves, and jjuſtific 


10. any im, "4 mare 


3. The Forgiveneſs of Sins, hefreings 
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y othe party ſinning from the ſad and wotul 
£ 
mile,and lo arr? raggrage inthis 
A its called regaiſhon, or abſolution, 
bofing,becauſe pardon takes away theob- 
ts /igation unto penay Lis actaf forgivnels 
"*[ecfuppoſerh firſt, char {in is pardonable, 
Ind chat without any violation.or breach 
juſtice z yet _— to. the rules of 
Gods procecding withfintul man, this can+ 
not be without ſarisfaftion made unto di- 
[tine juſtice. Theretore God-to ſignific 
+ [fat he was juſt and hated ſin,” yer willing 
pſhew mercy. tothe finner,. required the 
& |loody facrifice of his deareſt: Son to' be 
/ iffered without ſpot unto his eternal 'Ma- 
xſty, before he would grant that any fin 
« {of mati ſhould be pardonable; and this 
blood muſt be pleaded by Chriſt in heaven 
> [icfore he would aftually pardon any. Nei- 
+ [ther would this blood-ſhed pleaded be 
n [accepted for atty bur ſuch as were peni- 
e tent, and believing, anddid rely upon this 
c 
c 


., 
TL 


'\ 


| 


latisfaftion and interceſſion. And this-ftee- 
dom from guilr dorchnot leave-the pa 
pardoned underthedominion of fin,whic 
kthe greateſt penalty,but is alwaics joyned 
with ſanification of the divine. Spirit, 
wichour which-remiſhon is to lictle pur- 


pole 


L 


onſequents of fin, and eſpecially fromthe 
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poſe ; becauſe the root of fin remains, and] - 


will beacauſe of new ſin, which will make 
man puniſhable again ; when man isthiy 
pardoned and purificd, the greateſt cauk 
of ſhame, of fear, of grief, is taken away, 
Gods wrath averted,the {inner reconciled, 
adopted, and in a ſtate of falyation, df 
pane, and joy, in hope of crerhingey 

here isnoſin bur is pardonable inreipeſt 
of Chriſt, death, Gods mercy, and the ge- 
neral promiſe ; yet upon impenitency and 
unbelief no fin, notthe leaſt ſhallaQually 
be pardoned. There are (ome fins ſo ha 
nous and ſodireQly contrary to the blood 
of Chriſt and che holy Spirir, and nobene- 
fit can be expeCted from the blood,nor any 
hope of repentance to be wrought by that 
Spirit, which was never promiſed to renew 
fuch ns. Theſeare fins to death, for 
which we muſt not pray. By forgiyench 
we arc freed from the eternal puniſhment 


by way of prevention, from preſent pu- | - 


niſhment lying upon us by way of re 
moval. 


4. The party whichcan forgive, andto|_ 


whom we {ue for pardon, is God, yets 
aroned and propitiated by the blood df 
Chriſt. This is properunco him; for as he 
1s che {upreme Law-giyer, ſo he isthe {u- 
preic 
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preme Judge, whole peremptoty ſentence 
irrevocable: :from him. lies noappeal:; 
who onlyknows the hearts of. men ſeeking 
pardon, whoalone.can free nor only from 
temporal bur eternal puniſhments, and.can 
*eecute his ſentence to the full, whichnone 
xlſecan'do. He may make ule of men to 
declarehis ſentence, and apply his promi- 
fes to ſuch as by them being prepared may 
ſeem capable of pardon ;: yer their ſen- 
ence and abſolution on earth is fo far 
-good and yalid.as he ſhall ratifie and make 
at cffeftual in heaven. This abſolution by 
ſome is- (aid: to be only declarative, by 


:others to be judicial; yer if itbe paſſed by 


yertue of their commiſſion and according 
-rotherulesof that commithon from Chriſt, 
its judicially declarative.. Therefore if 
-man belieye, Chriſt plead, the Churchat= 
folve.and God juſtifie, wha cancondeman 2 
-who can lay any thingto our charge > . 
” 5. Theparties who being capable of re- 
miſhon, upon their prayers ſhall obtain 
mercy, areſuch as being conſciousand fen- 
ſible of their ſins, are grieved, becaule they 
have offtended God, -batc fin; loath them- 
ſclves,are willing to amend their lives,cor- 
fes themſelvesguilry, offer the ſacrifice of 
an humble and contrite ſpirit,rely upon the 
t 
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Death and Irgercethon. of C uh ogy 


-miſe and mercy:of.God, ia 


ro bemercifulcoxheir 
returning uatothem, as _ — 
tnodverctubancd them. 


zhele, arcthey:who. NANG on 
Blood of Chriſt, -and ;juſtified cor 
throne of God; "and tein -jultihed;- hall 


have peace with God, and;/joy.in.thebage | 


of glory. In theſe words therefqre we-1þ 
all humility:and godly ſorrow,” conteiling 
our ſins, and daily -retzewing our a 
trance, .do catneſily pray. chat God 
Chriſts ſakewould forgive our.many and 
grievous fins, turn away his wrath —_ 
usimofavour,look upon.us as his 
| {pgs us joy and comfort, ſeal unto: us a. = 
4.2 ygivin us his bleſſed Spirit of con- 
to BY ab {abiiciins, thatſo.webe- 
ingcibliverdd from the terrours of conici- 
ence, the accuſations of the devil, 'thedat- 
"ger « of hell, and fear of erernal dearh,may 
'magnific his mercy, -and glorifie hisname 
- for evermaore. '/ * 
©-.6...We pray;Lead «s.not-into tempratian, 


-Biit oliver w from evil, "DThus petition'is a-. 


"gaigſt ſin, and reſpeRts ir asto.come, and 
ys as in danger tocontratnewguilc : for as 
belore, ſq after qur-penitent and. believing 
prayers 
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Prayers made in this name of Chriſt, we 
have obtained remiſſion of fin paſt,we may. 
be tempted and overcom, andſofinagain: 
therefore we pray tobe delivered fromtem- 

ation. And here we muſt conſider, 

" x. What temptation is, ** 

2. What it is to be led into temptation, 
_ * What we pray for in theſe words. . 
"4. What tis to be delivered from evil, 


'T. To tempt inthis-placeis taken in anill 
ſenſe, and to tempt is' to ſollicite and per- 
fivade man to fin, and diſobey the juſt and 
good and holy Laws of God: and ſeeing 
man is endued with" underſtariding anc 
free-will, the way is to delude his under- 
ſtanding, and perverthis will, by repreſert. 
ting that which is evil as good, and that 
which is geod as evil, artd by taking away 
the fear of puniſhment, and promiſing ſome 
h4ppineſs to follow,that ſo the underſtand- 
ding may aſſent to that which is falſe, and 
the will conſent to that which is evil. Thoſe 
ſuggeſtions are always falſe, arid contrary 
to the holy Scriptures; and the thing per- 


which always ſhould” be the rule of our * 
thoughts, words, and deeds: So likewiſe 
the ſiyaſives and morives are Contrary to 
| Q the 
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the promiſes and the comminations of the 
word. And if we be ignorant of the Scri- 
ptures , Qepraved inourhearts,or raſhand 
inconfiderate, the tempter will have great 
advantage againſt us, The great tempter 

the devil, that old ſubtle ſerpent who delu- 
ded our firſt mother Eve, perſwaded her, 
that in tranſgreſſing Gods law, there was 
no fear of death, but certain hope. of... high 
advancement, as he is ſubtle, ſo he isma- 
licious, reſtleſs, raging, knows our weak- 


ignorance and blindneſs, that our under- 
{tanding 
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ſtanding is eaſily deluded. Stich is the cor- 
ruption of our wills, that we are eaſily per- 
erred.” This makes us like tinder,and we 
ake fire at every ſpark of temptation : 
my, we areſo vile by nature, that ourown 
corruption inclines us unto ſin, and ſome. 
imes when there, is no temptation from 
wirhour, carries us violenfly into iniquity. 
2. Tobeled intotem ptation 1s NOTmeer- 
ly tor be tempted , but ſomething more ;z,”, 
br one may be tempted, and yer be in no 
rear danger, becauſe the p wok rempted 
maybe ſo armed and prepar gar the 
rempration may be”oyercome and thar 
bmetimes with [ICE fo fo chacin ſuch a caſe 
here is no great danger: bur. FOE may be 
fid ro-be led into tetnpration, ; When, the. 
pro tipeedis weak, or ſurpr] ,or de 
[frred, or over- powred, or brought into 
[ch ſtraits, charchere 1s gteatfear fa foil, 
ad" little hope of” eſcape, boca! BY the 
xdyahrage gained by the terwpte 
advantage befalleh the we» both 


this caſe che danger nl 


' [paviondifficule; if” 


rercot.” This isfo be robe c uy rnidit 
of potent enemies, plunged Bel e depth 
of great waters, and caft into the mouth 
of the Lion, and ſo'fin is unavoidable; 
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3. In theſe, words we pray, 1. ThatGod 
wonld'fo order all occurrences andevents, 
that we may not be brought into ſtraights; 
for this petition implies that nothing can 
come to paſs without the providence of 
God, doing or permitting what he pleaſeth, 
and ordering all events. Without his per- 
miſſion neither man nor devil can temptus; 
Without it Satan could not touch Fob,nor be 
a lying Spirit in the mouth of Ahbab's Pro- 
Phets, nor enter ſo much asinto the Herd 
of Swine. And the event of aH temptations 
depends upon his will. 2. That when we 
are too weak, he would reſtrain the ma- 
lice.and power of Satan. . 3. That he would 
not ſuffer us to be ſecure, and ſo eaſily ſur- 
Prized. 4. That he would continually arm 
and ſtrengthen us, that we may not only 
Tefiſt, but overcome. 5: That he would 
not ſuffer us to preſume upon our own 
ſtrength, or deſpair of his aſſiſtance. 6. That 
he would not deſert us in the day of trial 
and great danger. 7. That he would fo 
inflame us with the zeal of his glory, pol; 
ſeſs us with "the feariof fin and his wrath, 
and the deſire of heavens glory, that no 
earthly proſperity may much affect us, or 
any earthly affliction niuch daunt us; yet 
. he requires that we acknowledg all ous 


ſtrength 
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ſtrength to be from him, that the iſſue of 
all temptations depends upon him, that re- 
nouncing our own ſtrength we truſt in him; 
that we continually watch and pray, and 
uſe all meansto provide for our ſafety ; and 
when we ſeeand conſider the fall of David, 
Peter, and other eminent Saints, how great 
cauſe have we to fear and be careful! This 
muſt be our daily prayer, andour earneft 
petition. 

4. To deliver us from evil may be under- 
ſtood to be a diſtinct petition from the for- 
mer, or part of the ſame. In the former 
ſenſe evil is not the evil of ſin from temþ- 
tation, but the evil of affliction. And in this 
ſenſe We deſire Gad fo to perfect and bleſs 
us, as either to prevent the miſeries, trou- 
bles , afflictions, and adverfities, of 'the 
world ; or if we fall into them , that he 
would fanCtifte them unto ns, for ourſpiri- 
tual goed, give us ſtrength to bear them 
with patience, and inthe end deliver us out 
of them, and haſten that day and time, 
when there ſhall be no ſorrow, pain, cry- 
ing, but eternal peace and joy, when alf 
forro"s ſhall fleeaway, and all tears be wi- 
ped from all faces, yer though. God by 
theſe doth chaſtiſe and try us, yet the devil 
by them takes adyantage to tempt us unto 

x CLAS man 
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many ſins, and dif courage us in the ways 

of godlineſs :- So greatis the frailty of man, 

that both in proſperity and adverſity he is 
in danger, and in both hath need to pray.to 
be delivered from evil : therefore the wil- 
dom 'of God mixeth,our .joys with ſorrow, 

and our, proſperity with adverſity. 

For thine is the Kingdom, &c. Some make 
this no part of the body, . but the concluſz 
on of the Prayer. We find not theſe 
words in Luke, nor in.many Greek Copies, 
nor in-the 4rabick; and. therefore it may 
be a queſtion whether our Saviour added 
them to «his form of Prayer or no : but 
ſuppoſe them to be the words of our Saviz 
our, it's doubted whether that be a form of 
Doxolegy, or contain certain reaſons for to 
move God. to hear our petitions, op both. 
The words are found in Scripture, 1 Chron. 
29. I1. and there uſed in form of a Doxo- 
fogy, and praiſing of God, which is a part 
of divine Worſhip, and ſornetimes joyned 
with petition, and oftentimes concludes the 
ſame ; and in this ſenſe it may bea part of 
prayer, and fit to beuſed when we depart 
out of his preſence, and take our leave 
with our heavenly Father. 

Amenis made the concluſion, and by it 
we fignifie our Fire, that God would hear 
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ws, and put his hand and ſeal to our petiti- 
ons, and alſo our joynt conſent m our dew 
fires with him, who is the mouth of the 
people- praying together ; which implies 
that we underſtand the Prayers made,have 
attended to them, and approve*them, and 
by this word make them Our Prayers. It's 
oftentimes a word of confirmation, and 
then it ſignifies [_ /o it is; ] ſometimes a word 
of petition, and then it fignifies'| ſo be zx. ] 

| Sect i 


N 
\ The matter of all theſe petitions may be 
reduced into the form 6f' a'Prayer'in this 
manner. ET 
I. O Almighty Lord, and in Chriſt Je- 
ſus our moſt gracious Father, we thine 'un- 
worthy Servants do here preſent onr ſelves 
before the throne off Grace; ard defire in 
the firſt place; and above alltilings, that thy 
name be hallowed, and"thide eremal-ex- 
cellency and fupreine dominion Being ma- 
nifefted more and mare, both by thy ble(- 
fed word and 'gJorions works, we and alt 
others may know: thee to be God-alone, 
who doſt wonders, and glorifie thy rame 
for ever, and give'all glory, ' praiſe, and. 
thanks to thee, that ſo all Atheiſts, Idola- 
ters, prophane perſons, Apoſtates, and 
rebellious wretches, maybe convinced'or 
confounded. O4. 2, That 
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2. That thy name be the more hallow:- 
.£d,and we finful wretches eternally fave, 
Jet thy Kingdom come ; -that Chriſt at thy 
Tighthand may powerfully and gloriouſly 
reign, till all-his enemies be made his foot- 
ſto0l. O letthy, word and ſpirit ſo mightily 
prevail, that all Nations may be convert- 
ed, ſubmit . themſelves to Chriſt their Sa. 


viour, thy Church enlarged from Sea to - 


Sea, and from the river to the worlds-end, 
till the number of thy Saints be finiſhed, 
and made perfect, and thou mayelſt rule in 
our hearts, till ſiffand the.power of Satan 
be wholly and for ever deſtroyed. Raiſe up 
a continual / fupply of faithful and godly 
Miniſters,and-good Kings,and Magiltrates, 
which may. be Defenders of the Faith, and 
nurſing Fathers to thy Church, and pour 
down the-gifts of thy Spirit in great plenty 
upon -all;fleſh ; break in peices the power 
of Satan; and all perſecuting enemies : let 
death the laſt enemy be deſtroyed ; make 
all thy Saints immortal, and bleſs them 
with,eternal joy and. peace, that, ſo they 
may ſing aneternal Hallelujah to thy name 
in the heaven of heavens, where there ſhall 
be no fin, no ſorrow, no pain,but fulnefs of 
:3oy in thy preſence,and pleaſures for ever- 
more at thy, right. hand, 
wolf 3, Ihgt 
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3. That we may enjoy the priviledges, 
and attain the eternal felicity of thy King. 
dom, we deſire that thy will may be done on 
urth as it in heaven; we do confeſs that 
by nature we are blind and ignorant, and 
have no power to do thy heavenly wilk 
All our ſpiritual knowledge, wiſdom, and 
power of obedience is from thee our God, 


| and the good ſpirit of Chriſt. Seeing there- 


fore this is our condition as born of Adam, 
and brought up in a wicked world, and 
Chriſt bath given himſelf for us to redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purihe to himſelf 
a peculier people zealous of good works ; 
we beſeech thee open our eyes and en-- 
lighten our underſtanding, that we may 
more clearly know thy heavenly Laws;and 
fanttifie our hearts more and more, that we 
may conſtantly and freely with joy andde- 
light,obſerve all thy holy and bleſled Laws, 
O raiſe up our thoughts and affections that 
we may ſeek that glorious and eternal 
eltate which thou hath prepared for thoſe 
that love thee, and ſo renew our hearts 
that we may be zealous of thy glory, mor- 
nfe fin, bring forth the fruics of thy ſpirit, 
abound in good works, give good exam- 
ple unto others, make our calling an E- 
lection ſure, manifeſt that we are born 


from 
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from Heaven, that ſo following the example 
' of thy bleſſed Angels, and aiming at their 
perfection, may in the end be partakers of 
eternal bliſs together with- them. 
4. Whil'ſt'in this vale of tears we ſeek 
thy Kingdom, and endeavour to do thy 
holywill, we have need of many earthly 
comforts, as food, and raiment, and ſuch 
things as without which we cannot live; 
we therefore pray thee give us this day ouy 
daily bread ; we acknowledge that we have 
netther life, nor health, nor a morſel of 
bread,nor any place where to lay our heads 
but from thee our heavenly father. Be plea- 
fed therefore out of our fatherly goodneſs 
70 give us good government, peace, ſafety, 
ſeaſonable times, a comfortable and com: 
petent Eſtate, and a quiet enjoyment of 
the ſame. Ifwe ſhould ask for ſu pertluities, 
dainties, and abundance, to ſpend them for 
to maintainour pride and ſeuſual pleaſures, 
we confeſs it were juſt with thee not to hear: 
ken unto us,thou mights juſtly deny-them: 
Þut we are contented with food and ray- 
ment, and other neceſfaries, and ſeek them 
from thee, that wemay without diſtraction 
ſeek thy heavenly Kingdom. O pity the 
1ck, the poor, the weak, the widow, and 


the fatherleſs, the ſtranger, and ſuch as are 
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in want and oppreſled ; feed the hungry 
cloath thg: naked, deliver poor captives: 
and relieve thy perſecuted and dititreſled 
Saints! Theſe mercies thou haſt promiſed in 
order to our eternal happineſs, whil'ſt we 
are in this vale of tears, untiFwe come to 
our abiding city, where we ſhall have no 
need of theſe things. And we ſeek theſe ar 
thy hands with hope to receive them, be- 
cauſe thou haſt promiſed them ; yet we 
are reſolved, that howſoever thou ſhalr 
deal with us, we will ſubmit unto thy wil, 
and be contented. 
FR 
5. O heavenly Father, tho' we ſhould 
do thy will always, and from our heart in 
all things, yer we have often ſinned, and 
done evil in thy ſight, madeour ſelves guil- 
ty, and liable to eternal death, and have 
great need of thy mercy in Jeſus Chriſt - 
therefore we pray thee, forgroe HS'Our treſ- 
paſſes, as5ve forgive them that treſpaſs againſt 
us. We do confets, that both in the ſtate of 
Nature & of Grace we often ofiend thee, 
and tranſgreſs thy holy laws; and beſides 
the guilt'of the firſt ſin, which lies heavy , 
uponus, and our inbred corrnption, we 
are euilty of many actual tranſgreflions- 
And theſe have been committed, not only 
our 
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out of ignorance,or infirmity, or upon ſup. 
prizal,or violence of temptation, but many 
of them againſt knowledg, and - ſome of 
them are very hainous,and ofa crimſondie; 
ſome are publick, ſome private,ſom open, 
ſome ſecret 2, neither is this all, but we har. 
den our hearrs in them againſt the lightof 
thy Goſpel, the dictates of thy Spirit, thy 
patience and long-ſutfering , againſt thy 
mercies and deliverances, againſt thy cha- 
ſtiſements, and many gracious invitations, 
againſt thy deareſt love, and the bitter ſuf. 
ferings of our Saviour. And theſe arethe 
more hainoug, becauſe committed by us 
who have received{o many mercles,enjoy. 
ed for a long time ſo many powerful means 
of .converſion , and have vowed better 
things. O how much hath thou done to 
convert us,and we are not Converted ! how 
miſerable have we made our ſelves! what 
fearful-puniſhments have we deſerved: Oh 
take away theſe ſtony hearts of Ours, give 
us hearts of fleſh, and make us ſenſible of 
our fins; that we may loath our ſelves,and 
that our hearts may inwardly bleed, becauſe 
| We have offended thee ſo good a God. Re- 
member thy tender mercies, the bitter ſut- 
terings of our Saytour, and thy gracious 
promiſes in him uuto poor ſinners. = he 
ye 
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dye bn earth,and plead his blood in heaven] 
and we confeſs our fins, and yet not obtain 
mercy ! O pity, ſpare, forgive, turn away 
thy wrath, caſt us not out of thy preſence, 
take not thy holy Spirit from us, deny us 
not the joy of thy ſalvation. And this mer- 
cy we deſire with the greater hope,becauſe 
we deſire to forſake our ſins, put our ſole 
and whole confidence in our bleſigd Savi- 
our, and are willing to forgive, and bere. 
conciled to ſuch as treſpaſs againſt oug 
ſelves. 

6. O Eord,thou knoweth our frailty,the 
great danger of temptation, which is ſuch, 
that though we be fanCtified, and fin paſt 
pardoned, yet we may fall into fin again, 
and fo contraCt new guilt ; therefore we 
humbly beſeech thee, Lead s not into tem- 
tation. Satan is cruel, ſubtle, raging; tem- 
ptations many times very violent : we liye 
in a wicked world, weich is full of ſnares; 
there is no timeor place of abfalute ſafety: 
O therefore ſtrengthen our faith, arm us 
with thy compleat armour from heaven, 
ſupports, aſſiſt us,watch over us continu- 
ally, that we maſt ſtand firm againſt all af- 
faults of the enemy, keep the faith,and be- 
ing watchful, and humbly depending up- 
on thee our God , may obtain a final 

. victory 
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victory by the power of our bleſſed Savi. 
our, who hath. overcome the world, and 
triumphed over the powers and principa« 
lities of hell: Defert us not at any time, ef. 
pecially not in the day of fiery perſecutions, 
. bloody conflicts; and the hour of greateſt 
trial : Order all occurrences and events by 
thy wiſe providence in ſuch a manner, ag 
that in greateſt ſtraits we may tind a way 
to eſcape; andtho' we cannotavoid always 
the evil of afflictions, yet we may be deli. 
vered from the evil of {in : Sanctiheall con- 
ditions both of proſperity and adverſity 
untous ſo, that Satan by them may not 


gainany advantage againdus;: Tread him” 


ſhortly under our feer, and pur an end to 
all our troubles, and haftentogive us'eter- 
nalpeace andiafety. Lord hearken unto 
theſe our prayers, whichweofter untothee 
inthenameof Jeſas Chriſt ; rowhom' with 
thee and thy'Spirit;all-praife;glory,hononr, 
and thanks, be:given now: and for ever: 
more. Amen. | 

This Prayer may be contratted/intofour 
words, yetretaining the principal: marrter ; 


or more enlargedin the ſeveral heads, ac- 


cording to:which,: if we confider the mer- 
cies pray'dfor oncereceived,we may com- 
poſe a form of thankſgiving, and the ſame 

; | may 
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may be reduced to order, ſo as to render 
thanks for bleſſings and deliverances 3 
which may be conkdered as publick of 
Church or State, or private, as of Congre- 
cations, Families, perſons: the bleſſingsare 
either ſpiritual or temporal, the deliveran-. 
cesare ſo too ; for they are from fin, or 
guilt, or from temptation, or from the mi- 
ſeries of this life, And here it is to be ob- 
ſerved, x. That all che Prayers in Scriptuer 
may be reduced tothe ſeveral heads of this 
form, which, tho? it contradts the matter of 
Prayer untoa few heads, diſpoſed in an ex 
cellent order, yet leayes it indifferent whe-- 
ther we will begin our more general Pray- 
ers with Thankſgiving or Petition, and in 
preſenting our.,petitions, whether we ſhall 
begin with ſapplication for bleſſings, of 
with deprecations for deliverance from 
evil, The principal thing is to pray to God: 
alone with an upright heartin the name of 
Chriſt for ſuch things as Gogl hath promis 
ſed, that we. may be accepted and hearde 


" CHAP. IX- 
Of Chriſt's promiſe to the Apoſtles. 
Sect. rx. 
Ou heard before that there were two 


parts of the-Commiſſion granted by 
© Chbiſt 
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Chriſt unto his Apoſtles ; the firſt was 4 
mandate to go to all Nations, to diſciple 
them, to baptize them diſcipled, to teach 
them baptized to obſerve all his Command. 
ments : the ſecond a promiſe, of which 1 
will now ſpeak in atew words , and fo 
conclude. And we muſt obſerve, 


- 1: The reaſons why Chriſt made this 


promiſe. 

2. The words of the promiſe partly 
expriled here, partly Mark 16. 17, 18. 

There were ſeveral reaſons, which mo- 
ved Chriſt to add this promiſe : For x. 
as the death of Chriſt did. trouble them 
much, ſo did his depatture ; he muſt go 
and leavethem behind him : he was their 
deareſt Lord, whom they loved ; he was 
their joy, their ſolace, their guide, and 
their protector, and to part with him went 
near their hearts. All this Chriſt under- 
ſtood .; and therefore to comfort and revive 
their ſinking ſpirit, that fo , though he 
 Wichdraw -his bodily preſence, yet they 
may be encouraged to go on With the 
work, he adds. this promiſe, becauſe he 
would be preſent with them in another and 
more effteCtual way. 2. The work was 
very difficult, and ſeemed to be far above 
their power, and they ſhould be _ 
tre 
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tred with many fearful enemies, from 
whom they ſhould ſufter very much : the 
devil and che world would oppoſe them 
with all cheir ſtrength ; leſt therefore they 
ſhould be terrified, dejected, and depfair, 

he lers them know he will be with them, 

not only to ſtrengthen and aſſiſt them, bur 
to preſerve them in the midſt of greateſt 
danger, and deliver them our of all their 
troubles. 3. They might doubt of the ſac- 
ceſs of their Jabours, and fear leſt their do- 
(trine ſeeming to be new, and contrary to 
the received opinions both of Jew andGen- 
tile, would nor be received ; he therefore 
promiſeth ſo to be with chem, as that he 
would confirm it outwardly by glorious 
miracles, and make it effeftual by the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt to the end. 

Sect. 2. | 

In the words (which are) Loe I am with 
you always unto the end of the world, we may 
conſider, 

x. The perſon to whom this promiſe is 

made. 

2. The perſon promiſing. 

3. Thething promiſed. 

I. The perſons to whom this promile is 
made, are firſt the Apoſtles; for to whom 
i commiſſion is granted to them the pxo- 
P miſe 
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miſe is made ; and theſe are eaſily known 
to be all ſuch as Chriſt intended to truft 
with the diſpenſation of Word and Sacra. 
ments. Theſe were of two forts, 1, Ex- 

traordinary. 2. Ordinary, The extraor- 
* dinary, are the Apoſtles to whom the pro: 
miſe was made immediately and principal- 
ly ; for their place was high and extraordi- 
nary, their power great, and of large ex. 
tent, their work very difficult, their ſuffer. 
' ings greivous, their enemies many, potent, 
cruel : theſe muſt lay the foundation, and 
Plant the Chriſtian Church in all Nations, 
confirm the doCtrine of the Goſpel preach- 
ed by them with many ſigns, wonders,and 
gifts of the Holy Ghoſt : they muſt be infal- 
lible in word and writing, and leave their 
doCtrine upon record to be a rule of do- 
Ctrine, faith, and life unto the worlds end : 
yet theſe muſt die, and when they had fi- 
nifhed rhe great work,leave the world,and 
the Church which they had planted mutt 
continue, and muſt have her paſtours and 
teachers, who muſt diſpence both Word 
and Sacraments, in the generations follow: 
Ing, till time ſhall be no more: Therefore 
the promiſe mnit be underſtood as madeto 
all their lawful ſucceſſors in the Miniſtry, 
till the number of Gods Saints be made 
up 


—_ 
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op : for what can thoſe do, except Chriſt 
in their ſucceſſive generations -be with 
them? how ſhonld they go through with 
the great work without tum ? His preſence 
thefore *was necellary unto, them alſo, 
without this promiſe, both made and per- 
formed untothem;their Miniſtry cannot be 
ſucceſsful and effeftual, forthe converſion, 
edification, and falvation of the Church; 
yet here we muſt obſerve ,, that though 
Chriſt promiſe his extraordinary preſence 
to the Apoſtles, yet his ordinary preſencs 
will be ſufficient for their ſucceſlours. 

: Sect. 3. | 

The perſon who made this promiſe was 
Chriſt otherwiſe, the promiſe of Man. or 
Angel had been to no purpoſe: he thathad 
all power in heavenand earth, and had gi- 
ven the four fold. mandate , did give the 
promiſe, and he was only. fit to do it ; for 
there can be no doubt either of his fidelit 
or power 3 as he was able, ſo he was reſol- 
ved to make good what he had faid , and 
his word was his deed, and will be ſo unto 
the end. He, and he alone could procure 
the Spirit, and ſend him down from hea- 
ven ; the Angels were at his command, all 
creatures at his beck; andashe had n, 
ſo he was reſolyed to finiſh the work of 


\ 
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mansfalvation: This his purpoſe he mighy 
have concealed, or reſerved to himſelf a lj. 
berty ; yet he was willing to promiſe, and 
by a promiſe not only. to ſignifie his mind, 
thar they might know it to their comfort, 
but alſo to bind himſelf unto them : And 
now he cannot go back. This promiſe is a 


ground of unſpeakable comfort and en- 


couragement to all faithful Miniſters, and 
doth ailure us the Church ſhall continueto 
this worlds end. nd 
Sect. 4. 

- The third thing to be conſidered is the 
thing promiſed, and that 1s Chriſts certain 
preſence with them tro the worlds end 
where we have 

_ x. His preſence. 

2. The continuance. 

\ 3. Thecertainty of it. 

1- His preſence is ſignified in theſe 
words, I am with you, which implies, that 
he will not be againſt them, nor will he be 
abſent from them ; for there are enemies 
whoare againſt ns, and there are friends 
which are. abſent and far from us, but 
Chriſt will not be an enemy, or a Friend, 
at diſtance.2.[t's Chriſt that will be pretent, 
T will be with you, and thats more then if 
all men ahd Angels ſhould be for us, and 
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ever preſent with as. 3. This preſehce is not bod 
dily, for Chrift was jultly after this promiſe taken 
up-ivto Heaven bodily, and the Heavens .muſt 
contain him till the reſtitution of- all things; 
Irs a (piritnal preſence, and the ſame far. more 
excellent than that of his body : for thongha body 
may at ſeveral Times be preſent in many-places, 
yet it cannot be preſent in more places'than. one 
at one time : bur Chriſt by his Spirit ''might be 
| with them in all places, ar all times ;/ for he pro- 
miſed before his death and pafſion / to ſend the 
Comforter, which ſhould comfort their hearts in 
his abſence, teach them- and, lead them into all 
truth: and upon Penticoſt he ſent down'his Spi- 
rit upon the Apoſtles, which hath - continued, 
and will continue in the Church for ever. 5: This 
15not a bare or meer preſence, for ſo this Spirit 
is preſent in all places at all times; neither'is it a. 
preſence with ſome general power : for ſo- 
he is. with all things to preſerve them: But. 
its a ſpecial preſence with a ſpecial aCtive. pow= 
er, for ſpiritual ends to prodnce. - ſpiritual» 
and ſupernatural eftects. It is a preſence not on-«' 
ly to comfort, {ſtrengthen , aflilt and. deliver.” 
them, bur alſo a powexrtul preſence to make their 
Miniltrry effeCtual for the eternal Salvation of 
mens Souls, This Holy Ghoſt diſcended and reſt - 
ed upon Chriſt, when he was ready to preach the' 
Goſpel, and execure publickly his Offices, When, 
he firſt ſent theſe Apoſtles, he gave them the gitrs 
of this Spirit. After his Reſurrection he breathed 
on them ſaying, Receive ye the Holy Ghoft, com- 
- manded them to ſtay at Jeruſalem, ard . wait” for” 
this Spirit ; upon the day of Pentecoſt, as before, 
this Spirit came upon ther. By rhis Spirit all 
* the Members of the Church are fanctified, the - 
* Miniſters qualified , the Word and Sacraments 
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'maile effeual, and ſentence of the Chnrchiſo vat | 
hd, and of ſach mighty force; Take away this 
Spirit, yon take away the life and ſoul of the | Cl 
"Church, the power of the Miniſtry, the efficity | fo 
of Word and Sacraments, and without it all the | Cl 
Preaching, Praying, and other works of the Mi | th 
niftry will not be able ro convert or comfort one | fe 
'Soul.: Its'ſaid, I will be with you, that is, with you | el 
-mine Apoſtles, and your Sncceflors in the Minis .| d« 
{try, to -affiſt, and bleſs, and guide you in the | C 
diſcharge of your truft, and execution of yout of- 
fice. Diſpenſe you the Word and Sacraments, & | n 
by the faithful obſervance of my mandate endea» | $; 
vour to fave poor Souls, and in that work I am | þ 
with you, no ways elſe ; (0 that ſuch as are moſt | a; 
faithfu} and diligent, are moſt certain of his gra» | t} 
cious preſence. Here is no promiſe made unto a» | n 
Ay particular Church or Miniſters more than to |} 4 
others; here is no expreſs mention or intimation C 
ofthe Biſhopor Church of Rome, or Jeruſalem, | 
or Antioch, or Conſtantinople. The promile is made fi 
ro the Churchin general and their Miniſters, eſpe= | t: 
cially to-ſuch as are moſt faithful in their place c 
and office, 

es A Sect. 5. 


This is the preſence : the continuance of this 
prefenceis the ſecond thing obſerved, and is ex- 
orefled in two words. 

7. Always, or eyery day. 

2. Tothe worlds end. 

1. Always fignifies that there ſhall be no inter- 
miffioa or interruption of Chriſts preſence and 
adiſtance. He will nor abſent himſelf, or negle& 
them, or. deſert them for a day ; ſo that they 
fhall never have any cauſe to complain, 
1 Ka = of 


mw. Ca 6 SY. Ls => 


pm —— 65 23 


_”" _ _— — hs _ —_— > *Y 5 a5 


I. or fay ; where is my Saviour now? -whetbite, 
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is he gon ? why hath he forſaken” me?. 
There may be ſad and woful times, wherein 
Chriſt may ſeem to hide his face, and''to have 
forgotten them for a certain time ;z yet eventhen 
Chriſt is with them and his faithful Miniſters, 
though he doth not appear, and inſtantly mani- 
feſt himſelf. He muſt be with them always; or 
elſe he breaks his promiſe, and that he will never. 
do ; Let us therefore do our duty always, :and 
Chriſt will be always with us. 
2, He will be with us to the worlds end: this 
may be a longer, this may be a ſhorter time # 
Some underſtand the laſt period, and end of thar 
preſent generation, the deſtruction of Feruſalem, 
and the death of the Apoſtles : and the reaſon-of 
this opinion may be becauſe ſome take the pro- 
miſe to be perſonal, and to be made only to tha 
Apoſtles for their lives; yet this is rather a con- 
ceit than any folid well grounded truth, eſpeciall 
ſeeing the end of rhe world in other places fight- 
hes eithera far longer time than the life of a mor=- 
tal man on earth, unro the conſummation of the 
creatures, and to all eternity. So the perſan or. 
the time of the final judgment, when the world 
{hall be no more, but Chrift ſhall raiſe the dead,. 
deliver up the Kingdom to the Father, and God 
ſhall be all inall ; for when the number of Gods 
Saints is finiſhed, there will be no need of Word or, 
Sacraments, or Miniſters, and then this promiſe 
is performed to the full. But whilſt theſe continue 
as they ſhall continue to the end, Chriſt is bound, 
and will certainly be with them,that he may mak* 
his redemption effectual by them in the 
hon and ſalvation of poor finners. . 
, 3»The certainty. of this perp: 
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| _ —_—_—_ have (-Amen ) added, 
— Which ia "(emp confirmation- of the promiſe. 
But this: certainly doth chiefly depend upon the 
powerand fidelity of Chriſt, 'who hath made the 
promiſe,-and hath kept ir in all times unto this 
flay: And the; particle ( Loe) doth require as 
their, ſo our ſpecial attention, and ſerious conſi-  ? 
deration, bbth of the perſon promiſing and the - 
thing promiſed, that they-might be fully affured * 
of pertarmahce to the utmoſt, - By verrue of this 
promiſe it is come to. paſs, that .in rhe midſt of 
the tumults 'and confutions 'of rhe world; and af 
ter the ruine of ſo many* glorious kingdoms, of © 
Þ many_potent Empires, and -of ſo many flou- 
riſhing Churches of/ particular Nations ; yet an 
univerſal» Church with Word, Sacraments, and 
Miniſtry, do continue to this day, and the gates of 
' Hell-could:never yet prevail againſt it : ſo that 
we. may takeup the Words of the Pſalmiſt, Come 
bebold. the works of the Lord, what deſolations he 
bath made in the earth; the Lord of Hoſts is winþ 
us, the God of Jacob is our refuge © for this God 1s 
pes Ged,:for ever and ever, be will be our guide 
rnto Seas: Amen. 
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